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Bhagavad-gita 


<x>o<x><xxxxxxxx>o<xxx> 

The Northern Ocean 

Make your life successful with quotes by Srila 
Prabhupada from his lectures on the 

Bhagavad-gita 

<xxkxxx>oooc-o><><x>c>ooo 

Lecture on BG 1.28-29 — London, July 22,1973: 

“Always remembering Krsna. Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare 
Hare. Then it may be possible that at the time of death you remember Krsna and your life 
is successful. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti kaunteya. Immediately you are 
transferred to Krsnaloka. This is training.” 

Lecture on BG 2.1-11 — Johannesburg, October 17,1975: 

“So it is our request that you try to study Bhagavad-gita as it is. Don’t try to distort it by 
your so-called education. Try to understand Krsna as He is saying. Then you will be bene¬ 
fited. Your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 2.11 — London, August 17,1973: 

‘“If Arjuna has understood like this, so let me understand like that.’That’s all. Simple thing. 
Then we understand Bhagavad-gita. But, if we want to speak very learned scholarly, but do 
not understand what is Krsna, this is simply waste of time. As the so-called scholars and 
philosophers are doing. They do not understand Krsna, but talking all nonsense, and such 
things are very much appreciated by others. That is described in the Srlmad-Bhagavatam: 
sva-vid-varaha-ustra-kharaih samstutah purusah pasuh. These rascals, so-called scholars, 
so-called incarnation, are accepted by similar class of animals. Sva-vid-varaha. And actu¬ 
ally, Vedic understanding is to follow the footsteps of the predecessor acaryas who under¬ 
stand things. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 2.20-25 — Seattle, October 14,1968: 

“So our movement is to make people in general devotee. Then he’ll understand God. Then 
his life will be successful. That’s all. You be yourself devotee and try to make others devotee 
Then both your life and the person who is under your instruction, he, everyone is success¬ 
ful.” 
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Lecture on BG 2.26 — Hyderabad, November 30,1972: 

“I am seeing a tree, but a devotee is seeing tree: “Oh, it is the energy of Krsna.” Immedi¬ 
ately he remembers Krsna and worships Him. So this is higher stage of realization of God, 
how the inconceivable things, simultaneously one and different, can be perceived. There¬ 
fore, there are three stages of devotional life, kanisthadhikarl, madhyamadhikarl, and 
uttamadhikarl. So to become uttamadhikarl, it is not so easy, but we are generally in the 
kanisthadhikarl. But we shall try to come to the madhyamadhikarl. Then our life will be 
successful.” 

Lecture on BG 2.40 - London, September 13,1973: 

“At the time of death, somehow or other, if you can remember Narayana, Krsna, your life 
is successful. Therefore, practice, practice, while you are strong, while you are in good life, 
practice how to remember Narayana, Krsna, always.” 

Lecture on BG 2.40 - London, September 13,1973: 

“Suppose you are a very nice brahmana or nice ksatriya, nice businessman, nice politician. 
Your career will be lost if you think, by joining this Krsna consciousness movement, your 
career will be lost. Don’t think like that. It is still profitable. Even if you give up whole ca¬ 
reer and simply join Krsna consciousness movement, then your life is success. That is being 
stressed. Svalpam apy asya dharmasya.” 

Lecture on BG Lecture Excerpts 2.44-45, 2.58 — New York, March 25, 
1966 : 

“So you have to understand yourself that you are not this body. Whole impediment, whole, 
meaning choking of your progress, is due to this body. So you have to separate yourself 
from this body. Simply separating, I mean to say, theoretically will not do. You have to keep 
yourself, keep yourself always separate, always separate as master of this body, not as ser¬ 
vant of this body. That should be your aim of life. Just like you have got a motorcar, nice 
motorcar. If you want to drive it as a superior master driver, then the car will give you good 
service, but if you do not know how to drive, then the car will play disaster. Your life will be 
risky.” 

Lecture on BG 2.48-49 — New York, April 1,1966: 

“The Vedic, whole Vedic culture is to make a man a brahmana, not to keep him in the 
sudra stage, not to. Every father has to take care. The state has to take care, the teacher has 
to take care—how to make the children, the poor children, the innocent children, to..., a 
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perfect brahmana. The whole culture is like that. You see? so Bhagavad-gita teaches that. 
And don’t become... Don’t remain in the sudra stage and a miser, but just try to become a 
brahmana by culture. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 2.49-51 — New York, April 5,1966: 

“So spiritual life is so sublime and so invigorating that you won’t feel fatigued. Won’t. 

Once... You have to be engaged. And as you are engaged actually in spiritual life, you won’t 
feel fatigued. You’ll be fearless, and your life will be always blissful.” 

Lecture on BG 2.49-51 — New York, April 5,1966: 

“Just like we are holding this class. This is also spiritual culture, sravanam klrtanam (SB 
7.5.23). With your multifarious duties you come here thrice in a week and try to under¬ 
stand. This is also spiritual culture. This will not go in vain. This will give you impression. 
Even you stop coming here, that impression will never go. I tell you the that impression will 
never go. It is such a thing. But if we take it up very seriously and go on molding our life in 
that way, then it becomes quickly successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.1 — Delhi, November 10,1971: 

“That is stated in the Bhagavad-gita, janma karma me divyarh yo janati tattvatah (BG 4-9). 
Anyone who knows Me, God says, anyone who knows God, in Truth, then what is the 
result? The brahmana, tyaktva deham punar janma naiti, after giving up this body, he does 
not enter another material body. Then what happens to him? Tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti (BG 4.9), he comes back to Me. So try to understand Krsna. Your life will be 
successful. Your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 4.6 — Bombay, March 26,1974: 

“These things are described. So we have to accept Krsna like that. And if we make our own 
interpretation, rascal-like, that will not help us to understand what is Krsna and what is 
Bhagavad-gita. That is going on, generally. “Krsna has no existence.” “Krsna, there was no 
Krsna. It is story.” “There was no battlefield of Kuruksetra.” These things are going on by, 
spoken by so-called political leaders and scholars. But that is not the fact. They do not un¬ 
derstand Krsna, simply mislead people. Therefore the world is in chaotic condition. Try to 
understand Krsna. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.9 — Bombay, March 29,1974: 

“What is Krsna? Krsna is the supreme leader. Nityo nityanarh cetanas cetananam (Katha 
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Upanisad 2.2.13). supreme leader, perfect leader, without any mistake, without any illu¬ 
sion, without any cheating, and without any imperfection of the senses. We have to take 
direction from such a leader, then our life will be successful. And because we are taking 
direction from imperfect leaders, cheater leaders, therefore we are meeting with so many 
problems.” 

Lecture on BG 4.9 — Bombay, March 29,1974: 

“Meditation means as you see the form of Krsna, and whenever you go, the impression of 
the form will be within your eyes, and if you think of Krsna, your life is succesful. There¬ 
fore the Deity of Krsna should be seen. That is the benefit of the eyes. The ears should be 
engaged hearing about Krsna. The tongue should be engaged for eating Krsnas remnants 
of foddstuff, prasadam. The nose should be engaged for smelling the flower which is of¬ 
fered to Krsna, or the tulasi. In this way, when you engage all your senses, the legs should 
be utilized for coming to this temple to see Krsna. Not to going to the cinema rascal. Then 
your life will be successful. You’ll understand Krsna. Krsna is very kind. He says tesam 
satata-yuktanam (BG 10.10), if you engage all your senses for understanding Krsna with 
devotion and faith, priti-purvakam, with love, the love is the basic principle of understand¬ 
ing Krsna.” 


Lecture on BG 4.9 — Bombay, March 29,1974: 

“Out of these nine methods, all the nine, or eight, seven, six, even one. If you engage your¬ 
self. Just like Maharaja Parlksit, he engaged himself simply for hearing. He become perfect. 
Simply by hearing Bhagavata from Sukadeva Gosvaml. And Sukadeva Gosvaml also be¬ 
came perfect, simply by reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam. Sri visnoh smarane, sravane pariksid 
abhavad vaiyasakih kirtane. This is also kirtana. Abhavad vaiyasakih kirtane. Prahladah 
smarane. Prahlada Maharaja, he was put into so many difficulties by his father. He could 
not resist, he was a poor child, five years. And the rascal father was teasing him in so many 
ways. So what could he do? He was simply thinking of Krsna, “What can I do?” There are 
so many processes. If you take one of the processes your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.9 — Bombay, March 29,1974 

“Because we have forgotten Krsna, we have come to enjoy this material world, we are be¬ 
coming infected with the modes of material nature, and accepting different types of body, 
8,400,000 species of life. But somehow or other if we come in contact with Krsna, by the 
mercy of Krsna’s confidential devotees, then our life becomes success. That is described 
here. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti (BG 4.9). Then this transmigration of the soul 
stops. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti.” 

Make your life successful 


4 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 


The Northern Ocean 5 Bhagavad-glta 

Lecture on BG 4.10 Festival at Maison de Faubourg — Geneva, May 31, 
1974 

“When you are infected by some disease, you have to purify yourself after the infection, 
and you come to your normal health, similarly, by knowledge and purificatory method, if 
you come to your spiritual knowledge and spiritual platform, then your life is successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.12 — Bombay, April 1,1974: 

“Anything we do in relationship with Krsna is pious. Punya-sravana-kirtanah. Nirbandhah 
krsna-sambandhe yuktam vairagyam ucyate. This is the instruction of Srlla Rupa Gosvami. 
Dovetail everything with Krsna activities, Krsna consciousness. That is the recommenda¬ 
tion. Then our life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 4.14 — Bombay, April 3,1974: 

“Anyone who does not take the direction of Krsna, then whatever he is hoping, that will be 
frustrated. Moghasa mogha-karmanah. And whatever he is planning, “I will do like this, 
he will do like that,” that will not stay. Because the maya is there. Daivi hy esa guna-mayi 
mama maya duratyaya. Maya will kill all your plans. Mam eva ye prapadyante mayam etam 
taranti te (BG 7-14). And if you follow Krsna and do accordingly, then you will not be frus¬ 
trated. Your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 4.14 — Bombay, April 3,1974: 

“Just like if you get a seed of nice flower, if you sow it and water it, it will grow, similar¬ 
ly, the seed, sraddha, that “Krsna consciousness is very nice,” this is seed, but if you pour 
water.... What is that watering? Sravana-kirtana-jale karaye secana (CC Madhya 19-152). If 
you simply hear and you chant also, that is the watering of the seed. Then it will grow. And 
one day it will grow, a big tree or big plant, and it will reach Krsnas.... This is described in 
the Caitanya-caritamrta. You will find. So do not take this Krsna consciousness movement 
very lightly. Take it seriously and try to understand, and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.15 — Bombay, April 4,1974: 

“Why do you misinterpret, “Oh there is no Krsna, there is no battlefield, it is all fictitious, I 
can make my own commentary, you can make your own...”? Why all this nonsense? Purva- 
taraih. Just Arjuna did, Arjuna accepted, accept like that. Then your Bhagavad-glta reading 
is perfect. Otherwise simply wasting your time and misleading others. “This meaning is, 
this meaning is, that meaning is that.” Why meaning is that? What right you have got to say 
like that? But these rascals are doing and spoiling the whole country. You see? Misinter- 
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preting. There is no misinterpretation. Try to understand Bhagavad-gita as it is. Your life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.17 — Bombay, April 6,1974: 

“Therefore any karma, if you do it for Krsna’s satisfaction, that is akarma it has no reaction. 

But if you do anything for your own sense gratification, you will have to suffer the resultant 

action, good or bad. Therefore Krsna says, 

karmano hy api boddhavyam 

boddhavyam ca vikarmanah 

akarmanas ca boddhavyam 

gahana karmano gatih 

It is very difficult to understand what kind of action you should do. Therefore we have to 
take direction from Krsna, from the sastra, from guru. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.19 — New York, August 5,1966: 

“We are just trying to be philanthropic, altruistic. And we are trying to become friend of 
my countrymen, of my society, of my family, but that is a wrong conception. Real friend 
is Krsna. I can work on His behalf. How I can work? You try. If you actually want to do 
something good to your family, then you try to make all the members of your family Krsna 
conscious. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.19 — New York, August 5,1966: 

“Just like the verse which we are just now discussing, He says that “It does not matter in 
whatever occupation you are. Simply you have to change your consciousness. You are now 
guided by the consciousness of self-interest, of sense gratification.” Self-interest. Not ex¬ 
actly self-interest because we do not know what is our self-interest. Rather sense interest, 
not self-interest, but sense interest. Whatever we are doing, we are doing for satisfying the 
senses. This consciousness has to be changed. We have to satisfy Krsna. That consciousness 
has to be invoked and then our life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 4.20 — Bombay, April 9,1974: 

“So Vaisnava philosophy is very perfect philosophy according to the sastra and Vedas. All 
the acaryas confirm. So we have to follow this. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 4.21 — Bombay, April 10,1974: 

“Krsna eats all these things. Patram puspam phalam toyam, vegetables, liquid things, wa- 
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ter, milk, and so many other things, grains. So you offer to Krsna. Krsna is here. Krsna, 
although He is very virat, universal form, but Krsna has accepted arca-vigraha so that you 
can serve, you can see, you can touch, and your life becomes successful. This is Krsna con¬ 
sciousness movement.” 

Lecture on BG 4.24 — Bombay, April 13,1974: 

“If we cannot understand Krsna by reading Bhagavad-gita and sastra, Krsna therefore 
giving us the very easiest method. “All right, you cannot understand Me? You are drinking 
water every day, four times, three times. You just remember, ‘This taste is Krsna.’ “ That’s 
all. Smaranam. Sravanam klrtanam visnoh smaranam (SB 7-5.23). Because you’ll remem¬ 
ber Krsna, you life will be successful, simply by drinking water. It is so easy. You don’t re¬ 
quire to undergo very severe austerities and penance. Simply try to follow one instruction 
of Krsna, that while drinking water, the taste is Krsna. Begin this life and your life will be 
successful.” 

Lecture on BG 6.1-4 — New York, September 2,1966: 

“So this simple method, to become Krsna conscious, is the highest perfection of life. There¬ 
fore this society is established for Krsna consciousness. The techniques are there in the 
Bhagavad-gita and there are Srlmad-Bhagavatam. Just try to accept this principle of life 
and your, this human form of life will be successful and perfect by Krsna consciousness.” 

Lecture on BG 6.21-27 — New York, September 9,1966: 

“So this yoga process is... Because we are being entangled in this material world due to 
these uncontrolled senses. So the whole process of yoga indriya-samyama—we have to 
control the senses and turn our face toward that actual spiritual happiness. Then our life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 6.47 — Ahmedabad, December 12,1972: 

“So there are many descriptions in many sastras that one should avoid asadhu and try to 
associate with sadhu. Then his life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 7.1 — San Francisco, March 26,1968: 

“So Krsna consciousness is a great science. It is not a sentiment or mental speculation or 
bluff. It is based on scientific proposition, as described in the Bhagavad-gita, as described 
in the Vedas, as described in the Samhitas, as accepted by the authorities like Lord Cait- 
anya, Ramanujacarya, Madhvacarya, Narada, Asita, Vyasa. There are so many authorities. 
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So Krsna consciousness is not an ordinary bluff-making or a money-making business. It is 
something reality. And if you take to it seriously, your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.1 — Calcutta, January 27,1973: 

“To practice this yoga, any yoga, you have to take shelter of somebody who knows how to 
practice this yoga. Then, without any doubt and in complete awareness, you’ll understand 
the process. And in complete awareness of Krsna, your life is successful. Simply if you 
know Krsna, if you try to understand Krsna, and fortunately if you know Krsna, then your 
life is successful.” 


Lecture on BG 7.1 — Calcutta, January 27,1973: 

“Krsna says that “I am the origin of everything.” And in Vedanta says the Brahman, Ab¬ 
solute Truth is that, janmady asya yatah (SB l.l.l), wherefrom everything is emanating. 
And here Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate (BG 10.8). All the 
acaryas, they have admitted this. Even Sankaracarya, who is not Vaisnava. Still he accepts: 
sa bhagavan svayam krsna devakl-nandana. He has admitted. So Krsna is the Supreme Per¬ 
sonality of Godhead. There is no doubt. If you want to know Krsna, the Supreme Lord, here 
is Bhagavad-glta As It Is. Try to understand, and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.1 — Sydney, February 16,1973: 

“When you develop your love of God, Krsna, then you see God every moment, every step. 
Santah sadaiva. Sadaiva means always. If you say, “Can you show me God?” there is no 
need of showing God. You qualify yourself, and God will be visible in every step of your 
life. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.1 — Fiji, May 24,1975: 

“Krsna consciousness movement is meant for this purpose, that everyone should be raised 
to the platform of God consciousness. Then his human form of life is successful. Otherwise 
it is the life of cats and dogs.” 

Lecture on BG 7.1 — Nairobi, October 27,1975: 

“That is the business of the asuras, how to wipe out Krsna, Kamsa philosophy. So we hav¬ 
en’t got to follow Kamsa philosophy. We have to follow Krsna philosophy. Then our life will 
be successful. Anukulyena krsnanusllanam bhaktir uttama (CC Madhya 19-167). Anukuly- 
ena, favorably, favorably to think of Krsna. As Krsna says, man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namaskuru (BG 18 . 65 ). This is favorable. Krsna never said that ‘Like My 
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uncle Kamsa, you think of Me, how to kill Me.’” 

Lecture on BG 7.1 — Hyderabad, August 22,1976: 

“Mind, we have got senses. So eyes engaged in seeing the form, nose engaged in smelling 
the flowers offered to Krsna, tongue engaged in tasting caranamrta and prasadam, hands 
engaged in cleansing this temple or touching the feet of the devotees. In this way, when all 
your senses will be engaged, your life will be successful. This is wanted. This is Krsna con¬ 
sciousness movement.” 

Lecture on BG 7.2 — Hyderabad, April 28,1974 : 

“Without understanding Krsna in His own way, we are trying to understand Krsna in dif¬ 
ferent way. Therefore Krsna says mayayapahrta-jnana, asuri bhavam. The atheistic class of 
men, they interpret in a different way, because their knowledge has been taken by maya. 
And why it is so? Because they are sinful, duskrtinah, mudhah, naradhamah. These things 
are there. You will find in Bhagavad-gita. It is not our manufactured word. Therefore, our 
proposal is, try to understand Krsna. Try to understand Bhagavad-gita as it is! Do not mis¬ 
interpret, do not be misled by the misinterpreters. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.2 — Hyderabad, April 28,1974 : 

“So, the, in the Western world, they are taking more and more seriously about this Krsna 
consciousness movement. So our only request is that in India also, at least those who are 
sympathetic with this movement, kindly try to understand Krsna scientifically, and your 
life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 7.2 — London, March 10,1975: 

“So in this age, in Kali-yuga, it is very difficult to perform other yajna. Therefore Caitan- 
ya Mahaprabhu, Krsna, has appeared to accept your yajna, to deliver you, and the yajna 
process is very easy: yajnaih sankirtanaih. That’s all. Simply perform. Wherever you live, 
at home or outside home, just keep a picture of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and chant Hare 
Krsna mantra before Him. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.5 — Bombay, February 20,1974: 

“If you go on serving the material world, you’ll be frustrated, in this way or that way. But 
if you serve Krsna, the same service applied to Krsna, your life will be successful. That is 
Krsna consciousness movement, that ser..., you cannot avoid service, but service other than 
Krsna will be frustration. But you serve Krsna, you’ll be satisfied, the Supreme Lord will be 
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satisfied, and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.7 — Bombay, February 22,1974: 

“So He is the ultimate cause, He is the cause of all causes. Sarva-karana-karanam (Bs. 5.1). 
Parama Isvarah, the supreme controller. In this way we have to understand Krsna. Then our 
life will be successful. Because our, this human life is meant for understanding Krsna. Ve- 
dais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah (BG 15-15). This is the real knowledge. Unless you come 
to this real knowledge, your life is unsuccessful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.7 — Bombay, February 22,1974: 

“Try to satisfy the senses of Krsna, because there is no more greater authority than Krsna. 
We are satisfying the senses of greater authority. That’s all. Or my senses. Because my sens¬ 
es are also greater authority—kama, krodha, lobha, moha, matsarya. These are very strong¬ 
ly dictating me, “Do this.” I don’t want to do this. My conscience is willing (beating?). But 
my kama, my lust, is forcing me. 

So this is my position. So in this position, I’ll never be satisfied. If you understand that 
“Krsna is the supreme authority, and my only duty is to satisfy Krsna,” then your life will be 
successful.” 

Lecture on BG 7.9 — Vrndavana, August 15,1974: 

“You cannot cheat Krsna. That is not possible. Krsna is within your heart. He is seeing 
everything, your intention, your purpose, your activities, everything. Upadrasta. In the 
Bhagavad-gita it is... Upadrasta-anumanta. He is witness. You cannot cheat Krsna. Be sin¬ 
cere, and try to serve Him. He’ll accept your service. And He will give you intelligence. 

Your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 8.21-22 — New York, November 19,1966: 

“So that is the conception of God. And that God, or Krsna, is in that spiritual atmosphere. 

If we approach, then our life will be successful, our aims will be fulfilled, and we’ll be happy, 
and we’ll be prosperous eternally, not for temporary, but eternally.” 

Lecture on BG 9.3 — Toronto, June 20,1976: 

“Even you become a demigod or a dog or a cockroach or human being, from the date of 
your birth you begin another chapter. Again duhkhalayam, to grow up, to change body, to 
adjust things according to the atmosphere. So this is called mrtyu-samsara-vartmani. If we 
want to save this botheration, then hear what Krsna says. Then your life will be successful.” 
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Lecture on BG 9.4 — Melbourne, April 22,1976: 

“For Atlantic Ocean you have to understand one has seen the Atlantic Ocean. Then you can 

understand. Therefore Bhagavad-gita recommends, 

tad viddhi pranipatena 

pariprasnena sevaya 

upadeksyanti te jnanam 

jnaninas tattva-darsinah 

(BG 4-34) 

Tattva-darsi, one has seen the truth. So here you have no difficulty. Krsna is the Supreme 
Person. He knows everything. You take the information, knowledge, from Krsna. Then 
your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 9.4 — Melbourne, April 23,1976: 

“By nature’s way younger generation, they capture very nicely. Yes. This question was asked 
by many gentlemen to me, that “Why younger generation attracted?” Because they are 
receptive. This is the age. So don’t waste time. From the very beginning of life, when we can 
talk, when we can walk, learn Krsna consciousness, chant Hare Krsna. Life will be success¬ 
ful.” 


Lecture on BG 9.5 — Melbourne, April 24,1976: 

“If we want to get relief from this business of birth, death, old age and disease, let us take to 
Krsna consciousness, or God consciousness, and take His instruction directly and apply it 
in life. Your life will be successful. This is the subject matter of this chapter.” 

Lecture on BG 9-34 -- New York, December 26, 1966, ‘Who is Crazy?’: 

“Each and every boy is engaged. Somebody’s printing, somebody’s writing, somebody’s 
typewriting, somebody’s dispatching, somebody’s attending letter, somebody’s cooking. 
Twenty-four hours, we are thinking of Krsna. How? Because we are engaged in the duties 
of Krsna. So mad-yajl mam namaskuru. And what is that duty if you have no obedience? 
You have to obey. Therefore it is said namaskuru. You offer your respect. So bhakti minus 
respect, that is not bhakti. With love, with respect, with designated duties, if you be en¬ 
gaged in Krsna consciousness, then your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 10.4 — New York, January 3,1967: 

“So jnana, knowledge, means distinguishing between spirit and matter. And this knowl¬ 
edge should be cultivated and taken full advantage in this life. That is successful life.” 
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Lecture on BG 12.13-14 — Bombay, May 12,1974: 

“People are trying to become Brahman without caring for Krsna. That is not possible, sir. 

As soon as you surrender to Krsna, then you become immediately... 

brahma-bhutah prasannatma 

na socati na kanksati 

samah sarvesu bhutesu 

mad-bhaktim labhate param 

(BG 18.54) 

That is wanted. So everything is described very nicely in the Bhagavad-gita. Do not misin¬ 
terpret foolishly. Try to understand as it is and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 12.13-14 — Bombay, May 12,1974: 

“Therefore the Deity worship is very important. If you are engaged in Deity worship, you 
always get impression of Krsna and Radharani. And if you think of Krsna and Radharani 
always within your heart, then you become the topmost yogi. Mayy arpita-mano-buddhih. 
Yo mad-bhaktah. “In this way, one who executes devotional service,” sa me priyah, “he is 
very dear to Me.” So if you want to be dear, if you want to be seen by Krsna, if you want to 
be seen by God, follow this instruction and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 13.1-2 — Bombay, September 24,1973: 

“But in the Western countries, where they have tasted very well the fruits of material ad¬ 
vancement of life... Therefore the young men there, they are not very much interested to 
live like their fathers and forefathers. They are taking very much interest in Krsna con¬ 
sciousness. So in India they have come that “Material happiness is not all.” That is required. 
To make the best use of a bad bargain. But our ultimate goal of life is spiritual realization. 
The Bhagavad-gita is there. So many other sastras are there, but Bhagavad-gita is the begin¬ 
ning of spiritual life, ABCD. So even if we do not learn the ABCD of spiritual life, how our 
life will be successful in the mission?” 


Lecture on BG 13.1-2 — Bombay, September 25,1973: 

“Therefore kindly try to understand Bhagavad-gita. There is full of knowledge. The knowl¬ 
edge is given by the most perfect, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. There is no defi¬ 
ciency. In the knowledge received from imperfect person there are four deficiencies: illu¬ 
sion, mistake, cheating and imperfectness. So from so many deficiencies... You cannot get 
full knowledge, perfect knowledge from an imperfect person. You have to receive knowl¬ 
edge from the perfect. Then your life will be successful.” 
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Lecture on BG 13.3 — Paris, August 11,1973: 

“Ksetra-ksetrajnayor yat taj-jnanam matam mama. Krsna is giving, that one should know 
what he is and one should know what is his body, then he is in knowledge. The matter can¬ 
not understand this. The dogs, cats, cannot understand this. But a human being can under¬ 
stand this. Bhagavad-gita is meant for the human being, not for the cats and dogs. There¬ 
fore, the human society should take care of this knowledge. Then his life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 13.3 — Hyderabad, April 19,1974: 

“So in this way you will find solution all problems—social, political, economical, philo¬ 
sophical, religious, everything. So our Krsna consciousness movement is for this purpose, 
that you study Bhagavad-gita as it is, don’t try to, foolishly try to interpret in this way and 
that way and spoil your time. Then you get right direction for solution of all problems and 
your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 13.4 — Miami, February 27,1975: 

“Naturally the man will be inclined: “All right, you say it. What you want?” So he says, he 
sadhavah: “You are very nice man, you are very great man, but you kindly forget what you 
have learned, (laughter) You all nonsense, whatever you have learned, please forget.” “Then, 
what I have to do?” Caitanya-candra-carane kurutanuragam: “Just take shelter of Sri Cait- 
anya Mahaprabhu. Your life will be successful.” So we shall flatter, we shall hold our hands, 
we shall fall on the feet and do everything, but we shall, “You nonsense, please forget what 
you have learned.” That is our submission.” 


Lecture on BG 13.16 — Bombay, October 10,1973: 

“Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti kaunteya (BG 4.9). These are things in the 
Bhagavad-gita, plainly said. Unfortunately we do not read it, or even if we read it, we mis¬ 
interpret it, or somebody mislead me. So-called scholars and so-called rascals mislead us, 
and we remain in the darkness. So try to understand Bhagavad-gita as it is, and your life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG 13.22-24 — Melbourne, June 25,1974: 

“We have to give up this body. Everyone, the cats, dogs, they will also give up body. We 
shall also give up body. But the difference is, a devotee after giving up this body, he does 
not get anymore material body. So our request is, those who have come to Krsna con¬ 
sciousness, don’t fall down again in the material qualities. That will not help you. Remain 
strictly adherent to the spiritual activities and your life will be successful.” 
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Lecture on BG 16.7 — Tokyo, January 27,1975: 

“They do not know what is satyam. Satyam param dhlmahi (SB l.l.l). Therefore we are 
teaching them Srlmad-Bhagavatam, satyam param dhlmahi, the ultimate truth. They do 
not know what is satyam. This is the movement, to give them education to understand 
what is the Absolute Truth, satyam param dhlmahi, to teach them how to behave in life, 
how to become purified in life. This is very scientific movement. If anyone wants actually 
to become sura, the perfect man, they must join this Krsna consciousness movement. Then 
his life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 16.7 — Hyderabad, December 14,1976: 

“Simply ananda in Vaikuntha, in Goloka Vrndavana. Krsna, to live with Him as His associ¬ 
ate, you have no information. We are demons, and therefore we take pleasure in so-called 
material activities. And that means we are doomed. We should stop this nonsense and take 
to the principles of nivrtti-marga. Then our life will be success.” 

Lecture on BG 16.7 — Hyderabad, December 15,1976: 

“If our real consciousness, means Krsna consciousness, is awakened, then we become 
aware of our position, constitutional position. Then we are saved from this repetition of 
birth and death and go back home, back to Godhead. But these asuras, they do not know 
it. Pravrttim ca nivrttim ca (BG 16 . 7 ). They do not know. Where we shall stop our activities 
and where we shall continue our activities, that they do not know. They are increasing their 
activities on the platform where they will continually suffer. That has to be changed, and 
then our life will be successful.” 


Lecture on BG 16.9 — Hawaii, February 5,1975: 

“We are printing so many books. For spreading this knowledge, that must be distribut¬ 
ed. Home to home, place to place, man to man, this literature must go there. If he... If one 
takes one book, at least one day he’ll read it: “Let me see what is this book I have purchased 
the other day.” And if he reads one line his life will be successful, if he reads one line only, 
carefully. This is such literature. So therefore book distribution I am giving so much stress. 
Somehow or other, small book or big book, if it is given to somebody he’ll read someday 
and he’ll derive...” 


Lecture on BG 16.11-12 — Hawaii, February 7,1975: 

“If you think of Krsna, how to serve Him, that is your perfection of life. Because you’ll 
think at the time of death of Krsna. Ante narayana-smrtih. That is the perfection of life. 
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Ante, at the time of death, if you remember Krsna, then your life is successful.” 

Lecture on BG 16.13-15 — Hawaii, February 8,1975: 

“You cannot stop desires. That is not possible, but purify the desire. Purify the desire. Pu¬ 
rify desire means that the same hopes, hope against hope, just to improve your position as 
devotee... That will help you to make your life successful.” 

Lecture on BG 18.45 — Durban, October 11,1975: 

“Therefore Krsna says that, “This kind of service rendering will never satisfy you, neither 
the party will be satisfied. You give up all this wrong engagement; you give service to Me.” 
Sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekarn saranarh vraja (BG 18.66). “Then I will give up so 
many duties I have got?” “Yes, you can give up.” “No, I will be involved in sinful activities 
because I am giving all, others service.” “Yes.” Aharh tvarn sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami: 
“I shall give you protection. Don’t bother. Don’t worry.” This is the sum and substance of 
the instruction in the Bhagavad-gita, and you have to learn it. Then our life will be success¬ 
ful.” 


Lecture on BG Lecture — Ahmedabad, December 8,1972: 

“Just like if you pour water in the root of the tree, the all the branches, twigs, flowers, 
leaves—everything becomes nourished automatically. Similarly, if you put foodstuff on 
the stomach, then all the indriyas, all the different limbs and parts of the body automat¬ 
ically become nourished. Similarly, Krsna is the origin of everything, root. Aham adir hi 
devanam (Bg 10.2). Aharh sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvarn pravartate (BG 10.8). There¬ 
fore if we try to understand Krsna, if we try to serve Krsna, then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on BG Lecture — Ahmedabad, December 8,1972: 

“In this way, we are wandering throughout the whole universe. But if want to stop it, if we 
want to become again originally situated in our constitutional position, then we must un¬ 
derstand Bhagavad-gita as it is. We must try to understand Krsna as He is. Then our life 
will be successful.” 

Thus ends Damodara Svarupa’s archives ofSrtla Prabhupada’s quotes on how to make 
your life successful from ‘the Bhagavad-gita\ 
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Make your life successful with quotes by 
Srila Prabhupada from his lectures on 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 

(Bhagavata Pur ana) 


Lecture on SB 1.2.5 — Vrndavana, October 16,1972: 

“So religious persecution is always there. Even the father, what to speak of others? The 
father, Hiranyakasipu, he chastised his son. So don’t be afraid. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
wanted. Yare dekha tare kaha krsna-upadesa (CC Madhya 7-128), Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
said. This is the mission of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Anyone you meet, any dumb rascal or 
gentleman, it doesn’t matter, try to convince him about Krsna and let him inquire about 
Krsna. Then his life will be successful. Simply he begins to inquire, “What is Krsna?” Then 
his, means, he’ll, path of liberation becomes open immediately.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.6 — Hyderabad, April 18,1974: 

“So long you are disturbed materially, there is no possibility. But these material distur¬ 
bances cannot be subsided by your concocted method. It can be subsided by the mercy 
bestowed by Krsna. That is the process. Samsara-davanala-lidha-loka **. So spiritual life is 
real life. Material life is not real. Material life is temporary. So everyone can be situated in 
the spiritual life, sa vai pumsam paro dharmo yato bhaktih (SB 1.2.6), simply by being situ¬ 
ated in the devotional service of the Lord. Yato bhaktih. Bhakti required. 

So there are many instances in the sastras. If you refer to the sastras... Bhagavad-glta is the 
essence of all Vedic literature. You read it carefully. And we are presenting Bhagavad-glta 
as..., without any malinterpretation. We don’t interpret. We present Bhagavad-glta as it is, 
and it is working. So I am requesting also in India that you read Bhagavad-glta as it is. You 
understand what is the science of God. Your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.7 — New Vrindaban, September 5,1972: 

“So there is scarcity of devotees of God at the present moment. People have rejected God. 
Somebody is saying, “God is dead.” Somebody is accepting a rascal as God. Somebody is 
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declaring himself as God. No, try to understand God scientifically and become a devotee, 
a lover of God, your life will be successful. That is Krsna consciousness movement. It is not 
that “My God,” “Your God,” “This religion,” “That religion.” God is one and religion is one. 
What is that religion? Love of God. That’s all. There is no other second religion. This is the 
religion. Therefore God comes and says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam 
vraja (BG 18.66). This is religion. Don’t be after so-called religion. You become a lover of 
God, you are first-class religionist. That’s all. That is taught by God, sarva-dharman paritya¬ 
jya mam ekam saranam... (BG 18 . 66 ) This is religion.” 


Lecture on SB 1.2.7 — New Vrindaban, September 5,1972: 

“Bhakti-yoga, this is bhakti-yoga, hearing, chanting, remembering, worshiping, offering 
obeisances, to become friend, top become servant, and dedicate everything to Krsna. These 
are the different process of You accept all, or one, two, three, as you can. And even if we ac¬ 
cept one only, then your life will be perfect. If you simply come here and hear, your life will 
be perfect. If you do not worship, if you simply come—therefore we are opening centres all 
over the world—if you simply come here and kindly hear what we are speaking about God, 
your life will be successful. Simply by sravanam.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.7 — New Vrindaban, September 5,1972: 

“Prahlada Maharaja, he was being punished and chastised by his father in so many ways 
but he was simply remembering Krsna. He became perfect. Hanuman, he was not even a 
man, he was animal, but his only business was to serve Lord Ramacandra at any risk. He 
jumped over the ocean. He did not know any Vedanta philosophy, he was an animal. But he 
dedicated his life to serve Lord Ramacandra. He took the risk of jumping over the sea. So in 
this way there are nine different process of bhakti-yoga. You can utilize all of them or you 
can utilize some of them, but if you stick to one only even, then your life will be successful. 
How life will be successful? That is also stated here, janayaty asu vairagyam jnanam ca yad 
ahaitukam (SB 1 . 2 . 7 ). By bhakti-yoga process, your original knowledge will be revived.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.7 — New Vrindaban, September 5,1972: 

“Renouncement and knowledge must be combined. Then your life is successful. Simply 
renouncement, you cannot stay. You renounce, again accept. Again accept. So these two 
things can be achieved very easily, that formula is given here, vasudeve bhagavati bhak- 
ti-yogah prayojitah, janayaty asu (SB 1 . 2 . 7 ). Asu means very quick. Just like these Amer¬ 
ican, European boys, especially I have mentioned. Four years ago they had no knowledge 
of God. Now they have got knowledge of God and they have renounced all nonsense. They 
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have no illicit sex, no intoxication, no gambling, no meat-eating. This is renouncement. So 
this renouncement and knowledge can be acquired, simply this method of bhakti-yoga, 
what is that? Thinking of Krsna, man-mana, to become His devotee, to worship Him, and 
to offer Him obeisances. Only four things. That is called bhakti-yoga, if you adopt it gradu¬ 
ally you will understand God and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.7 — Hyderabad, April 21,1974: 

“If you cannot do anything, you follow the instruction of Krsna. As Krsna says, raso ‘ham 
apsu kaunteya. You are drinking water. While drinking water, as soon as you taste, the 
sweet taste, you simply remember, “This is Krsna.” Is it very difficult task? Not at all. Sim¬ 
ply you have to agree. Raso ‘ham apsu kaunteya prabhasmi sasi-suryayoh (BG 7-8). And as 
soon as in the morning you see the sunshine, “Oh, here is Krsna.” As soon as in the evening 
you see the moonshine, “Oh, here is Krsna.” And what to speak of when the Vedic reciters, 
brahmanas, are chanting, om tad visnoh paramam padam..., in the morning, “Oh, here is 
Krsna. Here is omkara.” In this way you simply think of Krsna. That is Krsna conscious¬ 
ness, and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.8 -- Bombay, December 26,1972 

“According to our Vedic system we keep God’s name our children or family member, so 
that somehow or other, there are thousands of names of Krsna, if we remember one of 
them, our life is successful. This is Krsna consciousness.” 

Lecture on SB 1.2.28-29 — Vrndavana, November 8,1972: 

“One, one who is interested in hearing about Vasudeva, his progress is very quick. Oth¬ 
erwise, it will be simply formalities. Vasudeva-paro dharmo vasudeva-para gatih. The 
ultimate goal: go back to home, back to Godhead. Vasudeva-para gatih. So this verse is 
very nice, Srimad-Bhagavatam. Essence of knowledge. Vasudeva-para veda vasudeva-para 
makhah. We should take advantage of the study of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the direction; then 
our life will be successful, our aim of human life, mission, will be fulfilled. That is the Krsna 
consciousness movement.” 

Lecture on SB 1.3.17 - Los Angeles, September 22,1972: 

“Wife and husband, combination, both should make progress in Krsna consciousness. 
Woman, they are generally equipped with the qualities of passion and ignorance. And 
men also may be, but man can be elevated to the platform of goodness. Woman cannot be. 
Woman cannot be. Therefore if the husband is nice and the woman follows, woman be- 
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comes faithful and chaste to the husband, then their both life becomes successful.” 


Lecture on SB 1.3.21 — Los Angeles, September 26,1972: 

“In this age, one should worship the incarnation of God, Krsna, if he is su-medhasa, he is 
intelligent. Just like this alpa-medhasa, less intelligent. Su-medhasa means highly intelli¬ 
gent, intellectual. How? Yajnaih sankirtana-prayaih, performing the sankirtana-yajna. So 
those who are joining the sanklrtana-yajna, they are very intelligent, su-medhasa. They 
are not all hodgepodge, alpa-medhasa: something this, something that, something... No. 
Just fix up your mind in sanklrtana-yajna. Your life will be successful. Therefore it is called 
su-medhasa. Yajnaih sankirtana-prayair yajanti hi su-medhasah.” 

Lecture on SB 1.5.1-4 — New Vrindaban, May 22,1969: 

“So now, at the present moment, the education is being given to the people how to work 
hard, karma-samjna. That is not now. That is the system everywhere, because every¬ 
one wants to enjoy senses as far as possible, so he has to work very hard. But in the Sri- 
mad- Bhagavatam you will find the instruction is by Rsabhadeva, that this life is not meant 
for that simply hard labor for sense gratification. If you work hard, you try to work hard for 
attaining Krsna consciousness. Then your life will be successful. You have to work hard. If 
you want to enjoy senses, they are not very easily available. It is said that udyoginam pra- 
harsam praheti laksyam.(?) Unless you become industrious, laborious, you cannot enjoy 
even this material world.” 


Lecture on SB 1.5.13 — New Vrindaban, June 16,1969: 

“The idea is that one has not only to understand little about God, but one has to live in 
God. Then his life will be successful. Not that “Yes, God is great, and I go weekly in the 
church or in the temple. I offer my respect.” No, that will not make you liberated. You have 
to be very serious to understand your relationship with God and go back to Godhead. 
Then your life will be successful, not that simply by understanding little. No. That is the 
same position. Just like you cannot derive any benefit or you cannot sit down very nicely 
in a tottering ship, so if you keep your life always tottering... That tottering, that stage, or, 

I mean to say, what is called, tilting stage of life can be stopped only by devotional service, 
Krsna consciousness.” 


Lecture on SB 1.5.15 — New Vrindaban, June 19,1969: 

“So this activity, Krsna consciousness activity, is not only pious; it is transcendental. So if 
you stay on this platform of Krsna consciousness, the easy process, just like we are execut- 
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ing in New Vrindaban, chanting, dancing, eating bhagavata-prasadam, hearing Bhagavata 
or Bhagavad-gita, trying to understand, simple process... It is not very difficult. And you 
are satisfied with little prasadam. Never mind what it is. This process will make you stay 
firm. So don’t deviate. Whatever little regulative principles are there, they are not very 
difficult. Just stick to this principle, chant Hare Krsna, eat prasadam, and your life will be 
successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.5.23 — Vrndavana, August 4,1974: 

“We should be fixed up on the order of Krsna coming through the spiritual master. Then 
our life is successful. This is the secret of success in spiritual life. Yasya prasadad bhaga- 
vat-prasadah **. This is assured. We have to please the spiritual master. And if he’s pleased, 
then Krsna is pleased. The argument that “We do not see Krsna personally. How we can 
satisfy Him?”... You satisfy your spiritual master, then Krsna is pleased. Yasya prasadad 
bhagavat-prasado yasyaprasadat... And if you want to please directly Krsna, and show your 
spiritual master plantain, then na gatih kuto pi. It will be all useless. Yasya prasadad bhaga¬ 
vat-prasado yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto pi.” 

Lecture on SB 1.5.33 — Vrndavana, August 14,1974: 

“So if we want to be free from the entanglement of this karma, then we must work for 
Krsna. Krsna’s another name is Yajna, Yajnabhuja, Visnu. Yajnarthat karmanah. This is the 
cikitsitam. The material activities you are becoming entangled, and you are becoming more 
and more diseased. So you should be treated. How? The same thing. Milk is... Rabri is also 
milk preparation and dahi is also milk preparation. So you are becoming diseased by this 
process. Now you take this process, you will be cured. Then you will be happy. Therefore 
it is said, tad eva hy amayam dravyam na punati cikitsitam. Cikitsitam. We should handle 
everything material properly treated, properly treated. Not to work for anyone. As Caitan- 
ya Mahaprabhu has given us lesson that you are jivera svarupa haya nitya-krsna-dasa (Cc. 
Madhya 20.108-109). Every living entity is eternally the servant of Krsna. So instead of 
becoming servant of your senses, just try to become the servant of Krsna, then your life will 
be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.5.36 — Vrndavana, August 17,1974: 

“Krsna says that you think of Krsna while drinking water, you think of Krsna when you see 
the sunshine, think of Krsna when you see the moonshine, day and night. So at daytime 
there is sunshine, at night there is moonshine. So day and night you can think of Krsna. So, 
so many ways... Krsna-siksaya, bhagavac-chiksaya, as He has taught in the Bhagavad-gita, 
you think of always Krsna. Then your life is successful. Man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 

21 Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Make your life successful 22 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 

mad-yaji mam namaskuru (BG 18 . 65 ). So therefore bhakti-yoga means vairagya-vidya. 

You have to stop thinking of this material bhukti, mukti, siddhi. Simply you have to think 
of Krsna. That is spiritual platform. That is instructed here. Try to follow and your life will 
be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 1.7.2-4 — Durban, October 14,1975: 

“One bead equals sixteen times, so the whole bead chain there is hundred and eight. So one 
round means about seventeen hundred. In this way, our disciples are advised to chant at 
least sixteen rounds. This is our daily duty. It takes about two hours, and after that we are 
engaging so many other businesses. Somebody is typing or printing books, somebody is 
going to sell books, somebody is collecting subscription, somebody is cooking for the tem¬ 
ple Deity, Radha-Krsna. So in this way, our inmates or our members are always engaged. 
Klrtanlyah sada harih (CC Adi 17-31), this is recommendation of Sri Caitanya Mahapra- 
bhu. Somehow or other, be engaged twenty-four hours in Krsna consciousness. Then your 
life will be successful.” 


Lecture on SB 1 . 7.8 -- Vrndavana, September 7,1976: 

“If you hear from the right person, properly, then you become perfect. There is no need of 
literary education. Therefore Vedas are called sruti. Sruti means... Formerly the students, 
they were learning everything. Their memory was so nice and sharp that simply by hearing 
from guru’s mouth they would learn. In the Kali-yuga, because the memory is not so str... 
(break) ...Vyasadeva recorded this in writing, that “The rascals will come henceforward. 
They will have not very sharp brain, memory, so let me keep this literature in writing so 
that in future they may take advantage of it. Or somebody will read and they will hear. In 
this way their life will be successful.’” 

Lecture on SB 1.7.20-21 — Vrndavana, September 17,1976: 

“So it is so nice thing. If you neglectfully chant, still there is success, but it will take some 
time. And if you chant very carefully, following the rules and regulations, then your success 
in this life is guaranteed. So we can make our choice, because always Krsna gives us the 
chance to make our choice.” 


Lecture on SB 1.7.32-33 — Vrndavana, September 27,1976: 

“So vasudevasya matam? Sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja (BG 18 . 66 ). 
This is vasudevasya. “You simply surrender unto Me.” That is real mata. Everyone is sur¬ 
rendered. Even Sankaracarya says bhagavad-gita kincid adhita(?). If you read little, a por- 
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tion of Bhagavad-glta, your life will be successful. That is the recommendation given by... 
Sva bhagavan svayam krsna vasudeva devakl-vasudevasya nandana(?). He has admitted. 
Narayanah parah avyaktat. Actually nirvisesa-vada is for this material world because it 
is mithya. They say, the Shankarites, they say mithya. We Vaisnavas, we don’t say mithya, 
because mithya it cannot be. If the Absolute Truth is true, how mithya can come from the 
param satyam? Brahma satyam. If Brahman is truth, how... Janmady asya yatah (SB 1.1.l), 
everything is born from Brahman. How something can be untruth? No. That is not. Truth 
is there, but when we misunderstand the truth or misuse the truth, then we are in trouble. 
That is Vaisnava philosophy.” 

Lecture on SB 1.7.32-33 — Vrndavana, September 27,1976: 

“So following the mahajanas, the principles, as Arjuna is doing, we must follow the in¬ 
structions of Krsna. That is fully explained in the Bhagavad-glta. And surrender unto Him. 
And then our life will be successful. There will be no disturbances. Otherwise, if we declare 
independence, that is troublesome. It will create simply trouble. Daivi hy esa gunamayl 
mama maya duratyaya (BG 7.14). That is maya. To think oneself independent is maya. We 
are not independent. We are completely under the control. So, so long we declare indepen¬ 
dence we suffer. And if we remain fully dependent on the will of Krsna, Vasudeva, then we 
are happy.” 

Lecture on SB 1.7.36-37 — Vrndavana, September 29,1976: 

“Never mind what you are. Either you may be sannyasl or may be grhastha or may be brah- 
rnacari or a brahmana, a ksatriya, or vaisya, sudra. Never mind. Try to satisfy Krsna. Try to 
please Krsna. Then your life is successful. Otherwise, you are pramatta, mad. Nunam pra- 
mattah kurute vikarma (SB 5-5.4). So long you shall remain a pramatta, you shall act just 
opposite function, and you’ll be entangled.” 

Lecture on SB 1.8.18 — Chicago, July 4,1974: 

“So our students are advised..., not advised, they must follow; otherwise they will fall down. 
Because a sinful man cannot understand God. One side we should practice the regulative 
principles and the devotional process, another side we should avoid sinful activities. Then 
Krsna is present, and you can talk with Krsna, we can be with Krsna. Krsna is so kind. Just 
like Kunti is talking with Krsna as her nephew, similarly you can talk with Krsna as your 
son, as your husband, as your lover, as your friend, as your master, as you like. So I am very 
glad this, to, to see the Chicago temple. You are doing very nice, and the hall is also very 
nice. So go on with your service attitude and realize Krsna. Then your life will be success¬ 
ful.” 
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Lecture on SB 1.8.19 — Mayapura, September 29,1974: 

“If we don’t hear about Krsna, then how we’ll make advance? We have to hear. My Guru 
Maharaja was very kind upon me because I was very much interested to hear him. That 
you know. I hear him. I did not understand him, actually. In the beginning I could not un¬ 
derstand him. He was speaking in so high philosophical way that it was not... Still, I wanted 
to hear him. That was my only qualification. So the... It is the process. During lecture time, 
if we don’t care to hear or we do other things or take rest, that is not very good sign. We 
should be very much careful. Then we shall remain mudha-drsa. Nato natyadharo yatha. 
We have taken the vow to see Krsna or to understand Krsna. We should be very, very seri¬ 
ous and do the needful. Then our life will be successful.” 


Lecture on SB 1.8.21 — New York, April 13,1973: 

“So we should take to this Krsna consciousness movement according to the sastra. Sri... 

I am very pleased that you are doing nicely, dressing the Deity very nicely. More and 
more, in this way offer Krsna nice prasadam, nice foodstuff, nice dress. Keep the temple 
very clean. Srl-mandira-marjanadisu. Marjana means cleansing. Either you dress Krsna 
or cleanse the temple, the effect is the same. Don’t think that “I am a cleanser and he is a 
dresser.” No. The dresser and the cleanser are the same. Krsna is Absolute. In any way, be 
engaged in Krsna’s service. Your life will be successful. This is Krsna consciousness move¬ 
ment.” 


Lecture on SB 1.8.35 — Mayapura, October 15,1974: 

“Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, brahma-janme nahi mora asa, klta-janma hao yatha tuwa 
dasa. This is Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s song, that “Let me become one insect where there is 
Your devotee, because if I fall down on the dust of the devotee, my life will be successful.” 
Therefore Bhaktivinoda Thakura says, klta-janma hao yatha tuwa dasa, bahir-mukha brah¬ 
ma... Brahma-janma is not easy. It is very difficult. But if Brahma is bahir-mukha-bahir- 
mukha means not devotee of Krsna—it is possible. Because we are in ignorance, maya, at 
any time we can forget Krsna. Therefore we have to always be engaged in Krsna conscious¬ 
ness so that we may not forget Krsna. And that is stated here, sravana-smarana-arhana. 
Sravana means hearing, And smarana means memorizing, and arhana means worshiping 
the Deity.” 

Lecture on SB 1.8.37 — Los Angeles, April 29,1973: 

“This is a very nice verse for the surrendered soul seeking the protection of Krsna. And if 
we remain in that position, that our only protector is Krsna and our only duty is to serve 
Krsna, then our life is successful.” 
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Lecture on SB 1.13.11 — Geneva, June 2,1974: 

“You have enough of this material enjoyment. You have enjoyed. Or you have seen that 
there is no actually profit. Therefore you are in a spirit... That is natural. That is natural. If 
one has enjoyed very much, the next stage will be renunciation. This is natural. So because 
you have got a renouncing spirit, you are understanding or taking Krsna consciousness 
very nicely, at least, very eagerly. Jnana-vairagya. That is required. This vairagya then... I 
therefore sometimes like these hippies because they have a spirit of renunciation. That is 
very good position. Simply they require jhana, or knowledge. Then their life will be suc¬ 
cessful. To bring one to the platform of renunciation, that is a very difficult job. Especially 
when one has got nice wife, nice home, nice bank balance, it is very, very difficult.” 

Lecture on SB Excerpt — New York, March 7,1975: 

“Rich family means there is no question of economic problem. He is full, born with silver 
spoon. So without any worrying for his livelihood—he has already everything—he can 
simply chant Hare Krsna. But there is no guidance. He thinks “I have got this money for 
nothing. Let me enjoy for sense gratification.” That is the difficulty. He is in bad association. 
Otherwise he has got the best opportunity. Just like you. You are Americans. You have no 
scarcity. You have got this opportunity. So you chant this Krsna consciousness movement 
very seriously, and your life will be successful. Because you have no problem. Naturally you 
have got everything. So take this Krsna consciousness movement and be happy in this life 
and next life.” 


Lecture on SB 1.15.29 — Los Angeles, December 7,1973: 

“So this chance should be given. Let them chant Hare Krsna, either willfully, or jokingly, 
or any way, let him chant Hare Krsna. This is the movement. Let him chant once, let his 
tongue utter this transcendental vibration, Hare Krsna, his life will be successful. It is such 
nice movement. You haven’t got to do anything. Simply you come here and see Radha- 
Krsna, you will be benefited. It is very easy. Su-sukham kartum avyayam (BG 9-2). And 
once you get the impression of Radha-Krsna for meditation, and if you increase, then life, 
you are success. Life is successful. Because as soon as you become little inclined to see 
Radha-Krsna, Krsna within your heart, that means you have developed His love.” 

Lecture on SB 1.15.45 — Los Angeles, December 23,1973: 

“Unnecessarily create, by illicit sex life, enemy, and then become killed and finish your 
life. That is called grhamedhi. You require wife. That’s all right. Take wife. There is no scar¬ 
city of wife. Live peacefully. Chant Hare Krsna. “No, I have got my wife; I want another. I 
want another.” Like dogs. Yes. So the dog civilization cannot help us. This will not help us. 
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Human life is meant for something else. Nayam deho deha-bhajarh nrloke kastan kaman 
arhate vid-bhujam (SB 5.5-1). Everything is discussed in Bhagavata. Therefore we request 
the whole human society to read these valuable books, valuable. Oh, they are missing the 
opportunity. Let them read these books. Then life will be successful. So this human life is 
not meant for like dogs and cats and hogs. That is said in the Bhagavatam.” 

Lecture on SB 1.16.8 — Los Angeles, January 5,1974: 

“There is no literature throughout the universe like Srimad-Bhagavatam. There is no com¬ 
parison. There is no competition. Every word is for the good of the human society. Every 
word, each and every word. Therefore we stress so much in the book distribution. Some¬ 
how or other, if the book goes in one hand, he will be benefited. At least he will see, “Oh, 
they have taken so much price. Let me see what is there.” If he reads one sloka, his life will 
be successful. If one sloka, one word. This is such nice things. Therefore we are stressing 
so much, “Please distribute book, distribute book, distribute book.” A greater mrdanga. 

We are chanting, playing our mrdanga. It is heard within this room or little more. But 
this mrdanga will go home to home, country to country, community to community, this 
mrdanga.” 

Lecture on SB 2.1.1 — Paris, June 9,1974: 

“Soul is part and parcel of Krsna. So why I am so much fond of soul? Because it is part and 
parcel of Krsna. Therefore, ultimately, I love Krsna. This is the conclusion. And if I do not 
love Krsna, that is my abnormal stage. And the normal stage is I love Krsna. Therefore 
we are trying to awaken Krsna consciousness. As soon as one is fixed up in Krsna con¬ 
sciousness and begins to love Krsna, then he doesn’t want to love anything more. Svamin 
krtartho ‘smi: “Now I am fully satisfied.” So otherwise, we’ll have many questions, many 
answers so long we are not self-realized, and our time will be spoiled. So this krsna-prasna, 
inquiry about Krsna, that should continually go on. And all the answers you’ll find in the 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. And simply by questions and answer, your life will 
be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 2.1.2 -- Vrndavana, March 17,1974: 

“So there are so many description of the Gosvamls. These eight slokas of Srlni... Krsnot- 
klrtana-gana-nartana-parau premamrtambho-nidhl dhiradhlra-jana-priyau priya-karau 
nirmatsarau pujitau. Because they were nirmatsarau pujitau, they were worshiped by ev¬ 
eryone. Pujitau. Srl-caitanya-krpa-bharau bhuvi bhuvo bharavahantara... And because they 
received the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, they were able to lessen the burden of this 
material world. Bharavahant...vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau srl-jiva-gopalakau. So if 
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you simply study these eight verses of the Gosvamis... Vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau 
srl-jiva-gopalakau. In Vrndavana, they lived, and they set the examples. And if you follow 
their footsteps, then your life will be successful. So, so many others, the so-called gosvamis, 
have become envious about us, but if you become one of them, then your life is not very... 
You just try to follow the real Gosvamis and make your life as gosvaml. Then people will 
adore you.” 

Lecture on SB 2.1.5 — Los Angeles, August 13,1972: 

“One who is faithfully engaged in his own business, particular type of business, his human 
birth, his human life is successful, if he’s successful man, then by successfully, properly ex¬ 
ecuting his particular type of business, if he can, at the end of his life, remember Narayana, 
the Supreme Lord, that is the success of life. It doesn’t matter that you have got to chant or 
dance, but here it is recommended somehow or other, if you can manage to remember or 
memorize the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana, at the end of your life, that is 
your success. Otherwise, your life is failure.” 

Lecture on SB 2.1.5 — Delhi, November 8,1973: 

“Everyone can become spiritual master. Krsna’s speaking is there in the Bhagavad-gita. You 
simply repeat what Krsna says. You become spiritual master. It is not very difficult. Krsna 
says, man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad-yajl mam. You simply say that “You become dev¬ 
otee of Krsna.” Where is the difficulty? No difficulty. Krsna says, man-mana bhaktah. You 
say, “You become Krsna’s bhakta.” Actually, we are doing that. We are not doing any mirac¬ 
ulous thing. People say that “Swamiji, you have done miracles.” But what miracles I have 
done? I am simply repeating Krsna’s words. That’s all. So everyone can do that. Everyone 
can take this matter very seriously. His life will be successful. He will make others success¬ 
ful. It is so nice thing.” 

Lecture on SB 2.3.17 — Los Angeles, July 12,1969: 

“False means maybe, temporary. You are American. You are feeling that you belong to the 
rich country, very beautiful body, no scarcity of food. That’s all right, but it is also tempo¬ 
rary. It is not permanent. And next life you do not know. Even if you have no information 
what is life after death, but there is. There is life after death. The body is changing. This is 
the instruction of Krsna consciousness. The body is changing, but the soul is eternal. We 
are busy with the bodily affairs of life, but we do not take care of the soul. That is the mis¬ 
take of the present civilization. Krsna consciousness is teaching to the people in general, 
the philosophers, the religionists, the leaders, that this is not the way of civilization. You try 
to develop your consciousness to the standard of Krsna. Then your life will be successful.” 
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Lecture on SB 2.3.19 - Los Angeles, June 14,1972: 

“Vedas are called sruti. Sruti means this is not experimental knowledge. This knowledge is 
acquired by hearing, that’s all. If you have got nice receptive power through the ear, then 
your life can be successful. You don’t require to use any other sense. This one sense will 
make you correct.” 

Lecture on SB 2.9.14 — Melbourne, April 13,1972: 

“You should read all this. You don’t read. In the first volume of Bhagavata these things are 
explained. But I don’t think you read all these things. Do you read? So if you don’t read, 
then you will feel restless: “Oh, let me go from Japan to India, from India to Japan.” You are 
restless because you don’t read. I am laboring so hard for you, but you don’t take advantage. 
Don’t take advantage of eating and sleeping. Take advantage of these books. Then your life 
will be successful. My duty—I have given you so valuable things, day and night trying to 
convince you, each word to word. And if you don’t take advantage of this, then what can I 
do for you? All right.” 

Lecture on SB 3.25.9 — Bombay, November 9,1974: 

“So God comes, God explains Himself. He leaves behind Him His instruction, Bhaga- 
vad-gita. Still... He says, “You try to see Me like this, see Me like that,” raso ‘ham apsu kaun- 
teya prabhasmi... (BG 7-8). Still, if we do not know what is God, then what kind of man I 
am? Just imagine. A mudha. That’s all. So try to see God through the instructions of De- 
vahuti and Kapiladeva. Your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 3.25.29 — Bombay, November 29,1974: 

“Krsna-bhajana is not so easy. But if you voluntarily, if after hearing so many qualities of 
Krsna, transcendental qualities, if you somehow or other become attracted to Krsna con¬ 
sciousness, then your life is successful. Yena tena prakarena manah krsne nivesayet. Some¬ 
how or other you attach your mind to Krsna consciousness.” 

Lecture on SB 3.25.35 — Bombay, December 4,1974: 

“Therefore sometimes in the Vedas it is said that “God has no hand.” That means He has no 
this material hand. But He can accept your offerings. That means He has got hand, but that 
is a different type. That is explained, sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah (Bs. 5.1). So in this way we 
have to study the science of God, the science of Krsna. Then our life will be successful. And 
tyaktva deham punar janma naiti (BG 4.9). And if we can understand Krsna’s activities, 
Krsna’s form, Krsna’s quality, then we become fit for going back to home, back to Godhead. 
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Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam e... (BG 4-9).” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.2 — Bombay, December 14,1974: 

“So kamam, dharma-viruddho kamam aham asmi, Krsna says. Even without wife and ev¬ 
erything. Then you take sannyasa. That is the stage of hrdaya-granthi-bhedanam. Hrdaya- 
granthi-bhedanam. Not that up to the last point of death you are attached to a family and 
wife and children. That is animal life. That is not human life. Human life, you must try to 
unknot this hrdaya-granthi, man and woman. Hrdaya-granthi-bhedanam. That is self-real¬ 
ization. So this Sankhya philosophy described by Kapiladeva is very scientifically described 
and if we try to assimilate it then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.3 — Bombay, December 15,1974: 

“Sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam (BG 18.66),” but I’ll not do. Therefore 
Krsna is giving me all chances: “Do whatever you like. But if... You reap the result. If you 
hear My word, then you give up this. You come again. Because your position is prakrteh 
parah. Your position, My position, is prakrteh parah. Your position is prakrteh parah. Why 
you are rotting in this, within this material world?” In this way, if we understand our posi¬ 
tion and God’s position and our relationship with God, in this way, if we become enlight¬ 
ened, jnanam, then atma-darsanam. Atma-darsanam, that means self-realization. So this 
human life is meant for self-realization, not simply wasting time like cats and dogs, eating, 
sleeping, mating, and... No. That is not human life. Athato brahma jijnasa. Everyone should 
be interested himself, God, and his relationship. Then the life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.4 — Bombay, December 16,1974: 

“Actually, the conditioned soul in this material world, they are sleeping. Therefore Vedas 
says, uttisthata jagrata prapya varan nibodhata, that “You rascal, you are why sleeping?” 
They are not sleeping. They are thinking, “I’m so busy.” But that busy-ness is also dream, 
just like a man sleeping and dreaming that he is very busy. So this kind of life is con¬ 
demned. Therefore the Veda says, “Get up! Get up! Now you have got this...” Prapya varan 
nibodhata: “You have got this human form of life. You try to understand Krsna. You try to 
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Try to understand your relationship and 
act accordingly. Then your life will be successful. Otherwise you are wasting your time.’” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.5 — Bombay, December 17,1974: 

“So try to come to the platform of sattva-guna. Not sattva-guna-brahma-bhuta (SB 
4.30.20), transcendental, spiritual platform. Come to this brahma-bhuta; then your life will 
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be successful. And if you want to live this colorful life—sometimes Brahma, sometimes 
dog, sometimes cat, sometimes human being, sometimes king, sometimes worm of the 
stool—in this way, if you like this colorful life... The colorful life is going by the modes of 
material nature. As we are contaminating different colorful life, we are having this body. 

So in order to... The Buddha philosophy gives little hint only, nirvana: “You just finish this 
colorful life.” But it does not give further enlightenment.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.17 — Bombay, December 26,1974: 

“Again there will be creation: bhutva bhutva prallyate (BG 8.19). This is the mode of cre¬ 
ation. So we should take advantage of this Vedic literature. Tad-vijnanartham sa gurum 
evabhigacchet (MU 1.2.12). One, everyone, should approach the bona fide spiritual master 
and take lessons from the Vedic literature. Then this life will be successful. We are rotting 
in this material world. Bhutva bhutva prallyate (BG 8.19). Getting one short type of body, 
live there for some time, again it is annihilated, again another body. And we do not know 
what kind of body. That will depend on our karma. So... But you have to accept. Tatha de- 
hantara-praptih (BG 2.13).” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.21 -- Bombay, December 30,1974: 

“Visnu is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. But that we do not know. Na te viduh 
svartha-gatim hi visnum (SB 7.5-31). That we do not know. And because people, they do 
not know it, therefore this mission, Krsna consciousness, is there, just to make people 
enlightened, “Know it now. Know it now. In the other previous lives, cats, dogs, trees, and 
fishes and insects and all so many other—there are eight million, four hundred...—you 
could not know it. Now you have got this human form of body. Take advantage of this 
knowledge. Take advantage of the information given in the Vedic literature.” Uttisthata 
jagrata prapya varan nibodhata. “You have got so much advantages. Now learn them. And 
you have got developed consciousness, human being. Try to understand them. And then 
your life will be successful.’” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.23-4 — Bombay, January 1,1975: 

“Krsna says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja (BG 18.66). Krsna also... 
Guru also says the same thing. That is guru’s business, that “You surrender to Krsna and 
fully be engaged in Krsna’s service.” So therefore Narottama dasa Thakura advises, “Take 
this very seriously.” Ar na koriho mane asa: “No more. Stop any other desires.” Then your 
life is successful. Ar na koriho mane asa. 
vyavasayatmika buddhir 
ekeha kuru-nandana 
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bahu-sakha hy anantas ca 
buddhayo ‘vyavasayinam 
(BG2.41) 

Buddhayo ‘vyavasayinam. Vyavasayatmika, niscayatmika. “Now, my life will be success¬ 
ful when I accept very seriously the instruction given by Krsna and it is delivered to me 
through the transparent via media of guru. Then it will be successful.” Ar na koriho mane 

- r - 

asa. 

Lecture on SB 3.26.26 — Bombay, January 3,1975: 

“This conception that “I have become now brahminically qualified. I have got knowledge. 

I can see things,” jnanarh vijnanam astikyam, that is not sufficient. You have to stop your 
birth and death. This process you have to stop. Then your life is successful. And that can be 
easily done if you become Krsna conscious. Bhaja vasudevam. You have to become devo¬ 
tee of Vasudeva. Vasudeve bhagavati bhakti-yogah prayojitah (SB 1 . 2 . 7 ). You have to take 
the shelter of bhakti-yoga, Vasudeva. Then your life will be successful. Sa mahatma sudur- 
labhah. Vasudevah sarvam iti sa mahatma (BG 7.19). You have to become sudurlabhah 
mahatma, not cheap mahatma. A cheap mahatma will not help you. You have to become 
real mahatma. What is real mahatma? Mahatmanas tu marh partha daivirn prakrtim 
asritah, bhajanty ananya-manasah (BG 9-13). That is mahatma.” 

Lecture on SB 3 . 26.29 — Bombay, January 6,1975: 

“The spirit soul is sometimes in one species of life; sometimes he’s another species of life. 
Sometimes he is in this planet; sometimes another planet. In this way, according to his kar¬ 
ma, he is wandering. That is his material life. So ei rupe brahmanda bhramite (CC Madhya 
19.151). He is loitering, wandering without any aim. “What is the aim of life? Why I have 
put into this condition, accepting this material body, the source of all miseries?”—these 
questions should be asked. This is called brahma-jijnasa. And that should be answered 
properly. Then our life will be successful. Otherwise it is as useless as the body of a cat or a 
dog—no understanding, mudha. Mudha. So the cats’ and dogs’ life or the cats and dogs in 
two legs... Any human being who has no spiritual knowledge, he is no better than the cats 
and dogs, but difference is: the cats and dogs have got four legs, and this animal has got two 
legs, that’s all. Dvipada-pasu. They have been described as dvipada-pasu. Dvi means two, 
and pada means leg.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.30 -- Bombay, January 7,1975: 

“So these pasandls are flourishing in this Kali-yuga on account of our these doubts. What 
is that? Sarhsaya, this sarhsaya. So the first business of spiritual life is to become free from 
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samsaya. Because samsayatma vinasyati. We should accept the statement of the sastra, 
we should accept the statement of authorities and make our life following. Evam param- 
para-praptam (BG 4.2). That is actually parampara system, as Krsna says, as Krsna’s devo¬ 
tee says, His authorized agent says. Then our life will be successful. Otherwise samsayatma 
vinasyati.” 


Lecture on SB 3.26.35-36 -- Bombay, January 12,1975 

“So this Krsna consciousness movement is gradually developing up to the stage of ra- 
ga-bhakti or para-bhakti. Then life is successful. In that way we should not be disturbed by 
these ethereal interactions. As it is stated here, mrdutvam kathinatvam ca saityam usnat- 
vam eva ca. We are disturbed by these things. Suppose we are lying on the floor. It is kathi¬ 
natvam: it is very hard.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.42 — Bombay, January 17,1975: 

“Because they have no information of the lotus feet of Krsna, where to enjoy ananda, anan- 
damayo ‘bhyasat (Vedanta-sutra 1.1.12), and they are by nature seeking after ananda, this 
so-called oneness, monism, that will not please them. They will require again ananda. But 
because anadrta-yusmad-anghrayah, they have not worshiped Krsnas lotus feet, they come 
down again in this material world and worship the feet of maya. That is their position. 
Aruhya krcchrena param padam tatah patanty adhah (SB 10.2.32). And as soon as you are 
engaged in the service of maya, that is your adhah patanti. Adhah patanti. As we, all these 
materialistic person who are within this material, you are serving maya... Everyone is serv¬ 
ing. Nobody is without serving. But they are serving maya. So you have to transfer your 
service from maya to Krsna. Then your life will be successful and you will taste different 
varieties of prasadam perpetually and enjoy life eternally and blissfully.” 

Lecture on SB 3.26.47 — Bombay, January 22,1975: 

“So the sound is very important thing. The sound is the cause of our bondage in this mate¬ 
rial world. Just like in big, big cities they are attached to the sound vibrated by the cinema 
artist. And not only that, so many other things we are hearing through the radio message. 
Attachment for the sound. And because it is material sound, we are becoming materially 
entangled, entangled more and more. Some actress, some cinema artist, singing, and peo¬ 
ple are so fond of hearing that singing that the artist is paid fifteen thousand rupees for one 
song. There are many here in Bombay. So just see how much attraction we have got for the 
material sound vibration. Similarly, the same attachment, if we turn to hear about Hare 
Krsna maha-mantra, then we become liberated, the same sound. One is material; one is 
spiritual. So you practice to be attached by this spiritual sound vibration. Then your life will 
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Lecture on SB 3.26.47 — Bombay, January 22,1975: 

“Krsna consciousness movement is meant for this purpose, that “You have already attach¬ 
ment for sound. Now just transfer this attachment for spiritual sound. Then your life will 
be successful.” This is Hare Krsna movement, teaching people how to transfer the attach¬ 
ment from material sound to the spiritual sound. Narottama dasa Thakura therefore sings, 
golokera prema-dhana, hari-nama-sankirtana, rati na janmilo kene tay. This sound coming 
from the spiritual world, golokera prema-dhana, by chanting, by hearing this sound, we 
shall develop our original dormant love for God. That is wanted. Prema pum-artho mahan. 
In the material world we are accepting dharmartha-kama-moksa (SB 4.8.41) as very im¬ 
portant. Purusartha. Dharma, to become religious, and by becoming religious, we develop 
our economic development.” 

Lecture on SB 3.28.19 — Nairobi, October 29,1975: 

“KIrtana does not mean any other demigod. KIrtana means of Visnu. Sravanam klrtanam 
visnoh, clearly state. But these bogus, so-called swamis and yogis, they cheat people, bluff 
people by their own concoction. That is the difficulty. Even if you speak the right truth, 
they are unable to receive it because they have been deceived by so many rascals. So klrta- 
na means... Krsna says in the Bhagavad..., satatam klrtayanto mam (BG 9-14), Krsna. He 
doesn’t say that “Any klrtana will do.” No. He doesn’t say. Satatam klrtayanto mam yatantas 
ca drdha-vratah (BG 9-14). So everything is there. Stick to Hare Krsna maha-mantra and 
see the Deity always and have impression of the Deity. In whichever position you are, you’ll 
be meditating and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB Questions & Answers — Hyderabad, April 10,1975: 

“All these material qualities one can transcend and remain in the Brahman platform. Brah- 
ma-bhuyaya kalpate. Brahma-bhutah prasannatma na socati na kanksati (BG 18.54). This 
is the process. It is not that we shall possess this quality, certain percentage, that quality, 
certain percentage. No. Above all qualities. That should be the aim of life. Then we shall be 
in the Brahman platform or in the spiritual platform, and then our life will be successful. 
Otherwise, struggle for existence... Bhutva bhutva pralryate (BG 8.19). We take one type of 
body according to the contamination of material modes of nature. We suffer or enjoy, then 
again we die, again we accept another body. In this way it continues, and we remain entan¬ 
gled in this material world.” 
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Lecture on SB 5.5.1 -- Vrndavana, October 23,1976: 

“Nobody should think himself that he is very prestigious person, falsely. Nobody is presti¬ 
gious. Everyone should be humble. So these three, four things we should learn, and that is 
tapasya. And we should avoid the sinful activities, namely, no illicit sex, no meat-eating, no 
gambling, no intoxication. These are some of the positive and negative formulas given by 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. And if we follow this tapasya and chant Hare Krsna, then our life is 
successful.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.1 — Vrndavana, October 23,1976: 

“Life is successful means it is stated here, sattvam suddhyed yasmad brahma-saukhyam tv 
anantam (SB 5.5-1). We are, every one of us, we are after happiness, sukham. From sukham 
it has come saukhyam. That happiness, if we want to continue our eternal life, then we 
require eternal happiness. Without happiness our life is not worth. Anandamayo ‘bhyasat 
(Vedanta-sutra 1.1.12). Everyone should be happy, anandamaya. That is spiritual world.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.1 -- Vrndavana, October 23,1976: 

“Simply if you sincerely think that “How shall I serve Krsna?” “Krsna” does not mean 
simply Krsna. “Krsna” means Krsna, Krsna’s name, Krsna’s form, Krsna’s quality, Krsna’s 
paraphernalia, Krsna’s association—everything in connection. Nirbandhe krsna-sam- 
bandha yukta vairagyam ucyate. Everything. So in this way if we lead our life, then this 
life will be successful, and then the result will be yasmad brahma-saukhyam (SB 5-5.1). 
Brahma-saukhyam. Here brahma-saukhyam maybe interpreted, as MayavadI says, brah- 
ma-sukha, brahma-lim. This is also brahma-lin, brahma-sukha, but it is not the MayavadI 
philosophy. MayavadI philosophy is to kill himself, to become one with Brahman.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.2 -- Johannesburg, October 22,1975: 

“So there are two kinds of mahatma. One is renounced order. They are preaching all over 
the world for the benefit of the society. And the grhastha, he may not be preaching... 

He can preach. Amongst his relatives, member, children, he can also preach, friends. So 
preaching cannot be stopped. You do small scale or big scale—the benefit will be sravanarh 
klrtanam. Just we like are preaching. You are hearing also, and you are chanting also. So 
this chanting and hearing process should be increased. One should try to become sinless 
and try to make friendship with God. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.3 — Vrndavana, October 25,1976: 

“Just like Narada Muni. Narada Muni is traveling all over the universe. He’s going to hell, 
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heaven, everywhere, and trying to make disciples who can become Krsna’s devotee. He 
does not stay anywhere for more than three minutes, like that. He’s traveling always. This is 
sama-cittah: always going everywhere: “You become devotee, you become Krsna conscious 
so that your life will be successful.” Preaching, that is wanted. Sama-cittah. As soon as there 
is some facility, one should approach the fallen souls. People are suffering. Mandah suman- 
da-matayo manda-bhagya (SB l.l.io). They are so unfortunate, they are suffering in this 
material world. Give them the information at least that “Why you are suffering? You take to 
Krsna consciousness and be happy.” That is wanted. That is sama-cittah.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.5 — Stockholm, September 10,1973: 

“Just like we love our beloved, our child or husband or wife... That is also not love. That is a 
temporary sentiment. Actual love is possible with Krsna. That is actual love. Once you love 
Krsna, it cannot be broken at any time. It cannot be broken, any circumstances. So there¬ 
fore somehow or other we have to... Yena tena prakarena manah krsne nivesayet. Somehow 
or other you must engage yourself in loving Krsna. That is the success of life.” 

Lecture on SB 5.5.19 — Vrndavana, November 7,1976: 

“Everything is coming from Him. So dharma and adharma, that is duality, duality under¬ 
standing within this material world. In the spiritual world there is no such thing. The dhar¬ 
ma and adharma is the same thing because the same source. This to be understood from 
right sources, right person. Then we can understand. But He comes, Krsna comes, out of 
His causeless mercy to inform us. Not only Krsna—many others incarnation of Krsna. Just 
like Rsabhadeva. He is also incarnation of Krsna. He is explaining Himself. So we should 
take advantage of understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Absolute Truth, 
from the Absolute Truth. Don’t speculate. Speculation has no meaning. So we have got this 
instruction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the Bhagavad-glta. So if we are seri¬ 
ous about understanding about God, then we can hear from Him. And whatever He says, 
whatever He instructs, you take it. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.6 — Los Angeles, January 3,1970: 

“So we have to become little intelligent to take to this Krsna consciousness. It is not very 
costly thing. You haven’t got to pay for it, you haven’t got to lose anything. But if you simply 
chant Hare Krsna whenever you get opportunity... You have got so much opportunity. In¬ 
stead of talking nonsense and wasting your time, if you please chant Hare Krsna, your life 
will be successful.” 
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Lecture on SB 6.1.15 — Auckland, February 22,1973: 

“Sakhyam, to accept Krsna as friend. Atma-nivedanam, and offering everything to Krsna. 
These are nine items. You can accept nine, eight, seven, as you like, as you can convenient¬ 
ly, either the whole nine items or one, two, three, four—any. Even if you accept one, your 
life will be perfect. If you simply take this sravanam, if you simply come to this temple and 
hear about Krsna, your life will be successful. It is so nice. Even if you don’t do anything, 
simply if you kindly take the trouble of coming here and just try to hear about Krsna sin¬ 
cerely, then your life will be successful. This is called bhakti. Kevalaya bhaktya. Simply by 
executing devotional service And there are nine different types of devotional services, out 
of which, even if you accept one, your life is successful. This is called kevalaya bhaktya.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.16 — Honolulu, May 16,1976: 

“Ambition should be how to serve Krsna through the disciplic succession, guru, and live 
in the association of devotees. This is the process. So we are opening so many centers all 
over the world. This is the policy, that people may take chance of associating with devotees 
and the chance of serving the Vaisnava. Then it will be successful. Therefore here it is said, 
bhakti-yoga means not only dedicating life to Krsna but also to serve the Vaisnava, tat-pu- 
rusa. Tat-purusa means to serve a person who has dedicate his life to Krsna. Two things: 
dedication to Krsna and dedication to the devotee of Krsna. So in this way if we advance, 
then it is very easy to become free from this material contamination. That is stated. Na 
tatha hy aghavan rajan puyeta tapa-adibhih (SB 6.1.16). Tapa-adibhih, it is general process, 
but it is very, very difficult, especially in this age. So if we simply take this course, that dedi¬ 
cate life to Krsna and dedicate life to Vaisnava, then our life will be successful.” 


Lecture on SB 6.1.18 — Denver, July 1,1975: 

“Therefore Rupa Gosvaml has recommended that “Somehow or other, you become Krsna 
conscious.” Yena tena prakarena manah krsne nivesayet. That is the recommendation of 
Rupa Gosvaml: “Somehow or other, you engage your mind in Krsna.” Then your life will be 
successful. Somehow or other. Do anything, but you remember Krsna. That is the instruc¬ 
tion in the Bhagavad-gita also. Yudhyasva mam anusmara: (BG 8.7) “You light; at the same 
time, you remember Me.” “How it is possible? I am busy, and I have to remember Krsna?” 
Sometimes this argument is put forward. But that argument is not strong. Rupa Gosvami 
has given a very nice example that a woman, if she is attached to some man and she has 
a fixed up time to meet the man at some place or at some hour, so she may be engaged in 
household affairs very busily, but she is expecting, “When that hour will come?” This is 
very factual example.” 
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Lecture on SB 6.1.25 — Honolulu, May 25,1976: 

“Sad-acara means, sat means “that will exist,” and acara means “behavior.” Sad-acara So 
here it is said that Ajamila, he became the husband of a prostitute. It is not the sastric in¬ 
junction. You can become husband, but not the husband of a prostitute. Then your life is 
finished. Nasta sad-acara. You will be lost all... Therefore so much stress is given that wife 
should be chaste and husband should be very well behaved, then life will be successful. 
Arjuna argued with Krsna that “You’re asking me to kill my brothers and relatives on the 
other side, so don’t You think that if I kill them, their wives will be widowed and they’ll 
be polluted? And as soon as they’ll be polluted, there will be varna-sankara.” Varna-san- 
kara, the practical example of varna-sankara is the hippies in your country: no caste, no 
creed, neither useful for the material world, neither useful for the spiritual. That is called 
varna-sankara.” 


Lecture on SB 6.1.26-27 - Philadelphia, July 12,1975: 

“The test will be at the time of death, what kind of body you are going to get. So yam yam 
vapi smaran bhavam. The... Just like he is very much affectionate to his son. He is thinking 
of his son. Similarly, if you very much affectionate to your dog or something else, you will 
think at that time. Therefore practice Hare Krsna, so that at the time of death you can think 
of Krsna and your life is successful.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.26-27 — Philadelphia, July 12,1975: 

“You are singing every day, guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya, ar na koriho 
mane asa **. This is life. This is life. Guru-mukha-pad... You accept the bona fide guru, and 
what he orders you, carry out. Then your life is successful. Ar na koriho mane asa. You 
rascal, you do not desire anything else. Are you not singing daily? But do you understand 
the meaning? Or you are singing only? What is the meaning? Who will explain? Nobody 
knows? Yes, what is the meaning?” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.46 — San Diego, July 27,1975: 

“So you engage yourself in the routine devotional service of Krsna. Either understanding 
or not understanding, your life will be successful. Just like if you touch fire, understand¬ 
ing or not understanding, it will burn. Similarly, take to this Krsna consciousness. There is 
nothing blindly accepting. Everything is explained in the sastra, preliminary knowledge in 
Bhagavad-glta, further explained in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. So utilize your human life in 
understanding Krsna, and then your life will be successful.” 


37 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Make your life successful 38 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 

Lecture on SB 6.1.50 — Detroit, August 3,1975: 

“The whole world is praising this movement because they see practically that how these 
European-American boys and girls are so much absorbed in the thought of Krsna. That 
is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s gift. Namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te, krsnaya 
krsna-caitanya-namne (CC Madhya 19-53). So very simple thing. Don’t think I have played 
something wonder. No, it is not my wonder. The process is wonderful, the process itself. 
You have to simply accept; then your life will be successful. It is not that “Bhaktivedanta 
Swami has brought this.” They say. They give me the credit. That is my good fortune also. 
But actually I am just like a peon. I have brought, but I am delivering it without any adul¬ 
teration. That may be my credit. And if you take it without any adulteration and practice it, 
then your life is successful. This is the secret of success. Chant, dance, take prasadam, live 
very happily, and look very brilliant, and next life go to home, back to Godhead.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.50 — Detroit, June 16,1976: 

“So we have to follow this. If we are actually serious about Krsna consciousness and go¬ 
ing back to home, back to Godhead, make our lives successful in this very life, then... Life 
successful means mukti, to be not entangled again with this material body. Tyaktva deham 
punar janma naiti mam eti (BG 4.9). That is success.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.67 — Vrndavana, September 3,1975: 

“We must follow the rules and regulations as given by God. That is religion. Dharmam tu 
saksad bhagavat-pranltam (SB 6.3.19). Religion means the law which is given by God, and 
if you follow, then your life is successful. This is religion. Religion is not that concocted, 
you manufacture some religion. That is not religion. Just like you cannot manufacture law. 
The law is given by the state, by the government.” 

Lecture on SB 6.1.68 — Vrndavana, September 4,1975: 

“Punishment is also purification. Purification. Same law: If you infect some disease, then 
you must get that disease and you must suffer from that disease. That is your punishment. 
Therefore you should be very much careful not to infect any disease. Similarly, don’t infect 
the material qualities, rajo-guna and tamo-guna. Remain in sattva-guna and try to elevate 
yourself from sattva-guna to transcendental stage, brahma-bhutah. Then life is successful. 
Otherwise we shall be repeatedly punished so long we have got the tendency to enjoy ma¬ 
terial happiness and get another body, one after another.” 
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Lecture on SB 6.2.2 -- Vrndavana, September 6,1975: 

“The process is we are educating people to chant Hare Krsna to practice, so in due time, 
Hare Krsna at the time of death especially, if we can chant this holy name of God, Hare 
Krsna, then our life is successful. So unless we practice, how it will be possible to chant at 
the time of death? Because at the time of death the whole system, anatomical-physiological 
system, becomes disturbed, in bewilderedness, in coma, in unconsciousness.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.1 — San Francisco, March 6,1967: 

“So we should endeavor for improving Krsna consciousness. Then our life will be success¬ 
ful. Sometimes you will find mother is supplying very nice foodstuff to one child, and other 
child the mother is supplying only little barley water. Do you mean to say mother is unkind 
to one child and not unkind to other? Because mother knows better than anyone that this 
child cannot digest. There is some trouble in his stomach. He should be given light food. 
And the other child is all right. Similarly, mother nature is the guidance. So if somebody 
is starving, it should be noted like that, that he is put into that circumstances to get better. 
That’s all. So any other question? (break) Everyone, I shall request you to chant Hare Krsna. 
We have enjoyed so many lives in the past, or suffered. Now, this life, at least one life may 
be devoted for chanting Hare Krsna and see the result. That is our request.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.1 Excerpt — San Francisco, March 16,1968: 

“Sometimes Krsna is thought of as enemy. That kind of thought is useless. Not useless. Of 
course, the enemies who thought of Krsna always, they also got salvation. Because, after all, 
they thought of Krsna. But not in that way. Krsna says, man-mana bhava mad-bhakto, “Just 
becoming My lover and devotee.” Man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad-yajl, “Just worship 
Me,” mad-yaji mam namaskuru, “and offer your obeisances unto Me. In this way,” mam 
evaisyasi, “You’ll come back to Me,” asamsayah, “without any doubt.” So this is the benefit 
of Krsna consciousness, and Prahlada Maharaja is teaching that in this human form of life, 
especially from childhood, people should be taught God consciousness, Krsna conscious¬ 
ness, somehow or other. Then their life will be successful. And don’t spoil your life other¬ 
wise... This is the instruction, we have begun and we shall continue it. If you please come, 
we shall talk further.” 


Lecture on SB 7.6.1 — Boston, May 8,1968: 

“Everyone is searching after to love somebody. That’s a fact. Because we are lover. Our con¬ 
stitutional position is lover. Prahlada Maharaja says that Visnu, your loving object is Visnu. 
So try to love Visnu, then your life will be successful. You’ll feel satisfaction. Yayatma su- 
prasldati. You’ll feel, “Oh, I have got something now. Now I have got this loving object.” 
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In another place Prahlada Maharaja said na te viduh svartha gatim hi visnu. They do not 
know what is their actual loving object. That is Visnu. And in the Vedic mantra, Rg man¬ 
tra, it is said, tad visnoh paramam padam sada pasyanti surayah. Those who are demigods, 
they are always surayah. Surayah means Just like Aryans and non-Aryans.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.1 — Vrndavana, December 2,1975: 

“So this chanting of Hare Krsna is so important that you can think always that “Death is 
coming. Death is at my door. Let me finish my chanting. Let me finish my chanting.” Al¬ 
ways you should think like that, that “Death is already coming, so let me chant.” So this is 
called bhagavata-dharma, and Krsna consciousness movement means bhagavata-dharma. 
So you read Prahlada Maharaja’s instruction very nicely and utilize it in your life. Your life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.4 — Toronto, June 20,1976: 

“Therefore my request to persons who have joined this Krsna consciousness movement, 
they should very carefully keep them as first-class men. People will appreciate and they will 
try to follow. Yad yad acarati sresthas tat tad evetaro janah (BG 3.2l). If there is a class of 
men first class, then people will appreciate. At least, they will try to follow, even though are 
unable to become first class. They will try to follow. Tat tad eva, sa yat pramanam kurute 
lokas tad anuvartate. So that is first-class man required. If he acts, then others will follow. If 
a teacher does not smoke, the students also will stop smoking naturally. But if the teacher is 
smoking, how the students...? They are also smoking in the class. I have seen in New York. 
At least in India this is not yet begun. It will begin. Because they are also making progress, 
(laughter) These rascals are making progress, going to hell. So, Prahlada Maharaja advises, 
don’t waste your valuable time in so-called economic development and nonsense activities. 
Try to become a devotee of Mukunda. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.5 — Toronto, June 21,1976: 

“Our spiritual identity is that we are ten-thousandth part of the top of the hair. It is like a 
very small, we divide it into ten thousand part, and one, that is our identity. And that small 
identity is within this body. So where you’ll find it? You have no such machine. Therefore 
we say nirakara. No, there is akara, but it is so minute and small, tlat it is not possible to see 
with this material eyes. So we have to see through the version of Vedas. Sastra caksusa. That 
is the Vedanta version. We have to see through the sastra. Not by these blunt eyes. That is 
not possible. 

So all these things should be discussed, should be understood, so long we are young, 
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strong, brain is in order. Then our life will be successful. And Prahlada Maharaja is advis¬ 
ing: 

tato yateta kusalah 
ksemaya bhavam asritah 
sariram paurusam yavan 
na vipadyeta puskalam 

So long you are strong, try your best to understand the instruction of Krsna and be Krsna 
conscious and make your life successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.6 — New Vrindaban, June 22,1976: 

“Immediately, those who are not controlling the senses, ordinary, they are immediately at 
least half minus, fifty years gone for sleeping. And then nisphalam yad asau ratryam sete 
ndham prapitas tamah. So in this way, if you are actually serious... It is not that we are im¬ 
posing something. We must be serious about the Krsna consciousness business, that simply 
by understanding Krsna or simply being Krsna conscious, we become liberated: 
janma karma ca me divyam 
evam yo vetti tattvatah 
tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti kaunteya 
(BG 4-9) 

You have taken to Krsna consciousness. Take it a little more seriously and practice, follow 
the rules and regulations, chant regularly, then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.6-9 — Montreal, June 23,1968: 

“I have received information from Buffalo, from Atlantic City. One little boy, Terry, he is 
organizing. He has invited some of our brahmacarls to go there. And I have received let¬ 
ter from Germany, from Holland. They also have begun chanting Hare Krsna. In England, 
the Britain, the Beatles, they are also chanting. So this is getting popular in the Western 
countries, and it will get, I am sure. So this chanting process introduced by Lord Caitanya 
should be seriously taken up so that our aim of human life will be successful. We have for¬ 
gotten. Na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum (SB 7.5-31). We have forgotten... The modern 
civilization has... In your country I was reading a little history that in 1813 or some year the 
government introduced that “We trust in God,” “Trust in God,” and that was declared by 
the secretary to be published on the coins or on the paper currency, and we see sometimes. 
But simply trust in God is not sufficient. We must know what is God.” 
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Lecture on SB 7.6.6-9 — Montreal, June 23,1968: 

“There is a maker of the clock or watch. Without understanding the maker, simply if you 
understand the clock only, that is not sufficient knowledge. So these things are very nice¬ 
ly explained in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, and we are trying to explain the 
science of God or knowledge. If you like, you can take, and we are sure that your life will be 
successful. This chanting and combined with this hearing of this Bhagavad-glta and Sri- 
mad- Bhagavatam will advance you in Krsna consciousness, or God consciousness. And as 
Prahlada Maharaja is instructing his class fellows that this is to be learned from the be¬ 
ginning of your life, but if you have missed the opportunity, but it is better late than never. 
Here is a process introduced by Caitanya Mahaprabhu. We can accept it immediately even 
though it is late.” 

Lecture on SB 7.6.11-13 — New Vr indab an, June 27,1976: 

“But our real business is how to become detached. Unless we give up, param drstva nivar- 
tate (BG 9-59), unless we have got the taste for the better thing, the inferior things we can¬ 
not give up. By cultivation of bhakti-yoga, by this process, sravanam kirtanam visnoh (SB 
7.5.23), we can get the taste of bhakti-yoga, then it is possible to give up this attachment for 
the material world. This is possible, 
adau sraddha tatah sadhu- 
sango ‘tha bhajana-kriya 
tato nartha-nivrttih syat 
tato nistha rucis tatah 
athasaktis tato bhavas 
(tatah premabhyudancati) 
sadhakanam ayam premnah 
pradurbhave bhavet kramah 
(Cc. Madhya 23.14-15) 

The real business is how to increase our love, proportional love for Krsna. Then everything, 
proportionately, will come, and then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7 . 6 .17-18 — New Vr indab an, July 1,1976: 

“So in one life if we try to associate with the devotees and engage in Narayana’s service 
sincerely... Maybe a little difficult. There is no difficulty. Where is the difficulty? We can see 
practically. To chant Hare Krsna maha-mantra and take prasadam, is there any difficulty? 
There is no difficulty. It is so pleasing. Therefore Bhagavad-gita explains susukham kartum 
avyayam (BG 9.2). Susukham, very easy and pleasing to execute. And susukham kartum 
and avyayam. And whatever you do, that is permanent. So don’t wait for another life, “I 
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have done so much permanent, now again.” No. Finish this business immediately in this 
life. Do not wait for susukham kartum avyayam. Krsna consciousness means fully become 
detached with this material enjoyment, simply become engaged in Krsnas service. Your life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.9.15 — Mayapur, February 22,1976: 

“But again Krsna came to teach people how to love Krsna. Therefore Rupa Gosvaml offers 
his respect to Caitanya Mahaprabhu, namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te: (CC 
Madhya 19-53) “You are not only giving Krsna but giving love of Krsna.” That is very rare 
thing. Prema pumartho mahan. People are after dharma, after kama, moksa, but Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu says, “No, above this, there is fifth perfection. That is prema, Krsna-prema.” 
Prema pumartho mahan. So this Krsna consciousness movement is the topmost education, 
culture. Those who have come to Krsna consciousness movement, they should seriously 
take it and try to understand Krsna. Their life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.9.18 — Mayapur, February 25,1976: 

“There is a prayer by Mukunda, Mukunda-mala-stotra. Adyaiva me manasa-hamsah, like 
that. Just now I forget. So our mind should be trained up like hamsa who entangles himself 
with the stem of lotus flower. So we have to take shelter of this hamsa. Pada-yugalaya-ham- 
sa-sangah. Unless we associate with such hamsa who has nothing to do with this materi¬ 
al world, who has taken the cream of the material, Krsna, such hamsa, if we become his 
servant... Gopi-bhartur pada-kamalayo dasa-dasa-dasanudasa. Then it will be successful. 
Pada-yugalaya-hamsa-sangah. Then it will be possible. If we associate with hamsa, pure 
devotees, then our life will be successful. Anjas titarmi. Very easily we shall cross over this 
ocean of nescience. There is another verse like that. Bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param 
padam padam padam yad vipadam na tesam (SB 10.14-58). Samasrita ye pada-pallava-pla- 
vam. The same thing, differently expressed.” 

Lecture on SB 7.9.23 — Mayapur, March 1,1976: 

“The whole Krsna consciousness movement is how to become dhlra, selflessness. Then life 
is successful. And anyway, don’t be involved, entangled, with these material things. There 
are... This morning we were calculating that there are... As many atoms, so many living en¬ 
tities are also there. Sankhya, sankhyatanam, the word. Sankhya. Sankhya means number. 
As many numbers of atoms are there, so many number of living entities are there, and there 
is struggle here. So in this human life the chance is how to get out of this material atomic 
combination and go back to home, back to Godhead. This is the chance.” 
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Lecture on SB 7.9.24 — Mayapur, March 2,1976: 

“By and by, the apprentice learns how to do the things. Therefore he says, nija-bhrtya-pars- 
vam. “Not that immediately I become very expert servant, but let me...” Our this institution 
is for that purpose. If somebody comes here, the free hotel and free sleeping accommo¬ 
dation, then his coming to this association is useless. He must learn how to serve. Ni- 
ja-bhrtya-parsvam. Those who are serving, the... One should learn from him how he’s serv¬ 
ing twenty-four hours; then our joining this institution will be successful. And if we take 
it that “Here is an institution where we can have free hotel, free living and free sense grat¬ 
ification,” then the whole institution will be spoiled. Be careful. All the GBC’s, they should 
be careful that this mentality may not increase. Everyone should be very eager to serve, to 
learn how to serve. Nija-bhrtya-parsvam, Then life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.9.26 — Mayapur, March 4,1976: 

“So the brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, sudra, then antaja, (?) candala, mean, so many, kirata, 
huna, pulinda, pulkasa, abhlra, sumbha—so many, low-grade, low-grade, low-grade, low- 
grade, low-grade. Then why this low-grade birth? That is due to this karanam guna-sango 
sya (BG 13.22). In the Bhagavad-glta it says. It is due to our association with low-grade 
qualities. Therefore the human life should be very cautious that we may not be contami¬ 
nated by low-grade qualities. There are so many rules and regulations, but it is very very 
difficult to follow. Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu has recommended, just to remain puri¬ 
fied, “Chant Hare Krsna.” Harer nama harer nama harer nama eva kevalam, kalau nasty eva 
nasty eva (CC Adi 17.21). You cannot... Otherwise you cannot purify. So klrtanlyah sada 
harih (CC Adi 17-31). We should always chant Hare Krsna mantra. Then we’ll gradually be 
spiritualized, cinmaya, spiritualized. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB 7.9.35 — Mayapur, March 13,1976: 

“So one has to learn this. But they cannot learn because they do not undergo austerity. 

That is the defect. No education is there how to perform austerity. Therefore Vedic civili¬ 
zation is how to teach small children austerities. That is brahmacarl. So we want to start 
this brahmacarl asrama, or gurukula, to learn austerity from the beginning of life. Then 
their life will be successful. They’ll understand. Not to become a grammarian. That is not 
our... So we should take lesson from BrahmajI, our grandfather, that parisuddha-bhavah 
tlvra-tapasa. This is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s grace, mercy, that we haven’t got to undergo 
tlvra-tapasa. But we are thinking, “This is also very difficult.” What is that? No illicit sex, no 
meat-eating, no gambling, no intoxication. But they are taking it very, very severe. What is 
the severity? We don’t say “No sex,” but “No illicit sex.” This much tapasya, austerity, you 
cannot follow? Tapasya must be there. Unless you undergo tapasya, there is no rescue.” 

Make your life successful 44 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 


45 Srimad-Bhagavatam 

Lecture on SB 7.9.36 — Mayapur, March 14,1976: 

“A pure Vaisnava, he simply always expects, “When that time will come, Krsna will be 
pleased to accept me?” Otherwise he is not very hasty But he is interested with the service. 
That is pure Vaisnava. A pure Vaisnava can go to the hell for serving Krsna, but he is not 
aspirant for his personal comfort. Any condition... Mama janmani janmanisvare. This is 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s teaching. Janmani janmanisvare bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi. 
Na dhanam na janam na sundarim kavitam va jagadisa kamaye (Cc. Antya 20.29, Siksasta- 
ka 4). Aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam marma-hatam karotu va. So this Krsna con¬ 
sciousness movement is very great movement, more valuable than the conception of Lord 
Siva or Lord Brahma, because it is given by Krsna personally, Caitanya Mahaprabhu. So do 
not try to see Krsna in His virat form. Simply try to serve Him in humble position. Then 
your life will be successful.” 

Lecture on SB Questions & Answers — Hyderabad, April 10,1975: 

“All these material qualities one can transcend and remain in the Brahman platform. Brah- 
ma-bhuyaya kalpate. Brahma-bhutah prasannatma na socati na kanksati (BG 18.54). This 
is the process. It is not that we shall possess this quality, certain percentage, that quality, 
certain percentage. No. Above all qualities. That should be the aim of life. Then we shall be 
in the Brahman platform or in the spiritual platform, and then our life will be successful. 
Otherwise, struggle for existence... Bhutva bhutva praliyate (BG 8.19). We take one type of 
body according to the contamination of material modes of nature. We suffer or enjoy, then 
again we die, again we accept another body. In this way it continues, and we remain entan¬ 
gled in this material world.” 

Lecture on SB Excerpt — New York, March 7,1975: 

“Rich family means there is no question of economic problem. He is full, born with silver 
spoon. So without any worrying for his livelihood—he has already everything—he can 
simply chant Hare Krsna. But there is no guidance. He thinks “I have got this money for 
nothing. Let me enjoy for sense gratification.” That is the difficulty. He is in bad association. 
Otherwise he has got the best opportunity. Just like you. You are Americans. You have no 
scarcity. You have got this opportunity. So you chant this Krsna consciousness movement 
very seriously, and your life will be successful. Because you have no problem. Naturally you 
have got everything. So take this Krsna consciousness movement and be happy in this life 
and next life.” 

Thus ends Damodara Svarupa’s archives ofSrtla Prabhupada’s quotes on how to make 
your life successful from ‘the Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bhagavata Puranaf. 
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The Southern Ocean 

Quotes from: 

Lectures, addresses & various talks 

Overview: 

1st wave: Nectar of Devotion Lectures 

2nd wave: Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Lectures 

3rd wave: Sri Brahma-samhita Lectures 

4th wave: Festival Lectures 

5th wave: Arrival Addresses and Talks 

6th wave: Initiation Lectures 

7th wave: General Lectures 

8th wave: Departure Talks 

9th wave: Philosophy Discussions 

10th wave: Purports to Songs 

11th wave: Interviews 

Ocean of Lectures 

1st wave: 

Nectar of Devotion Lectures 

The Nectar of Devotion — Vrndavana, October 31 ,1972: 

“anukulyena krsnanusilanam means when you have accepted the bona fide spiritual master, 
you should work in such a way that your spiritual master is pleased with you. Then you, 
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your path is very clear. Don’t do anything which is against the will of the spiritual master. 
Because we cannot see Krsna eye to eye at the present moment. The direction is coming 
through disciplic succession. Evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh (BG 4.2). So 
we should follow favorably to cultivate Krsna consciousness. Then our life is successful.” 


The Nectar of Devotion — Bombay, January 5,1973: 

“Our love is now for material happiness. Poverty for the last two thousand years or one, lit¬ 
tle above, one thousand years, India was foreign-subjugated. So they are now thinking that 
some way or other, if we can become like Americans, skyscraper buildings, our life will be 
successful. So they have... Artificially, now... They’re killing their own culture and trying to 
imitate. This is artificial. But this artificial way, one cannot be happy. They’ll be frustrated. 
Just (like) the Americans have become frustrated. They have got enough.” 

The Nectar of Devotion — Bombay, January 6,1973: 

“Where is that education that students are being taught that “You are not this body”? There 

is no education. Then what is the value of this education? To keep them andha yathandhair 

upanryamanah (SB 7-5.31), to keep them in the darkness. That is going on. This is the only 

institution which is giving people real life. 

ajnana-timirandhasya 

jnananjana-salakaya 

caksur-unmllitam yena 

tasmai srl-gurave namah 

So our request is, therefore, that try to understand this Krsna philosophy and take to it seri¬ 
ously. Then your life will be successful. Otherwise you are simply wasting your time.” 

The Nectar of Devotion — Bombay, January 8,1973: 

“If we take the chance of living with the devotees, and try to serve the Gosvamls, who 
wanted to establish the mission of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then our life will be suc¬ 
cessful. This is Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. Study Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu very minutely, and 
this result you will achieve very easily. Srila Rupa Gosvaml has left The Nectar of Devo¬ 
tion.” 


The Nectar of Devotion — Vrndavana, November 1,1972: 

“So the yoga system or the jnana system or the karma-kanda system, we do not make them 
null and void, but it will be very much slow form of progress. It will take long, long time. 
Neither it is possible to execute yoga system or karma system very properly in this age. 
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Therefore the best contribution to the people of this age is Krsna consciousness. Immedi¬ 
ately take to... Directly take to Krsna and your life will be successful.” 


The Nectar of Devotion — Calcutta, January 29,1973: 

“Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s prayer: 
na dhanam na janam na sundarim 
kavitam va jagadisa kamaye 
mama janmani janmanisvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 
(Cc. Antya 20.29, Siksastaka 4) 

This is pure prayer. So pure devotional service is another great science. One has to learn it. 
Then his life will be successful.” 


2nd wave: 

Sri Caitanya-car itamrta Lectures 

Lecture on CC Adi-lila 1.3 — Mayapur, March 27,1975: 

“So by the grace of Krsna, by the mercy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, you all European boys 
and girls joined this movement under my soliciting. I went to your country with this word 
only. I did not show you any magic, neither I have any knowledge how to play magic. That 
is not possible. I simply repeat the same thing, that “Here is Krsna, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Here is Krsna Caitanyadeva, the devotional form of Krsna. You accept Them. 
Your life will be successful.” 


Lecture on CC Adi-lila 1.13 — Mayapur, April 6,1975: 

“Just like during the lifetime of our Guru Maharaja, all our Godbrothers now who are 
acting as acarya, they did not do so. That is not etiquette. Acaryam mam vijaniyat na 
avaman... That is insult. So if you insult your acarya, then you are finished. Yasya prasadad 
bhagavat-prasado yasya aprasadat na gatih kuto pi **—finished. If you displease your 
acarya, then you are finished. Therefore it is said, Caitanya Mahaprabhu says to all the 
acaryas... Nityananda Prabhu, Advaita Prabhu and Srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda, they are 
all carriers of orders of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. So try to follow the path of acarya pro¬ 
cess. Then life will be successful.” 
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Lecture on CC Adi-lila 7.4 — Mayapur, March 4,1974: 

“This is the process of preaching: “My dear sir, I am falling down on your lotus feet and 
with folded hands and am flattering you thousand times, and I have taken one grass in 
my mouth to show my humbleness. So you kindly hear my one word.” “What is that?” He 
sadhavah, “You are very great sadhu, but you have learned so many things,” he sadhavah 
sakalam eva vihaya durat. “This is my request, that whatever you have learned, so many 
things, kindly forget. Kick them out.” “Then what shall I take?” Caitanya-candra-carane 
kurutanuraga: “Just become a servant on the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This 
is my request.” So we have to preach like that. Just flatter him, but request him that “You 
forget all these bogus things. Simply take to Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Your life will be suc¬ 
cessful,” as it is...” 


Lecture on CC Adi-lila 7.7 — Mayapur, March 9,1974: 

“So this Krsna consciousness movement is very scientific and sublime. Try to understand. 

Always read the books. Don’t try to understand Krsna ordinarily. 

manuyanam sahasresu 

kascid yatati siddhaye 

yatatam api siddhanam 

kascid vetti mam tattvatah 

(BG7.3) 

To understand Krsna is not so easy, but if you follow the mahajana, if you try to understand 
the philosophy through the parampara system, then you’ll realize Krsna and your life will 
be successful.” 

Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.98-102 — April 27,1976, Auckland, New 
Zealand: 

“Then Sanatana Gosvami said, 
krpa-kari’ yadi more kariyacha uddhara 
apana-krpate kaha ‘kartavya’ amara 

“My Lord, Caitanya Mahaprabhu, very kindly You went to my place and You have deliv¬ 
ered me so that after Your visit I decided to resign from the government service, and I have 
come to You. So You have delivered me from the pitfalls of this materialistic way of life. 
Now tell me what is my duty.” This is student. This is disciple. Approach a bona fide guru, a 
spiritual master, and abide by his orders and do accordingly. Then your life will be success¬ 
ful.” 
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Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.101-104 — Bombay, November 3,1975: 

“Similarly, there are so many sufferings which we do not want. Still, they are forced upon 
us. Therefore he said, kene amaya jare tapa-traya: “These three kinds of miseries are always 
giving me trouble, and at the same time, I do not know what I am.” Everyone is thinking, 

“I am this, I am that,” but he is suffering. These are very plain questions. So these questions 
should be put before the spiritual master, and he should get proper answer and act accord¬ 
ingly. Then spiritual life will be successful. Unless we are interested in such questions, there 
is no need of wasting time to accept any guru or spiritual master.” 

Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.101 — Washington, D.C., July 6,1976: 

“So this Krsna consciousness movement is for that purpose, how we can develop our love 
for Krsna. The love is already there, but it is misplaced, misplaced. Somebody is loving 
somebody, somebody is loving somebody, but it is misplaced. Real love, if it is executed for 
the service of the Lord, then our life is successful.” 


Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.112 — New York, July 20,1976: 

“I am not this body. So again he has to brought to this knowledge, that “You are not this 
body. Because you wanted to dominate over the material nature, therefore you have got this 
material body. Because you wanted to eat stool, you have got this hog’s body. Because you 
wanted this, jump over unnecessarily, creating trouble, you have become monkey. Because 
you wanted to drink fresh blood, you have got the body of a tiger.” This is called avidya. 

He’s not either tiger nor pig nor monkey nor this so-called human being, nor American, 
nor Indian. He’s spirit soul. That knowledge one has to come. From that avidya, from igno¬ 
rance, one has to come to the knowledge. Then his life will be successful.” 

Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.113 — London, July 23,1976: 

“And if we say that “There are so many doctors of philosophy, doctors of science, they are 
also hovering under this darkness, how is that? Then what about their education?” Yes, 
their education, certainly, but mayayapahrta-jnana. The result of education, knowledge, 
that is taken away by maya. 

Therefore we should not be washed away by these mudhas’ conclusion, naradhamas’ con¬ 
clusion, mayayapahrta-jnanas’ conclusion. We should take up seriously the conclusion in 
the sastra, conclusion given by Krsna. Then our life will be successful.” 

Lecture on CC Madhya-lila 20.395 — Hyderabad, August 17,1976: 

“Don’t manufacture. Here it is said, tate Ilia nitya kahe agama-purana, from sastra. Sru- 
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ti-smrti-puranadi pancaratriki vidhim vina (Brs. 1.2.101), you have to understand Krsna 
from the sastra. Sruti means veda, smrti means the history, the corollaries, just like Bhaga¬ 
vad-glta, Ramayana, Mahabharata. Sruti-smrti-puranadi, without reference to the Vedic 
literature, the knowledge of Krsna is simply disturbance. So you should always refer to the 
sastras. The sastras are there by Krsna’s grace. It is now available in the English language. Be 
always engaged in studying, in rendering service, understanding the philosophy, then life 
will be successful.” 


3rd wave: 

Sri Brahma-samhita Lectures 

Lecture on Brahma-samhita, Lecture -- Bombay, January 3,1973: 

“In this way, we have to accept a guru from the disciplic succession which is called param- 
para, guru-parampara. Then we can understand what is Krsna. Otherwise not. Now so 
many people are explaining Bhagavad-glta. If you ask him, “Who is your guru?” he has no 
guru. He’s himself guru. So you, what he can understand Bhagavad-glta? It is not possible. 
So try to understand Bhagavad-glta from the bona fide person and follow the principles, 
rules and regulation, and chant Hare Krsna mantra. Your life will be successful.” 


4 th wave: 

Festival Lectures 

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupa- 

da’s Disappearance Day, Lecture — Hyderabad, December 10,1976: 

“Guru is the representative of Vyasadeva because he does not change anything. What Vya- 
sa-puja... What Vyasadeva said, your guru will also say the same thing. Not that “So many 
hundreds of thousands of years have passed away. Therefore I will give you a new formula.” 
No. There is no new formula. The same Vyasa-puja, the same philosophy. Simply we have 
to accept it. Then our life will be successful.” 

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupa- 
da’s Appearance Day, Lecture — Atlanta, March 2,1975: 
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“We have got this human form of life. It will be finished, as the cats’ and dogs’ life also fin¬ 
ished. But if we try through the guru and Vaisnava, then, we can achieve in this life the full 
success, not failure like cats’ and dogs’ life. That is the opportunity. So as far as possible, we 
are trying to lead you in this line, and you kindly follow. Then your life will be successful. 
That is the mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He wanted to deliver these fallen souls, 
the conditioned souls rotting in this material world.” 


5th wave: 

Arrival Addresses and Talks 

Arrival Address — Paris, June 8,1974: 

“Don’t be rascals, mudhas, naradhamas, mayayapahrta-jnana. This education has no value, 
because the real knowledge, there is nothing. Real knowledge is to understand God. There 
is no education throughout the whole world, there is no university. So they are simply 
producing rascals. So my only request is that don’t become rascals. You just worship here 
Radha-Krsna. Radha-krsna-pranaya-vikrtih, just try to understand Krsna and then your 
life will be successful.” 


Arrival Lecture — Mexico, February 11,1975, (With Spanish Transla¬ 
tor): 

“So I am very glad to see you, so many Krsna’s part and parcel. You have come to under¬ 
stand Krsna consciousness. So stick to the principles, then your life will be successful. The 
principle is to purify ourself. Just like when a man becomes sick, he has to purify himself 
by regulative principle, by diet, by medicine, similarly, we have got this material disease, 
covered by the material body, and the symptom of miseries are birth, death, old age and 
disease. So one who is serious about getting out of this material bondage and free from 
birth, death, old age and disease, so he must take to this Krsna consciousness.” 

Arrival Address — Paris, August 11,1975: 

“So why we are preaching? What is the necessity of preaching? The necessity is to make 
them happy. If we follow the Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s instruction, then our life will be suc¬ 
cessful and we will be happy. And the process is very simple: chanting Hare Krsna. There 
is no very hard and fast rule for chanting Hare Krsna mantra. In any position, in any place, 
in any circumstance, you can very easily chant this Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Even small 


Make your life successful 


52 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 


53 


Initiation Lectures 


6 th wave: 

children, they also take part, chant Hare Krsna and dance with the elderly father and moth- 
er. 

Arrival — Honolulu, May 3,1976: 

“So those who have joined this Krsna consciousness movement, my request is they follow 
the regulative principles, as instructed by Rupa Gosvami, with enthusiasm, read books and 
distribute books. And that is a very great service. I’ll speak something, you may forget, but 
if you read from the book, you will get good opportunity to understand the philosophy. So 
our principle is to study the books as well as to distribute the books. People will be benefit¬ 
ed and their life will be successful. This is Krsna consciousness movement.” 


Arrival Talk — Aligarh, October 9,1976: 

“So Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s preaching and teaching, their effect you have to follow. Then 
our life will be successful. We don’t manufacture ideas. That is not wanted. And if they... 
They have manufactured the ideas. The Hindus, samudra (Hindi) janasi (Hindi) pratikuly- 
am. Caitanya Mahaprabhu says that prthivlte ache yata nagaradi grama. (Hindi) Foolish 
theories.” 


6th wave: 

Initiation Lectures 

Initiation of Jayapataka Dasa — Montreal, July 24,1968: 

“As you get information from the Bhagavad-gita, there is another nature which is called 
spiritual nature and the devotees are trying, all the transcendentalists... Some are trying 
to merge into the spiritual existence only, and we devotees, we want to keep individuality 
and want to become associate with the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna. So gradu¬ 
ally you can learn it from the lectures and the books and with association with your God- 
brothers and sisters. So this is your initiation. Take it very seriously. Chant Hare Krsna very 
faithfully and your life will be successful.” 

Initiation of Bali-mardana Dasa — Montreal, July 29,1968: 

“So adau sraddha, when one becomes firmly convinced that “By becoming Krsna con¬ 
scious or being engaged in the transcendental loving service of Krsna, my life is success¬ 
ful, life will be successful,” that is the beginning of Krsna consciousness, or initiation. It is 
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a stage. We have to go further and further till the stage of perfection. But initiation is the 
beginning. Adau sraddha.” 

Initiation of Bali-mardana Dasa — Montreal, July 29,1968: 

“Faith means firm conviction that “If I become transcendentally engaged in the service of 
the Lord, then my life becomes successful.” This is called faith. And that conviction must 
be firm, not tottering faith. So when this faith is created, then actually the initiation begins. 
Otherwise initiation is not accepted. Krsne bhakti kaile sarva-karma krta haya.” 

Lecture at Initiation Fire Sacrifice — Los Angeles, July 16,1969: 

“If you have got always within your heart Krsna, by sound or by mental thoughts, by work, 
some way or other, by reading books, any way, if simply you keep your consciousness in 
Krsna, then your life is successful. That’s all. And in the Bhagavad-gita such person who is 
keeping always Krsna within himself, he’s certified as the greatest of all yogis.” 


Initiation Lecture — Boston, December 26,1969: 

“The Lord is so exalted, so pure. So if you have to reach Krsna, you must be pure, cent per¬ 
cent pure. And that is not very difficult. This ceto-darpana-marjanam (CC Antya 20.12). 
Chant Hare Krsna and you become purified, purified, more, more, more, more. And day 
will come when you find that you are completely pure from all material contamination 
and you become eligible to enter into the kingdom of God, and that makes a solution of all 
problems. So it is so nice. Always remember this, that “We have taken the best in the whole 
creation of the Lord, Krsna consciousness.” Do not try to adulterate it. Keep it pure, and 
your life will be successful.” 

Initiation Lecture — Boston, December 26,1969: 

“The dog-eaters are considered to be the lowest of the mankind. But in the Bhagavata says 
that svado pi sadyah savanaya kalpate. Even if he is dog-eater, but by this process he imme¬ 
diately becomes qualified to offer sacrifice. Savanaya. This fire sacrifice is called savanaya. 
And Srila JIva Gosvami gives notes on this line that a person born in the family of a brah- 
mana awaits the sacred thread ceremony. But one who has become surely (?) purified by 
chanting Hare Krsna mantra, he immediately becomes a highly qualified brahmana. So 
don’t misuse the opportunity obtained by you. Use it properly, and the life will be success¬ 
ful.” 


Initiation Lecture Excerpt — Los Angeles, July 5,1971: 
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“As they are making plan to take away all the money, we have to also make plan to take 
the money from the Ravana and employ it for Krsna. Of course, we are not going to cheat 
them, but our policy is pacifying him, that “Your money is not... Whatever you are think¬ 
ing, your money, it is not your money. It is God’s money, Krsna’s money. If you kindly 
spare for Krsna’s service, then your life will be successful. Otherwise, you will be killed like 
Ravana.” This message we can convey to all the Ravanas.” 

Initiation Lecture — London, August 22,1971: 

“Sato vrttdi sadhu-sange sadbhih. Sadbhih, by following these six principles, bhaktih 

prasidhyati, your devotional life will be developed, you’ll be enlightened. 

utsahan dhairyat niscayad 

tat-tat-karma-pravartanat 

sato vrtteh sadhu-sange 

sadbhir bhaktih prasidhyati 

So you follow, success is sure. And cooperate with your Godbrothers, learn how to act, and 
your life will be successful.” 


Initiation Lecture — Caracas, February 22,1975: 

“So this is the science of God, and we have got all these books translated into English, and 
other things are being translated in other languages. So we shall request you to understand, 
to hear about God. Then some day will come—you will understand what is God, what is 
your relationship with Him, and you will act accordingly. Then your life will be successful.” 


7th wave: 

General Lectures 

Lecture — Seattle, September 30,1968: 

“The fact is that we have to learn how to love Krsna. So direction is there and method is 
there, and we are trying to serve you as far as possible. We are sending our boys on the 
streets and the town to invite you. And if you kindly take up this opportunity, then your life 
will be successful.” 

Lecture — Seattle, September 30,1968: 

“To love your home, to love your country, to love your husband, to love your children, to 
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love your wife, and so on, you go on, all this love, more or less they are all in the animal 
kingdom also. But that sort of love will not give you happiness. You’ll be frustrated because 
this body is temporary. Therefore all these loving affairs are also temporary and they are 
not pure. They are simply a perverted reflection of the pure love that is existing between 
you and Krsna. So if you want really peace, if you really want satisfaction, if you don’t want 
to be confused, then try to love Krsna. This is the plain program. Then your life will be suc¬ 
cessful.” 

Lecture — Seattle, October 4,1968: 

“So there are so many things to love Krsna. Beginning is this sravanam kirtanam. This 

sravanam, hearing, and chanting. Hearing, you are hearing Hare Krsna, you are hearing 

Bhagavad-gita, you are hearing Srlmad-Bhagavatam about Krsna, and chanting. This is the 

beginning. Then, naturally, 

sravanam kirtanam visnoh 

smaranam pada-sevanam 

arcanam vandanam dasyam 

sakhyam atma-nivedanam 

(SB 7.5.23) 

These nine kinds of different varieties of service to Krsna will enlighten you, will advance 
you in Krsna consciousness, and your life will be successful.” 


Lecture — Seattle, October 9,1968: 

“So the bhakti-yoga means acting by pleasing the Lord. That’s all. That is the verdict of Srl¬ 
mad-Bhagavatam. You are not forbidden to do this thing or that thing, but you have to see 
only whether by your action the Supreme Lord is satisfied. That’s all. That much knowledge 
you must have. Then your life will be successful.” 

Lecture — Seattle, October 18,1968: 

“If you have got any doubt, just question, just try to understand. It is a fact that He’s the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, undoubtedly. But if you have got some doubt, you can 
clear it. Asamsayam. In this way, if you practice this yoga system, Krsna consciousness, the 
topmost of all the yoga systems, asamsayam samagram mam yatha jnasyasi (BG 7.1), then 
you’ll understand Krsna, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead, perfectly well, without 
any doubt, and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture — Montreal, October 26,1968: 
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“So people should come to the understanding that “These sinful activities I shall not do.” 
But he is forced to do, impelled by the quality of passion and ignorance. That is answered in 
the Bhagavad-gita. Why does he so, as if being forced by some agent? That is answered in 
the Bhagavad-gita that rajo-guna-samudbhavah. Kama esa krodha esa rajo-guna-samud- 
bhavah. So we have to come to the platform of goodness from the platform of ignorance 
and passion. Then our life will be successful. Our life, the human form of life, is meant for 
changing the platform of activities.” 

Lecture — Los Angeles, November 13,1968: 

“Bring any scientific invention, we shall engage in the service of Krsna. That’s all. (laugh¬ 
ter) We don’t say it is false. Why? You have applied your brain, you applied your energy to 
invent such nice machine. Let it be engaged in Krsna’s service. Your life will be successful. 
That’s all.” 


Lecture Engagement and Prasada Distribution — Boston, April 26, 
1969: 

“So if you want to know the perfect yoga system, then you will know it from Bhagavad-gita 
perfectly. It is very easy. And you have to accept it... Because it was spoken to Arjuna very 
confidentially, bhakto ‘si, so as Arjuna understood it... That is also explained in the Tenth 
Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, how Arjuna accepted Bhagavad-gita. In that process, if you try 
to understand Bhagavad-gita as it is, then you can practice yoga system at home without 
any difficulty, and your life will be successful.” 

Brandeis University Lecture — Boston, April 29,1969: 

“You are all young boys and girls. You have got ample time. I am old man. I will die, say, 
within five or ten years, but you’ll live at least for sixty, seventy, eighty years. Culture. Culti¬ 
vate this knowledge, Krsna consciousness, and you’ll be happy. Your life will be successful. 
That is all.” 


Brandeis University Lecture — Boston, April 29,1969: 

“We are publishing Back to Godhead paper. So if you want to understand this philosophy 
by your learning, by your academic career, we have got sufficient stock to supply you— 
sufficient stock. Don’t think that we are all sentimentalists, simply dancing. No. There is a 
background. There is a background. If you want... You are educated boys and girls. Try to 
understand this philosophy of Krsna consciousness. Your life will be successful. That is our 
aim. I’ll not take much of your time.” 
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Lecture at International Student Society — Boston, May 3,1969: 

“We are trying to give you information from authoritative scriptures, Vedas. And if you 
are fortunate enough, you will take this information, try to understand by your reasoning, 
by your logic, and adopt it, and your life will be sublime. Your life will be successful. Oth¬ 
erwise you will be put into the cycle of birth and death and going on, and sufferings will 
continue.” 


Lecture at Engagement — Columbus, may 19,1969: 

“It is accepted by great stalwart scholars and acaryas like Sankaracarya, Ramanujacarya, 
Madhvacarya, Visnu SvamI, those who practically guided the whole destiny of Indian civ¬ 
ilization—even Lord Buddha, he was Indian—but all of them accepted these authorized 
scriptural... Don’t try to manufacture. There are so many things in store, in Vedic knowl¬ 
edge, and they’re all summarized in the Bhagavad-gita. Try to understand. It is not very 
expensive or very difficult, but you have to understand it with full brain, then your life will 
be successful.” 

Lecture — New Vrindaban, June 7,1969: 

“You are searching out friends to talk with, to joke with, to love. Krsna is sitting there for 
that purpose. If you love Krsna, if you make friendship with Krsna, if you love Krsna, then 
your life will be successful. You haven’t got to search out any other friend. The friend is 
already there. Either you are a boy or a girl, you will find a nice friend within yourself. That 
is yoga system, when you realize this friend.” 

Lecture — London, September 16,1969: 

“We are actually in a miserable condition. We are trying to adjust things. But that cannot 
be adjusted. We have to suffer. The only way is that you realize yourself, what you are, and 
act accordingly. So your position is you are eternal servant of Krsna. You just practice how 
to serve Krsna; then your life will be successful. So that is our movement. This Krsna con¬ 
sciousness movement is training people how to become unalloyed servant of Krsna. Sud- 
dha-bhakta, unalloyed, without any adulteration.” 

Lecture — London, September 26,1969: 

“So the brahma-bhutah stage is not final. We should not be satisfied either living in the 
brahma-bhutah platform or Paramatma realization platform. We must make farther prog¬ 
ress and go to the platform of Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and engage 
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ourselves in His loving transcendental service. Then our life will be successful. This is our 
Krsna consciousness movement.” 


Lecture — Gorakhpur, February 18,1971: 

“We have to learn from the authorized sastras, from the Bhagavad-gita, from Sri- 
mad- Bhagavatam, from Vedas, not from the rascals. Then you’ll understand. Your real af¬ 
fection for Krsna will be awakened and your life will be successful. Sravanadi-suddha-citte 
karaye udaya. Satam prasarigan mama virya-samvido bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah kathah 
(SB 3.25.25).” 

Pandal Lecture — Bombay, March 31 ,1971: 

“So everywhere the same instruction is there, that “You approach a person who is com¬ 
ing in disciplic succession,” evam parampara-praptam (BG 4.2), “and try to learn Bhaga- 
vad-gita as it is. Your life will be sublime. Your life will be successful.” That is our mission. 
We have given so many important books. We have got magazines. If you want to under¬ 
stand through intelligence and philosophy, we have got volumes of books we can deliver. 
You try to understand.” 

Pandal Lecture — Bombay, March 31 ,1971: 

“Lord Caitanya has given you very simple path: chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna 
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If you chant this man¬ 
tra with faith and devotion, without any offense, but simply by chanting you will realize 
yourself, you will realize God, Krsna, and your life will be successful. Ceto-darpana-mar- 
janam bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam (CC Antya 20.12). These are the statements of 
Vedic literature.” 


Pandal Lecture — Bombay, April 10,1971: 

“So we have to believe in the sastras, and there is no other way for understanding Krsna. 
What is beyond our imagination, beyond our mental cultivation, beyond the reach of our 
senses, we have to accept authority. Exactly in the same way, just like we have to accept 
somebody as our father simply on the version of mother, similarly, we have no information 
of Krsna, but we have got Krsnas books, we have got Vedic literatures, and if we study... 
Sastra-caksusat: you have to see through the sastras. Then you will understand Krsna and 
your life will be successful.” 

Pandal Lecture — Bombay, April 11,1971: 
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“These are the different items of chanting Hare Krsna mantra. And He therefore says, 
param vijayate srl-krsna-sanklrtanam: “All victory to srl-krsna-sariklrtanam.” So I do not 
wish to take much of your time. This Hare Krsna movement is very nice, authorized, spir¬ 
itual, simple and sublime, all at a time. If you kindly take this, you will be benefited, and 
your life will be successful.” 

Pandal Lecture — Delhi, November 20,1971: 

“So our request is that the guardians who are present here in this meeting, they should or¬ 
ganize a special school to give lesson to their students, to their boys, this Krsna conscious¬ 
ness, bhagavata-dharma. There is vast knowledge behind this. They will be enlightened. 
Their life will be successful. So in this city of Delhi, it is a great city and very important city. 
There are very important men here.” 


Pandal Lecture — Delhi, November 20,1971: 

“They should kindly consider this proposal that there must be a very organized school to 
understand this bhagavata-dharma, just to teach their boys, and their life will be successful. 
It is the duty of the father and mother to see that “My son, this is the last attempt of coming 
into this material world.” Na mocayed yah samupeta-mrtyum. It is the duty of the father 
and the mother to stop the repetition of birth and death of his son.” 

Lecture — Visakhapatnam, February 18,1972: 

“You cannot execute all expensive yajnas or you cannot meditate, that is not possible. Krte 
yad dhyayato visnum (SB 12.3.52). That meditation was possible in the Satya-yuga, krte. 
And tretayam yajato makhaih. And costly performance of sacrifices was possible in the 
Treta-yuga. And dvapare paricaryayam. In the Dvapara-yuga, it was possible to construct 
costly temples and worship the Deity there. But in the Kali-yuga, kalau tad dhari-klrtanat. 
Kali, in the Kali, this age, you have to simply take this process, chanting Hare Krsna man¬ 
tra. Then all your desires will be fulfilled and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture — Bombay, March 19,1972: 

“So everything is scientifically described in the Vedic literature. You haven’t got to make 
any research. It is already there. You have to simply accept it and take it. Then your life will 
be sublime, your life will be successful. Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission is that, to make 
everyone’s life successful. (Sanskrit) Everyone become happy. That is the mission of every¬ 
one. “Everyone” means those who are devotees. How people will be happy? That is their 
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mission.” 


Speech — New Vrindaban, August 31,1972: 

“You are all young boys and girls, but you are very fortunate. Your fathers, grandfathers, 
do not come here. But you have come. So because you are fortunate. So similarly, continue 
this. Just try to hear about Krsna. Your life will be successful. You haven’t got to do any¬ 
thing. It doesn’t require that you have to become a master of degree examination, M.A., 
Ph.D. or D.S.C. No. God has given you these two ears, and if you kindly submissively hear 
from the realized souls, then your life will be successful. Actually, that is happening. All 
these boys and girls who have come to me in different parts of the world, simply by hear¬ 
ing... I have not bribed them, I have no money.” 

Lecture — Laguna Beach, September 30,1972: 

“So this Krsna consciousness movement is very scientific, authorized and understandable 
by reasonable man. So if you kindly take interest in this Krsna consciousness movement, 
you’ll be benefited. Your life will be successful. Your aim of life will be achieved. That is a 
fact. So you can try to read our literatures. We have got many books. You can come and see 

practically how our students are doing, advancing in Krsna consciousness movement.” 


Lecture at Bharata Chamber of Commerce ‘Culture and Business’ — 
Calcutta, January 30,1973: 

“Mad-gata antaratmana. If you feel Krsna in every step of life... It is not very difficult. And, 
above that, if you practice the chanting—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare 
Hare... There is no tax. Your..., there is no loss of your business. You are all businessmen. 
But if you chant Hare Krsna mantra, if you remember Krsna while drinking water, what 
is your loss? Why don’t you try it? This is cultivation of knowledge, if you cultivate this 
knowledge, at the same time go on doing your business, your life will be successful.” 

Lecture — Jakarta, March 1,1973: 

“Somehow or other you become dear friend of Krsna and He’s within you. He’ll always talk 
with you, most confidentially, and your life will be successful. This is Krsna consciousness 
movement. But unfortunately, people are not prepared to accept this simple thing and 
make his life successful. Still we are canvassing door to door, country to country, that “You 
accept this process of Krsna consciousness and you’ll be happy in your life,” not only this 
life, next life. That is is perfection of life.” 
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Speech — Vrndavana, April 27,1975: 

“Of course, there is no consideration of material profit and loss. But your anxiety, laulyam, 
that will make you successful in receiving the mercy, unalloyed mercy of Krsna. So you 
have nothing to be disappointed. You go on with your prescribed duties, chant Hare Krsna 
maha-mantra, and observe the rules and regulations as they have been given to you. Chant 
your numerical strength of beads and your life will be successful.” 

Lecture Engagement at Birla House — Bombay, December 17,1975: 

“The success is that we have to give up the control, we have to become freed from the con¬ 
trol of the apara prakrti, and we shall voluntarily submit to be favored by para prakrti. This 
is our business, aim of life. Then our life will be successful. If we miss this opportunity to 
give up the shelter of apara prakrti, and do not take shelter of the para prakrti, then we are 
missing the opportunity. It is very subtle thing, there is no education, but the information 
and the enlightenment is there in our sastra. In Bhagavad-gita everything is explained, how 
one can give up the control of the apara prakrti and be under the shelter of para prakrti.” 


8th wave: 

Departure Talks 

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupa- 

da’s Disappearance Day, Lecture — Hyderabad, December 10,1976: 

“What Vyasadeva said, your guru will also say the same thing. Not that “So many hundreds 
of thousands of years have passed away. Therefore I will give you a new formula.” No. There 
is no new formula. The same Vyasa-puja, the same philosophy. Simply we have to accept it. 
Then our life will be successful.” 


Departure Lecture — Mexico City, February 18,1975: 

“We are, therefore, preaching all over the world Krsna consciousness, or God conscious¬ 
ness, and teaching them how to surrender to Krsna and thus get out of the clutches of 
maya. We have no other desire or ambition besides this. We plainly say, “Here is God. You 
surrender unto Him. You always think of Him, offer your obeisances. Then your life will be 
successful.” But the people in general, they are exactly madmen. Simply for sense gratifica¬ 
tion, they are working so hard day and night.” 
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Departure Lecture — Mexico City, February 18,1975: 

“So you have got some information about the perfection of life. Don’t misuse it. Try to keep 
it very steadily, and your life will be successful. This movement does not stop anything for 
comfortable life, but it makes regulated. So if we follow the regulative principles and chant 
sixteen rounds, that is our safe position. I think this instruction you will follow. That is my 
desire.” 


9 th wave: 

Philosophy Discussions 

Philosophy Discussion on John Dewey: 

“Syamasundara: He says that philosophy has a social responsibility to influence intelligent 
management of human affairs. 

Prabhupada: That we are doing. We are asking everyone that “You become Krsna conscious 
and do things intelligently, your life will be successful. You’ll be happy.” How else you’ll be 
happy? That is our propaganda.” 


10 th wave: 

Purports to Songs 

Purport to Gauranga Bolite Habe — Los Angeles, December 29,1968: 

“Yugala-piriti means conjugal love. And another he sings that visaya chadiya kabe sud- 
dha ha’be mana. This mind, so, so, so long the mind is too much absorbed in materialistic 
thought, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Vrndavana. Narottama dasa Thakura says: 
visaya suddha kabe suddha ha’be mana. When my, my mind will be completely purified, 
being freed from material anxieties and desires. Then I shall be able to understand what 
is Vrndavana, what is conjugal love of Radha and Krsna, and then my spiritual life will be 
successful.” 

Purport to Bhajahu Re Mana — Los Angeles, January 7,1969: 

“You can adopt out of the nine ways of devotional service any one. If you can adopt all of 
them, that’s very nice. If not, you can adopt eight of them. You can adopt seven of them, six 
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of them, five of them, four of them. But even if you adopt only one of them, your life will be 
successful. What are those nine methods? Sravanam kirtanam. Hearing from authoritative 
sources. And chanting. Sravanam kirtanam. Smaranam. Memorizing. Vandanam, prayers. 
Sravana kirtanam, smaranam vandana, pada-sevanam. Offering service to His lotus feet as 
eternal servant. Pujana sakhi-jana. Or just try to love Krsna as your friend. Atma-nivedana. 
Or give up everything for Krsna. That is the way of devotional service, and Govinda dasa is 
aspiring after that Krsna consciousness business.” 

nth wave: 

Interview 

Interview with the New York Times — September 2,1972, New Vrind- 
aban: 

“Don’t remain in darkness; come to the light. How is this possible? When I flew to London 
from Los Angeles, there was no darkness, for we did not allow the sun to set, you remain 
always in light. This means that if you don’t forget Krsna, your life will be successful. If you 
aim your plane westward and don’t stop, you will remain in sunlight all the time. Similarly, 
if you remain in Krsna consciousness by the simple method of chanting Hare Krsna, Hare 
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, you will 
never see the darkness.” 

Thus ends Damodara Svarupa’s archives of Srila Prabhupada’s quotes on how to make 
your life successful from ‘Lectures, addresses & various talks’. 
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1st wave: Srimad-Bhagavatam 


Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 2 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.6 

etavan sarikhya-yogabhyam 
sva-dharma-parinisthaya 
janma-labhah parah pumsam 
ante narayana-smrtih 


SYNONYMS: 

etavan — all these; sarikhya — complete knowledge of matter and spirit; yogabhyam — 
knowledge of mystic power; sva-dharma — particular occupational duty; parinisthaya — 
by full perception; janma — birth; labhah — gain; parah — the supreme; pumsam — of 
a person; ante — at the end; narayana — the Personality of Godhead; smrtih — remem¬ 
brance. 

TRANSLATION: 

The highest perfection of human life, achieved either by complete knowledge of matter and 
spirit, by practice of mystic powers, or by perfect discharge of occupational duty, is to re¬ 
member the Personality of Godhead at the end of life. 

PURPORT: 

Narayana is the transcendental Personality of Godhead beyond the material creation. Ev¬ 
erything that is created, sustained, and at the end annihilated is within the compass of the 
mahat-tattva (material principle) and is known as the material world. The existence of 
Narayana, or the Personality of Godhead, is not within the jurisdiction of this mahat-tat¬ 
tva, and as such the name, form, attributes, etc., of Narayana are beyond the jurisdiction of 
the material world. By the speculation of empiric philosophy, which discerns matter from 
spirit, or by cultivation of mystic powers, which ultimately helps the performer to reach 
any planet of the universe or beyond the universe, or by discharge of religious duties, one 
can achieve the highest perfection, provided one is able to reach the stage of narayana-smr- 
ti, or constant remembrance of the Personality of Godhead. This is possible only by the as- 
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sociation of a pure devotee, who can give a finishing touch to the transcendental activities 
of all jnanis, yogis or karmis, in terms of prescribed duties defined in the scriptures. There 
are many historical instances of the achievement of spiritual perfection, such as that of the 
Sanakadi Rsis or the nine celebrated Yogendras, who attained perfection only after being 
situated in the devotional service of the Lord. None of the devotees of the Lord ever deviat¬ 
ed from the path of devotional service by taking to other methods as adopted by the jnanis 
or yogis. Everyone is anxious to achieve the highest perfection of his particular activity, 
and it is indicated herein that such perfection is narayana-smrti, for which everyone must 
endeavor his best. In other words, life should be molded in such a manner that one is able 
to progressively remember the Personality of Godhead in every step of life. 

Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 3 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 3.29.23, Purport: 

“It is expressed herein that the Lord is always eager to deliver the conditioned souls, who 
have been encaged within material bodies. Devotees are expected to carry the message or 
desire of the Lord to such conditioned souls and enlighten them with Krsna conscious¬ 
ness. Thus they may be elevated to transcendental, spiritual life, and the mission of their 
lives will be successful. Of course this is not possible for living entities who are lower than 
human beings, but in human society it is feasible that all living entities can be enlightened 
with Krsna consciousness. Even living entities who are lower than human can be raised to 
Krsna consciousness by other methods. For example, Sivananda Sena, a great devotee of 
Lord Caitanya, delivered a dog by feeding him prasada. Distribution of prasada, or rem¬ 
nants of foodstuffs offered to the Lord, even to the ignorant masses of people and to ani¬ 
mals, gives such living entities the chance for elevation to Krsna consciousness. Factually 
it happened that the same dog, when met by Lord Caitanya at Puff, was liberated from the 
material condition.” 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam Canto 4 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 4.7.44, Purport: 

“The way to get out of illusory maya is to engage in the topics of Krsna. Lord Caitanya 
advocated a process whereby everyone may remain in his present position without change 
but simply hear from the proper authoritative sources about Krsna. Lord Caitanya advised 
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everyone to spread the word of Krsna. He advised, “All of you become spiritual masters. 
Your duty is simply to talk to whomever you meet of Krsna or of the instructions given by 
Krsna.” The International Society for Krishna Consciousness is operating for this purpose. 
We do not ask anyone to first change his position and then come to us. Instead, we invite 
everyone to come with us and simply chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, because we know that if one sim¬ 
ply chants and hears the topics of Krsna, one’s life will change; he will see a new light, and 
his life will be successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.9.24, Purport: 

“As stated in the Vedas, when one performs great sacrifices he must give charity, not only to 
the brahmanas, but also to the ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras. It is assured here that Dhruva 
Maharaja would be able to perform such activities. In this age of Kali, however, the great 
sacrifice is the performance of sanklrtana-yajna. Our Krsna consciousness movement is 
designed to teach people (and to learn ourselves) the exact instruction of the Personality 
of Godhead. In this way we shall continuously perform the sanklrtana-yajna and continu¬ 
ously chant the Hare Krsna mantra. Then at the end of our lives we shall certainly be able 
to remember Krsna, and our program of life will be successful. In this age, distribution of 
prasada has replaced distribution of money. No one has sufficient money to distribute, but 
if we distribute krsna-prasada as far as possible, this is more valuable than the distribution 
of money.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.12.23, Translation and Purport: 

“What was possible for Dhruva Maharaja is possible for anyone. Any five-year-old child 
can be trained, and within a very short time his life will become successful by realization of 
Krsna consciousness.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.20.13, Purport: 

“The Lord helps us by giving us directions how to act in devotional service and thus ad¬ 
vance on the path back home, back to Godhead. He instructs us outwardly in the form of 
the spiritual master. Therefore, one should not accept the spiritual master as an ordinary 
human being. The Lord says, acaryam mam vijanlyan nava-manyeta karhicit: one should 
not treat the spiritual master as an ordinary human being, for he is the substitute for the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead (SB 11.17.27). One should treat the spiritual master as the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead and never be envious of him or consider him to be an or¬ 
dinary human being. If we follow the instruction of the spiritual master and execute devo¬ 
tional service to the Lord, we will remain always free from the contamination of bodily and 
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material activities, and our life will be successful.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 4.24.79, Translation: 

“My dear sons of the King, the prayers I have recited to you are meant for pleasing the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supersoul. I advise you to recite these prayers, which 
are as effective as great austerities. In this way, when you are mature, your life will be suc¬ 
cessful, and you will certainly achieve all your desired objectives without fail.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 4.26.15, Translation and Purport 

“A woman is supposed to be the energy of the man. Historically, in the background of ev¬ 
ery great man there is either a mother or a wife. One’s household life is very successful if he 
has both a good wife and mother. In such a case, everything about household affairs and all 
the paraphernalia in the house becomes very pleasing.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 4 . 28 . 65 , Translation and Purport: 

“VaidarbhI. The woman who was formerly a man but took birth as a woman in his next life 
because of too much attachment to woman. Darbha means kusa grass. In fruitive activities, 
or karma-kandrya ceremonies, one requires kusa grass. Thus vaidarbhi refers to one who 
takes birth in a family of karma-kandrya understanding. However, if by karma-kanda ac¬ 
tivities one by chance comes in contact with a devotee, as Vaidarbhi did when she married 
Malayadhvaja, his life becomes successful.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 5 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.1.14, Purport: 

“The varnasrama system is scientific. Therefore if we accept the divisions of varna and asra- 

ma according to the Vedic instructions, our lives will be successful. Unless human society 

is thus divided and arranged, it cannot be perfect. As stated in the Visnu Purana ( 3 . 8 . 9 ): 

varnasramacaravata 

purusena parah puman 

visnur aradhyate pantha 

nanyat tat-tosa-karanam 

(CC Madhya 8.58) 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Visnu, is worshiped by the proper execution 
of prescribed duties in the system of varna and asrama. There is no other way to satisfy the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead. One must be situated in the institution of the four varnas 
and asramas.” 

In accordance with the Vedic injunctions, everyone should find out whether he is a brah- 
mana, ksatriya, vaisya or sudra and should thus be educated accordingly. Then his life will 
be successful.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.1.14, Purport: 

“The goal of life is to reach Visnu, but instead of reaching Visnu, people are bewildered by 
the external manifestation of the material energy. Therefore progress in material advance¬ 
ment is blind, and the leaders of such material advancement are also blind. They are lead¬ 
ing their followers in the wrong way. 

It is best, therefore, to accept the injunctions of the Vedas, which are mentioned in this 
verse as yad-vaci. In accordance with those injunctions, everyone should find out whether 
he is a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya or sudra and should thus be educated accordingly. Then 
his life will be successful. Otherwise, all of human society will be confused. 

If the Vedic injunctions are followed, all of them—brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and su- 
dras—will be elevated to the transcendental platform, and their lives will be successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.1.14, Purport: 

“If human society is divided scientifically according to varna and asrama, and if the Vedic 
directions are followed, one’s life, regardless of his position, will be successful. It is not that 
brahmanas will be elevated to the transcendental platform but not the sudras. If the Vedic 
injunctions are followed, all of them—brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras—will be 
elevated to the transcendental platform, and their lives will be successful. 

If anyone, from any division of life, surrenders to the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
follows His instructions, his life will be successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.1.14 


yad-vaci tantyam guna-karma-damabhih 
sudustarair vatsa vayam suyojitah 
sarve vahamo balim Isvaraya 
prota nasiva dvi-pade catus-padah 


SYNONYMS: 

yat — of whom; vaci — in the form of Vedic instruction; tantyam — to a long rope; guna 
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— of quality; karma — and work; damabhih — by the ropes; su-dustaraih — very diffi¬ 
cult to avoid; vatsa — my dear boy; vayam — we; su-yojitah — are engaged; sarve — all; 
vahamah — carry out; balim — orders to please Him; isvaraya — unto the Supreme Per¬ 
sonality of Godhead; protah — being bound; nasi — in the nose; iva — like; dvi-pade — 
to the two-legged (driver); catuh-padah — the four-legged (bulls). 

TRANSLATION: 

My dear boy, all of us are bound by the Vedic injunctions to the divisions of varnasrama 
according to our qualities and work. These divisions are difficult to avoid because they are 
scientifically arranged. We must therefore carry out our duties of varnasrama-dharma, like 
bulls obliged to move according to the direction of a driver pulling on ropes knotted to 
their noses. 

PURPORT: 

In this verse, the words tantyam guna-karma-damabhih are very important. We each get a 
body according to our association with the gunas, the qualities or modes of material na¬ 
ture, and we act accordingly. As stated in Bhagavad-glta, the four orders of the social sys¬ 
tem — namely brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra — are arranged according to guna 
and karma, their qualities and work. There is some controversy about this, however, be¬ 
cause some say that since one receives a body according to the guna and karma of his past 
life, it is one’s birth that determines his social status. Others say, however, that one’s birth 
according to the guna and karma of his past life is not the essential consideration, since one 
can change his guna and karma even in this life. Thus they say that the four divisions of the 
social order — brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra — should be arranged according to 
the guna and karma of this life. This version is confirmed in Srlmad-Bhagavatam by Nara- 
da Muni. While instructing Maharaja Yudhisthira about the symptoms of guna and karma, 
Narada Muni said that these symptoms must govern the division of society. In other words, 
if a person born in the family of a brahmana has the symptoms of a sudra, he should be 
designated as a sudra. Similarly, if a sudra has brahminical qualities, he should be designat¬ 
ed a brahmana. 

The varnasrama system is scientific. Therefore if we accept the divisions of varna and asra- 
ma according to the Vedic instructions, our lives will be successful. Unless human society 
is thus divided and arranged, it cannot be perfect. As stated in the Visnu Purana ( 3 . 8 . 9 ): 
varnasramacaravata 
purusena parah puman 
visnur aradhyate pantha 
nanyat tat-tosa-karanam 
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“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Visnu, is worshiped by the proper execution 
of prescribed duties in the system of varna and asrama. There is no other way to satisfy 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One must be situated in the institution of the four 
varnas and asramas.” All of human society is meant to worship Lord Visnu. At the present 
moment, however, human society does not know that this is the ultimate goal or perfection 
of life. Therefore instead of worshiping Lord Visnu, people have been educated to worship 
matter. According to the direction of modern society, men think they can advance in civili¬ 
zation by manipulating matter to build skyscrapers, big roads, automobiles and so on. Such 
a civilization must certainly be called materialistic because its people do not know the goal 
of life. The goal of life is to reach Visnu, but instead of reaching Visnu, people are bewil¬ 
dered by the external manifestation of the material energy. Therefore progress in material 
advancement is blind, and the leaders of such material advancement are also blind. They 
are leading their followers in the wrong way. 

It is best, therefore, to accept the injunctions of the Vedas, which are mentioned in this 
verse as yad-vaci. In accordance with those injunctions, everyone should find out whether 
he is a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya or sudraand should thus be educated accordingly. Then 
his life will be successful. Otherwise, all of human society will be confused. If human soci¬ 
ety is divided scientifically according to varna and asrama, and if the Vedic directions are 
followed, one’s life, regardless of his position, will be successful. It is not that brahmanas 
will be elevated to the transcendental platform but not the sudras. If the Vedic injunctions 
are followed, all of them — brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras — will be elevated to 
the transcendental platform, and their lives will be successful. The injunctions in the Ve¬ 
das are explicit directions from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The example cited in 
this verse is that bulls tied by ropes in their nostrils move according to the direction of the 
driver. Similarly, if we move according to the instructions of the Vedas, the perfect paths 
for our lives will be set. Otherwise, if we do not move in that way but act according to our 
whimsical ideas, our lives will be spoiled by confusion and will end in despair. Actually, 
because people at the present moment are not following the instructions of the Vedas, they 
are all confused. We must therefore accept this instruction by Lord Brahma to Priyavra- 
ta as the factual scientific direction leading to the success of life. This is also confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gita (16.23): 
yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya 
vartate kama-karatah 
na sa siddhim avapnoti 

na sukham na param gatim 

If we do not live according to the injunctions of the sastras, the Vedas, we shall never 


Make your life successful 


74 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 


1st wave: Srlmad-Bhagavatam 75 Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 5 

achieve success in life, to say nothing of happiness or elevation to higher statuses of living. 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.1.15, Translation and Purport 

“The entire world is working under the influence of the modes of material nature, especial¬ 
ly ignorance and passion, but if people engage in hearing and chanting about the glories 
of the Supreme Lord, their lives can be successful, and they can be elevated to the highest 
perfection.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.1.15, Purport: 

“If we follow the Supreme Personality of Godhead by following the directions He gives in 

the Vedas and Bhagavad-glta, our lives will be successful. The Lord therefore says: 

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 

mad-yaji mam namaskuru 

mam evaisyasi satyam te 

pratijane priyo ‘si me 

“Always think of Me, become My devotee, and offer respect and obeisances unto Me. Then 
you will certainly come back home, back to Godhead. I promise you this because you are 
My very dear friend.” (BG 18.65) This instruction is meant for everyone—brahmana, 
ksatriya, vaisya or sudra. If anyone, from any division of life, surrenders to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and follows His instructions, his life will be successful. 

We must be satisfied in whatever position we have been put into by the Supreme Personal¬ 
ity of Godhead, and we should try to engage ourselves in His devotional service. Then our 
lives will be successful.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.1.15, Purport: 

“Everyone should be given the chance to hear the holy names of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, for thus one will gradually come to understand his real position in life and be 
elevated to the transcendental position above the mode of goodness. Thus all impediments 
to his progress will be cut to pieces. In conclusion, therefore, we must be satisfied in what¬ 
ever position we have been put into by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and we should 
try to engage ourselves in His devotional service. Then our lives will be successful.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 5.1.15 


isabhisrstam hy avarundhmahe nga 
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duhkham sukham va guna-karma-sangat 
asthaya tat tad yad ayunkta nathas 
caksusmatandha iva nlyamanah 


SYNONYMS: 

Isa-abhisrstam — created or given by the Lord; hi — certainly; avarundhmahe — we have 
to accept; anga — my dear Priyavrata; duhkham — distress; sukham — happiness; va — 
or; guna-karma — with quality and work; sangat — by association; asthaya — being sit¬ 
uated in; tat tat — that condition; yat — which body; ayunkta — He gave; nathah — the 
Supreme Lord; caksusmata — by a person having eyes; andhah — blind men; iva — like; 
nlyamanah — being conducted. 

TRANSLATION: 

My dear Priyavrata, according to our association with different modes of material nature, 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead gives us our specific bodies and the happiness and 
distress we achieve. One must therefore remain situated as he is and be conducted by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, exactly as a blind man is led by a person who has eyes 
with which to see. 

PURPORT: 

By material means, one cannot avoid the happiness and distress unique to his particu¬ 
lar body. There are 8,400,000 bodily forms, each destined to enjoy and suffer a certain 
amount of happiness and distress. This we cannot change, for the happiness and distress 
are ordained by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in accordance with whose decision 
we have received our bodies. Since we cannot avoid the plan of the Supreme Godhead, 
we must agree to be directed by Him, just as a blind man is led by a person who has eyes. 
Under any circumstances, if we remain in the condition allotted to us by the Supreme Lord 
and follow His instructions, we will become perfect. The main purpose of life is to follow 
the instructions of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is such instructions that consti¬ 
tute one’s religion or occupational duty. 

In Bhagavad-gita, therefore, Lord Krsna says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam 
saranam vraja: “Give up all other engagements. Simply surrender unto Me and follow Me.” 
(Bg. 18.66) This process of surrendering by following the instructions of the Supreme Per¬ 
sonality of Godhead is not meant for any particular caste or creed. A brahmana can sur¬ 
render, and so can a ksatriya, vaisya or sudra. Everyone can adopt this process. As stated 
in this verse, caksusmatandha iva nlyamanah: one should follow the Lord the way a blind 
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man follows a person who has eyes. If we follow the Supreme Personality of Godhead by 
following the directions He gives in the Vedas and Bhagavad-gita, our lives will be success¬ 
ful. The Lord therefore says: 
man-mana bhava mad-bhakto 
mad-yaji mam namaskuru 
mam evaisyasi satyam te 
pratijane priyo ’si me 

“Always think of Me, become My devotee, and offer respect and obeisances unto Me. Then 
you will certainly come back home, back to Godhead. I promise you this because you are 
My very dear friend.” (Bg. 18 . 65 ) This instruction is meant for everyone — brahmana, 
ksatriya, vaisya or sudra. If anyone, from any division of life, surrenders to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and follows His instructions, his life will be successful. 

The previous verse has given the analogy of bulls moving under the direction of the driver 
of a bullock cart. The bulls, being completely surrendered to the driver, remain wherever 
he wants to place them and eat whatever he wants them to eat. Similarly, being completely 
surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, we should not aspire for happiness, or 
regret distress; we must be satisfied with the position allotted to us by the Lord. We should 
follow the path of devotional service and not be dissatisfied with the happiness and dis¬ 
tress He has given. People in the material modes of passion and ignorance generally cannot 
understand the plan of the Supreme Personality of Godhead with its 8,400,000 forms of 
life, but the human form affords one the special privilege to understand this plan, engage in 
devotional service and elevate oneself to the highest position of perfection by following the 
Lord’s instructions. The entire world is working under the influence of the modes of mate¬ 
rial nature, especially ignorance and passion, but if people engage in hearing and chanting 
about the glories of the Supreme Lord, their lives can be successful, and they can be elevat¬ 
ed to the highest perfection. In the Brhan-naradrya Purana, therefore, it is said: 
harer nama harer nama 
harer namaiva kevalam 
kalau nasty eva nasty eva 
nasty eva gatir anyatha 

“In this Age of Kali, there is no other way, no other way, no other way for spiritual perfec¬ 
tion than the holy name, the holy name, the holy name of the Lord.” Everyone should be 
given the chance to hear the holy names of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, for thus 
one will gradually come to understand his real position in life and be elevated to the tran¬ 
scendental position above the mode of goodness. Thus all impediments to his progress will 
be cut to pieces. In conclusion, therefore, we must be satisfied in whatever position we have 
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been put into by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and we should try to engage our¬ 
selves in His devotional service. Then our lives will be successful.”’ 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.14.13, Translation and Purport: 

“A guru should be accepted as advised in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.3.21). Tasmad gurum 
prapadyeta jijnasuh sreya uttamam: One should approach a bona fide guru to inquire about 
the highest benefit of life. Such a guru is described as follows: sabde pare ca nisnatam. Such 
a guru does not manufacture gold or juggle words. He is well versed in the conclusions of 
Vedic knowledge (vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah (BG 15.15)). He is freed from all ma¬ 
terial contamination and is fully engaged in Krsna’s service. If one is able to obtain the dust 
of the lotus feet of such a guru, his life becomes successful. Otherwise he is baffled both in 
this life and in the next.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.11, Translation and Purport: 

“Material existence is caused by dirty things within the mind. If one can cleanse his mind, 
he immediately comes to his original position of Krsna consciousness, and thus his life 
becomes successful. Therefore all the great saints in the devotional line very strongly rec¬ 
ommend the process of hearing. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu introduced the congregational 
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra to give everyone a chance to hear Krsna’s holy name, 
for simply by hearing Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, one becomes purified (ceto-darpana-marjanam (CC Antya 
20 . 12 )).” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 6 

Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.53, Translation and Purport: 

“If instead of serving maya under different names, one turns his service attitude toward the 
Supreme Lord, he is then safe, and there is no more difficulty. If one returns to his original, 
natural tendency in the human form of life by understanding the perfect knowledge given 
by Krsna Himself in the Vedic literature, one’s life is successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.35, Translation and Purport: 

“I am such a sinful person, but since I have now gotten this opportunity, I must completely 
control my mind, life and senses and always engage in devotional service so that I may not 
fall again into the deep darkness and ignorance of material life. 
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Every one of us should have this determination. We have been elevated to an exalted posi¬ 
tion by the mercy of Krsna and the spiritual master, and if we remember that this is a great 
opportunity and pray to Krsna that we will not fall again, our lives will be successful.” 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 6.11.21, Purport: 

“The words aham samadhaya manah indicate that the most important duty at the time of 
death is to concentrate one’s mind. If one can fix his mind on the lotus feet of Krsna, Visnu, 
Sankarsana or any Visnu murti, his life will be successful. To be killed while fixing his mind 
at the lotus feet of Sankarsana, Vrtrasura asked Indra to release his vajra, or thunderbolt. 

He was destined to be killed by the thunderbolt given by Lord Visnu; there was no question 
of its being baffled. Therefore Vrtrasura requested Indra to release the thunderbolt immedi¬ 
ately, and he prepared himself by fixing his mind at the lotus feet of Krsna.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 6.16.39, Translation and Purport: 

“The perfection of life is to be uninterested in material enjoyment and interested in Krsna. 
If one comes to Krsna consciousness somehow or other, even for material gain, the result 
is that he will be liberated. Kamad dvesad bhayat snehat. Whether for the satisfaction of 
material desires, because of the influence of envy, because of fear, because of affection or 
because of any other reason, if one comes to Krsna, his life is successful.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 7 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 7.1.28-29, Purport: 

“This verse uses the word maya-manuje. When Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God¬ 
head, appears in His original spiritual potency (sambhavamy atma-mayaya (BG 4 . 6 )), He 
is not forced to accept a form made by material nature. Therefore the Lord is addressed as 
Isvara, the controller of maya. He is not controlled by maya. When a demon continuously 
thinks of Krsna because of enmity toward Him, he is certainly freed from the sinful reac¬ 
tions of his life. To think of Krsna in any way, in terms of His name, form, qualities, para¬ 
phernalia or anything pertaining to Him, is beneficial for everyone. Srnvatarh sva-kathah 
krsnah punya-sravana-klrtanah (SB 1 . 2 .17). Thinking of Krsna, hearing the holy name 
of Krsna or hearing the pastimes of Krsna will make one pure, and then he will become a 
devotee. Our Krsna consciousness movement is therefore trying to introduce the system of 
somehow or other letting everyone hear the holy name of Krsna and take Krsna’s prasada. 
Thus one will gradually become a devotee, and his life will be successful.” 
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Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 8 

Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.1.16, Purport: 

“This is the sum and substance of our Krsna consciousness movement. We are simply 
requesting human society to follow in the footsteps of the teacher of Bhagavad-gita. Fol¬ 
low the instructions of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and your life will be successful. That is the 
summary of the Krsna consciousness movement. The organizer of the Krsna conscious¬ 
ness movement is teaching everyone how to follow Lord Ramacandra, how to follow Lord 
Krsna, and how to follow Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In this material world, we need a 
leader for a monarchy or good government. Lord Sri Ramacandra, by His practical exam¬ 
ple, showed how to live for the benefit of all human society. He fought with demons like 
Ravana, He carried out the orders of His father, and He remained the faithful husband of 
mother Sita. Thus there is no comparison to Lord Ramacandra’s acting as an ideal king. In¬ 
deed, people still hanker for rama-rajya, a government conducted like that of Lord Rama¬ 
candra. Similarly, although Lord Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, He taught 
His disciple and devotee Arjuna how to lead a life ending in going back home, back to 
Godhead (tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna (BG 4 - 9 )).” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 9 

Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.3.10, Purport: 

“Ibis is an indication of the relationship between husband and wife. A great personality 
like Cyavana Muni has the temperament of always wanting to be in a superior position. 
Such a person cannot submit to anyone. Therefore, Cyavana Muni had an irritable temper¬ 
ament. His wife, Sukanya, could understand his attitude, and under the circumstances she 
treated him accordingly. If any wife wants to be happy with her husband, she must try to 
understand her husband’s temperament and please him. This is victory for a woman. Even 
in the dealings of Lord Krsna with His different queens, it has been seen that although the 
queens were the daughters of great kings, they placed themselves before Lord Krsna as His 
maidservants. However great a woman may be, she must place herself before her husband 
in this way; that is to say, she must be ready to carry out her husband’s orders and please 
him in all circumstances. Then her life will be successful. When the wife becomes as ir¬ 
ritable as the husband, their life at home is sure to be disturbed or ultimately completely 
broken. In the modern day, the wife is never submissive, and therefore home life is broken 
even by slight incidents.” 
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Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.9.43, Purport: 

“I offer my respectful obeisances to the Supreme Absolute Truth, Krsna, who is the 
well-wisher of the cows and the brahmanas as well as the living entities in general. I of¬ 
fer my repeated obeisances to Govinda, who is the pleasure reservoir for all the senses.” 

A devotee of Krsna is very much attached to brahminical culture. Indeed, an expert per¬ 
sonality who knows who Krsna is and what He wants is a real brahmana. Brahma janatiti 
brahmanah. Krsna is the Parabrahman, and therefore all Krsna conscious persons, or dev¬ 
otees of Krsna, are exalted brahmanas. Khatvanga Maharaja regarded the devotees of Krsna 
as the real brahmanas and the real light for human society. One who desires to advance 
in Krsna consciousness and spiritual understanding must give the utmost importance to 
brahminical culture and must understand Krsna (krsnaya govindaya). Then his life will be 
successful.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam9.10.51, Purport: 

“My dear King, although Kali-yuga is full of faults, there is still one good quality about this 
age: simply by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, one can become free from material 
bondage and be promoted to the transcendental kingdom.” (SB 12.3.51) If people take to 
this sanklrtana movement of chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Rama, they will certainly be freed 
from the contamination of Kali-yuga, and the people of this age will be happy, as people 
were in Satya-yuga, the golden age. Anyone, anywhere, can easily take to this Hare Krsna 
movement; one need only chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, observe the rules and regu¬ 
lations, and stay free from the contamination of sinful life. Even if one is sinful and cannot 
give up sinful life immediately, if he chants the Hare Krsna maha-mantra with devotion 
and faith he will certainly be freed from all sinful activities, and his life will be successful. 
Parana vijayate sri-krsna-sanklrtanam. This is the blessing of Lord Ramacandra, who has 
appeared in this age of Kali as Lord Gaurasundara.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 9.19.3, Purport: 

“Like a he-goat, a man searches for sense gratification, wandering here and there, and a 
woman without the shelter of a man or husband is like a she-goat that has fallen into a 
well. Without being cared for by a man, a woman cannot be happy. Indeed, she is just like a 
she-goat that has fallen into a well and is struggling for existence. Therefore a woman must 
take shelter of her father, as Devayanl did when under the care of Sukracarya, and then the 
father must give the daughter in charity to a suitable man, or a suitable man should help 
the woman by placing her under the care of a husband. This is shown vividly by the life 
of Devayanl. When King Yayati delivered Devayanl from the well, she felt great relief and 
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requested Yayati to accept her as his wife. But when Maharaja Yayati accepted Devayani, he 
became too attached and had sex life not only with her but with others, like Sarmistha. Yet 
still he was dissatisfied. Therefore one should retire by force from such family life as Yaya- 
ti’s. When one is fully convinced of the degrading nature of worldly family life, one should 
completely renounce this way of life, take sannyasa, and engage himself fully in the service 
of the Lord. Then ones life will be successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.19.19, Purport: 

“One should not live in Vrndavana and commit offenses, for a life of offenses in Vrndava- 
na is no better than the lives of the monkeys and hogs there. Many monkeys and hogs live 
in Vrndavana, and they are concerned with their sexual desires. Men who have gone to 
Vrndavana but who still hanker for sex should immediately leave Vrndavana and stop their 
grievous offenses at the lotus feet of the Lord. There are many misguided men who live in 
Vrndavana to satisfy their sexual desires, but they are certainly no better than the monkeys 
and hogs. Those who are under the control of maya, and specifically under the control of 
lusty desires, are called maya-mrga. Indeed, everyone in the conditional stage of material 
life is a maya-mrga. It is said, maya-mrgarh dayitayepsitam anvadhavad: (SB 11.5.34) Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu took sannyasa to show His causeless mercy to the maya-mrgas, the 
people of this material world, who suffer because of lusty desires. One should follow the 
principles of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and always think of Krsna in full Krsna conscious¬ 
ness. Then one will be eligible to live in Vrndavana, and his life will be successful.” 

Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 10.1 to 

10.13 

Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.1.41, Purport: 

“Although the mind may work imperfectly at the time of death, Krsna gives a devotee shel¬ 
ter at His lotus feet. Therefore when a devotee gives up his body, the mind does not take 
him to another material body (tyaktva deharn punar janma naiti mam eti (BG 4.9)); rather, 
Krsna takes the devotee to that place where He is engaged in His pastimes (mam eti), as we 
have already discussed in previous verses. One’s consciousness, therefore, must always be 
absorbed in Krsna, and then one’s life will be successful. Otherwise the mind will carry the 
soul to another material body. The soul will be placed in the semen of a father and dis¬ 
charged into the womb of a mother. The semen and ovum create a particular type of body 
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according to the form of the father and mother, and when the body is mature, the soul 
emerges in that body and begins a new life. This is the process of transmigration of the soul 
from one body to another (tatha dehantara-praptih (BG 2.13)). Unfortunately, those who 
are less intelligent think that when the body disappears, everything is finished. The entire 
world is being misled by such fools and rascals. But as stated in Bhagavad-gita (2.20), na 
hanyate hanyamane sarire. The soul does not die when the body is destroyed. Rather, the 
soul takes on another body.” 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam 10.1.5-7, Purport: 

“Pariksit Maharaja felt obliged to think of Krsna in the last days of his life. This is the ideal 
result of Krsna consciousness: ante narayana-smrtih. If at the time of death one can re¬ 
member Krsna, one’s life is successful.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 10.7.13-15, Purport: 

“One who is brahma-bhuta is always happy (prasannatma). Na socati na kanksati: he is 
never disturbed about material necessities. Samah sarvesu bhutesu: he is ready to bestow 
blessings upon everyone equally. Mad-bhaktim labhate param: (BG 18.54) then he be¬ 
comes a Vaisnava. In this age, Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura introduced the 
sacred thread ceremony for his Vaisnava disciples, with the idea that people should un¬ 
derstand that when one becomes a Vaisnava he has already acquired the qualifications of 
a brahmana. Therefore in the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, those who 
are twice initiated so as to become brahmanas must bear in mind their great responsibility 
to be truthful, control the mind and senses, be tolerant, and so on. Then their life will be 
successful. It was such brahmanas that Nanda Maharaja invited to chant the Vedic hymns, 
not ordinary brahmanas. Verse thirteen distinctly mentions himsa-mana. The word mana 
refers to false prestige or false pride. Those who were falsely proud, thinking that they were 
brahmanas because they were born in brahmana families, were never invited by Nanda 
Maharaja on such occasions.” 


Srlmad-Bhagavatam 10.11.11, Purport: 

“O son of Kunti, all that you do, all that you eat, all that you offer and give away, as well as 
all austerities that you may perform, should be done as an offering unto Me.” With love and 
affection, one should try to give something to Krsna from one’s source of income. Then 
one’s life will be successful. Krsna is full in all opulences; He does not need anything from 
anyone. But if one is prepared to give something to Krsna, that is for one’s own benefit. The 
example given in this connection is that when one’s real face is decorated, the reflection 
of one’s face is automatically decorated. Similarly, if we try to serve Krsna with all our op- 
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ulences, we, as parts and parcels or reflections of Krsna, will become happy in exchange. 
Krsna is always happy, for He is atmarama, fully satisfied with His own opulence. 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.12.7-11, Purport: 

“The secret of success is unknown to people in general, and therefore Srila Vyasadeva, 
being compassionate toward the poor souls in this material world, especially in this age 
of Kali, has given us the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Srimad-bhagavatam puranam amalam yad 
vaisnavanam priyam (SB 12. 13 . 18 ). For Vaisnavas who are somewhat advanced, or who are 
fully aware of the glories and potencies of the Lord, Srimad-Bhagavatam is a beloved Vedic 
literature. After all, we have to change this body (tatha dehantara-praptih (BG 2 . 13 )). If we 
do not care about Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, we do not know what the next 
body will be. But if one adheres to these two books—Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagav¬ 
atam—one is sure to obtain the association of Krsna in the next life (tyaktva deham punar 
janma naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna (BG 4.9)). Therefore, distribution of Srimad-Bhagavatam all 
over the world is a great welfare activity for theologians, philosophers, transcendentalists 
and yogis (yoginam api sarvesam (BG 6.47)), as well as for people in general. Janma-labhah 
parah pumsam ante narayana-smrtih (SB 2.1.6): if we can somehow or other remember 
Krsna, Narayana, at the end of life, our life will be successful.” 


Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.13.53, Purport: 

“As for samskara, or reformation, this is possible by good association, for by good associ¬ 
ation one develops good habits, and habit becomes second nature. Therefore, bhakta-sane 
vasa: let people have the chance to live with bhaktas. Then their habits will change. In the 
human form of life one has this chance, but as Narottama dasa Thakura sings, hari hari 
viphale janama gonainu: if one fails to take advantage of this opportunity, ones human life 
is wasted. We are therefore trying to save human society from degradation and actually 
elevate people to the higher nature. 

As for kama and karma—desires and activities—if one engages in devotional service, 
one develops a different nature than if one engages in activities of sense gratification, and 
of course the result is also different. According to the association of different natures, one 
receives a particular type of body. Karanam guna-sango ‘sya sad-asad-yoni janmasu (BG 
13 . 22 ). Therefore we should always seek good association, the association of devotees. 
Then our life will be successful. A man is known by his company. If one has the chance to 
live in the good association of devotees, one is able to cultivate knowledge, and naturally 
one’s character or nature will change for one’s eternal benefit.” 
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2nd wave: 

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 

Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-llla 22 Summary: 

“In the Twenty-second Chapter, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu describes the process of de¬ 
votional service. In the beginning He describes the truth about the living entity and the 
superexcellence of devotional service. He then describes the uselessness of mental spec¬ 
ulation and mystic yoga. In all circumstances the living entity is recommended to accept 
the path of devotional service as personally explained by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The 
speculative method of the so-called jnanis is considered a waste of time, and that is proved 
in this chapter. An intelligent person should abandon the processes of karma-kanda, jna- 
na-kanda and mystic yoga. One should give up all these useless processes and take serious¬ 
ly to the path of Krsna consciousness. In this way one’s life will be successful. If one takes to 
Krsna consciousness fully, even though he may sometimes be agitated due to having pre¬ 
viously practiced mental speculation and yogic mysticism, he will be saved by Lord Krsna 
Himself. The fact is that devotional service is bestowed by the blessings of a pure devotee 
(sa mahatma su-durlabhah). A pure devotee is the supreme transcendentalist, and one has 
to receive his mercy for one’s dormant Krsna consciousness to be awakened. One has to 
associate with pure devotees. If one has firm faith in the words of a great soul, pure devo¬ 
tional service will awaken.” 


Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-llla 24.252, Purport: 

“Everyone has a chance to become purified by associating with this Krsna consciousness 
movement and strictly following the rules and regulations. By chanting the Hare Krsna 
maha-mantra, one can become free from all contamination, especially contamination 
brought about by the killing of animals. Lord Krsna Himself requests: 
sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja 
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah 

“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all 
sinful reactions. Do not fear.” (BG 18.66) 

We should take this instruction from Krsna and follow in the footsteps of Narada Muni in 
the disciplic succession. If we simply surrender unto Krsna’s lotus feet and take this Krsna 
consciousness movement seriously, we can be freed from the karma incurred by sin. If we 
are intelligent enough, we shall engage in the loving service of the Lord. Then our lives will 
be successful, and we shall not have to suffer like the hunter life after life. By killing ani- 
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mals, not only will we be bereft of the human form but we will have to take an animal form 
and somehow or other be killed by the same type of animal we have killed. This is the law 
of nature. The Sanskrit word mamsa means “meat.” It is said, mam sah khadati iti mamsah. 
That is, “I am now eating the flesh of an animal who will some day in the future be eating 
my flesh.” 
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Krsna Book 79: 

• • • 

“Lord Balarama then took the avabhrtha bath, which is taken after finishing sacrificial 
performances. After taking His bath, He dressed Himself in new silken garments and dec¬ 
orated Himself with beautiful jewelry. Amidst His relatives and friends, He appeared to 
be a shining full moon amidst the luminaries in the sky. Lord Balarama is the Personality 
of Godhead Ananta Himself; therefore He is beyond the scope of understanding by mind, 
intelligence or body. He descended exactly like a human being and behaved in that way 
for His own purposes; we can only explain His activities as the Lord’s pastimes. No one 
can even estimate the extent of the unlimited demonstrations of His pastimes because He 
is all-powerful. Lord Balarama is the original Visnu; therefore anyone remembering these 
pastimes of Lord Balarama in the morning and evening will certainly become a great dev¬ 
otee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and thus his life will be successful in all re¬ 
spects.” 


Bhagavad-glta 

Bhagavad-glta 2.29, Translation and Purport: 

“It is very difficult to find a man who perfectly understands the position of the Supersoul, 
the atomic soul, their respective functions and relationships and all other major and mi- 
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nor details. And it is still more difficult to find a man who has actually derived full benefit 
from knowledge of the soul, and who is able to describe the position of the soul in different 
aspects. But if, somehow or other, one is able to understand the subject matter of the soul, 
then one’s life is successful.” 


Bhagavad-gita 5.2 Purport: 

“People are mad after sense gratification, and they do not know that this present body, 
which is full of miseries, is a result of one’s fruitive activities in the past. Although this body 
is temporary, it is always giving one trouble in many ways. Therefore, to act for sense grat¬ 
ification is not good. One is considered to be a failure in life as long as he makes no inqui¬ 
ry about his real identity. As long as he does not know his real identity, he has to work for 
fruitive results for sense gratification, and as long as one is engrossed in the consciousness 
of sense gratification one has to transmigrate from one body to another.” 

Thus Ends Damodara Svarupa’s archives ofSrtla Prabhupada’s quotes on how to make 
your life successful from ‘Srila Prabhupada’s Books’. 
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1st wave: 

Conversations and Morning Walks 

1971 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Darsana — June 28,1971, San Francisco: 

“You have got good opportunity, you have got good name, Krsna consciousness movement, 
it is being appreciated. So live very cautiously and preach very cautiously and seriously, 
then in this one life you will become successful, go back to home, back to Godhead. One 
life. You haven’t got to wait for another life. If this life we work sincerely, then our business 
is finished.” 


Room Conversation — July 18,1971, Detroit 

“The Krsna consciousness movement is trying to revive the pure consciousness of the hu¬ 
man society so that he can know himself and act accordingly. Then his life is successful.” 

1972 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Interview with the New York Times — September 2,1972, New Vrind- 
aban: 

“Prabhupada: This is also the Vedic injunction: Don’t remain in darkness; come to the light. 
How is this possible? When I flew to London from Los Angeles, there was no darkness, for 
we did not allow the sun to set, you remain always in light. This means that if you don’t for¬ 
get Krsna, your life will be successful. If you aim your plane westward and don’t stop, you 
will remain in sunlight all the time. Similarly, if you remain in Krsna consciousness by the 
simple method of chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, 
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Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, you will never see the darkness.” 

1973 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Morning Walk — April 20,1973, Los Angeles: 

“Prabhupada: Tesam satata-yuktanam bhajatam priti-purvakam (BG 10.10). “Only to those 
who are engaged in devotional service with love and faith, I give him intelligence how to 
come back to home, back to Godhead.” Therefore, after coming to human form of body, 
we must awaken our intelligence about understanding the Supreme Lord. And if we take 
up the process sincerely, with love, then Lord within will give you dictation: “You come 
this way, come this way, come this way.” Otherwise, not. The first condition is: tesam sata¬ 
ta-yuktanam. Therefore we are trying to engage all our disciples to be engaged twenty-four 
hours in devotional service. Then his life will be successful. That is our Krsna conscious¬ 
ness movement. Satata. Satata means always, constantly. Just like we are walking, but we are 
engaged in Krsna consciousness. Others are walking. They’re wasting time. But we are, we 
are walking, but, at the same time, we are engaged in Krsna consciousness. We are eating. 
We are engaged in Krsna consciousness. We are sleeping. We are engaged in Krsna con¬ 
sciousness. We are working... Always. Then Krsna will see: “Now he’s serious. Let him have 
some intelligence, how he can come back to home.” This is the process.” 

1974 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Morning Walk — January 5,1974, Los Angeles: 

“Prajapati: Everything looks brand new, looks very different. 

Prabhupada: Ah? 

Prajapati: This is the first time we’ve gone this direction, everything looks different, looks 
like a total different place. 

Prabhupada: (chuckles) This is material life. We are rounding sometimes this way, some¬ 
times that way, and we are thinking “new.” (devotees laugh) Ei rape brahmanda bhramite 
kona (CC Madhya 19-151). In this way you are wandering all over the universe. Find out 
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something new. But there is nothing new. Everything is old. (break) ...a living entity is 
offered change of the body. You see? When he becomes fatigued of this life, “It’s so trou¬ 
blesome”—old men generally think like that. So he has to change another, another new 
body, child. Since born he is taken care, he thinks “Now, I have got so comfortable life.” 
And again becomes old, disgusted, so he cannot live disgusting, therefore Krsna is so kind: 
“All right, change body again.” Punah punas carvita-carvananam (SB 7 . 5 . 30 ). Chewing the 
chewed. The business is the same, but changing body gives some relief. Just like these men, 
the business is they’re wasting time by changing, wasting time at home, come to the golf 
club. That’s all. The business is the same—wasting time, either here or there. Krsna is giv¬ 
ing so much facilities. Sometimes, “All right, you become tree.” “All right, some, become a 
serpent,” “All right, you become a demigod,” “All right, you become a human being,” “All 
right, you become king,” “You become a cobbler,” “You go to the heavenly planets,” “Go 
to the hellish planets.” Varieties is there. Krsna is so kind that He’s changing varieties, at¬ 
mosphere of life. But he’s packed up in this material world. That freedom... He’s asking for 
freedom, but he does not know the freedom is the shelter of Krsna. That he’ll not accept. 
Therefore Krsna has arranged so many varieties. In disgust the Mayavadls, they want to 
make the varieties variety-less, nirvisesa. And the Buddhists they want to make it zero. 

But that is also not possible. Remain zero for some time. Again he will want varieties. Big, 
big MayavadI sannyasi, they preach so much brahma satyam jagan mithya, but again they 
come to the political work, social work. Simply remain as brahma, “I am brahma,” you 
cannot remain for many days. Then he has to accept these material varieties. Variety is the 
mother of enjoyment, so therefore our proposition is “Come to the real variety, Krsna con¬ 
sciousness. Then your life will be successful.” 

Morning Walk -- January 23,1974, Hawaii: 

“Prabhupada: ...at least one verse of Bhagavata, every one of you, and try to understand 
scrutinizingly, life will be successful. At least one verse. 

Bali Mardana: Every day? 

Prabhupada: Every day. Why I am taking so much trouble? Everything enlightened.” 

Morning Walk -- March 30,1974, Bombay: 

“Prabhupada: ...That is the first thing, acaryopasanam. But these rascals, they do not do 
that. They have no acarya; still, they, write comment on Bhagavad-gita. You see? This is the 
rascaldom. Acaryopasanam. One must go... Acaryavan puruso veda. Unless one accepts 
acarya, he does not know anything. 

Dr. Patel: And then amanitvam adambhitvam... 

Prabhupada: First of all, try to understand one word please. One word, if you understand, 
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your life will be successful. Don’t go further. Acaryopasanam. This is the very important 
thing. 

Dr. Patel: Every, every word is important, Bhagavad-gita... Why one word? 

Prabhupada: Yes! So acarya, who is acarya? Then next question will be: who is acarya? 
Evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh (BG 4.2). Those who are coming, the 
acarya-sampradaya. Sri-sampradaya, Rudra-sampradaya, the four sampradayas. So un¬ 
less... Sampradaya vihina ye mantras te viphalah... Unless one comes to the acarya disciplic 
succession, whatever nonsense he speaks, it is all useless. This is the most important thing, 
acaryopasanam.” 

Room Conversation with Irish Poet, Desmond O’Grady — May 23, 

1974, Rome: 

“Prabhupada: You describe about God. You are expert in describing. So you just take this 

occupation, describing God. Then your life will be successful, and one who will hear you, 

his life will be successful. That is the injunction. 

idam hi pumsas tapasah srutasya va 

(svistasya) suktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh 

(avicyuto Ythah) kavibhir nirupito 

yad-uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam 

(SB 1.5.22) 

There are poets, there are scientists, there are religionists, philosophers, politician, so 
many other leaders of the society. Avicyuto rthah kavibhir nirupitah. To those who are 
expert, they are given this decision that the duty of all these men, avicyutah arthah, means 
the perfection of their occupational duty will be completely done when they are engaged, 
yad-uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam, when they are engaged in describing the glories of the 
Supreme Being. 

O’Grady: Well, in my experience, the process seems to be that while you begin... First of all, 
you, for some extraordinary reason, are chosen to do this. 

Prabhupada: And that choosing is given. This is this verse: avicyutah arthah: “Infallible 
choice is this, that let them describe the glories of the Lord.” This is infallible.” 

Room Conversation with Robert Gouiran, Nuclear Physicist from Eu¬ 
ropean Center for Nuclear Research — June 5,1974, Geneva: 

“Pusta-krsna: “One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities 
does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material world, but attains My 
eternal abode, O Arjuna.” 
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Prabhupada: Material body means again death. As soon as you accept this material body, 
either human body or cat’s body or dog’s body or tree’s body, it has end. Therefore it is said, 
tyaktva deham, if one becomes Krsna conscious, then, giving up this body, no more accept¬ 
ing any material body. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti (BG 4.9). “He comes to 
Me.” And that is the solution of all anxieties. So if you want to become anxietyless, there¬ 
fore we would advise you to become God conscious, always think of God, Krsna. Then 
your life will be successful. Sada samudvigna-dhiyam asad-grahat. Hitvatma-patam grham 
andha-kupam vanam gato yad dharim asrayeta (SB 7-5.5). This is the process, that so long 
we’ll be on the platform of material existence, we cannot avoid anxiety. That is not possible. 
Therefore it is the duty of everyone to give up this material world and take shelter of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. That will give us relief from all anxieties.” 

Morning Walk -- June 11,1974, Paris: 

“We have to see how much service we are going to give Krsna. This minority, majority, 
these are all material conception of life. If you can give major service to Krsna, that is your 
success of life. I started this movement alone, minority.” 

Room Conversation with Bhurijana dasa and Disciples -- July 1,1974, 
Melbourne: 

“Classless society is Krsna consciousness. “Eat Krsna-prasadam.” Everyone will like. That 
is classless: “Everyone chant Hare Krsna, everyone eat Krsna-prasadam.” Life is successful. 
Classless society on the spiritual platform, not on the material platform. That is not possi¬ 
ble.” 


1975 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Conversation with Indian Guests -- April 12,1975, Hyderabad: 

“Prabhupada: The rascal, befooled by his false ego, he is thinking, “I am everything. I am 
independent.” Those who are thinking like that, they have been described in the Bhaga- 
vad-gita, ahankara vimudhatma. The false ego is bewildered and thinking, “What I am 
thinking is all right.” No, you cannot think in your own way. Must think as Krsna says, 
then you are right. Otherwise, you are thinking under the spell of maya, that’s all. :Tribhir 
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gunamayair bhavair mohita, na ‘bhijanati mam ebhyah param avyayam. Mayadhyaksena 
prakrti suyate sa-caracaram (BG 9-10). These things are there. Read Bhagavad-gita thor¬ 
oughly, follow the rules and regulations, then your life will be successful. And so long you 
have got, this is also right, that is also right, then you will not do the right. You will all be 
misled. That’s all. That is not (indistinct). What Krsna says, that is right. That should be the 
(indistinct). Otherwise you will be misled. 

Morning Walk -- May 28, 1975, Honolulu: 

Guest (2): Can I ask you where you come from? 

Prabhupada: I have come from India. 

Guest ( 2 ): Oh, you came from India? Yeah? Oh. Which part? Ceylon? 

Prabhupada: No. I come from Bengal. 

Guest ( 2 ): Oh, Bengal, uh huh. 

Prabhupada: You have been in India? 

Guest ( 2 ): No. I often wanted to go, but I really never had a chance. 

Prabhupada: You can come. We have got very good place. You can stay there. We have got 
very good, nice building in Bombay in... 

Guest ( 2 ): Could be very interesting, you know? I wouldn’t mind going. But right now I 
can’t... 

Prabhupada: Try to understand the philosophy. Your life will be successful. Yes. 

Guest ( 2 ): Um hm. I’ve heard a lot about it. I’ve read in the books too. Some of those books 
I have. 

Prabhupada: Thank you.” 

Morning Walk — July 25,1975, Los Angeles: 

“Prabhupada: Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s order is yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa (CC 
Madhya 7-128). Don’t talk nonsense. Whomever you meet, if you want to become a leader 
and talk something, talk Krsna-katha, yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’..., what Krsna has said. 
Then satisfy your ambition to become a talker. Otherwise, you rascal, remain a talker only. 
You talk only; you get nothing. If you want to utilize your talking power, then talk what 
Krsna has instructed. Then your life will be successful. And if you talk foolishly, then you 
will be revealed as a rascal. :Tavac ca sobhate murkho yavat kincin na bhasate: “A rascal 
fool is so long beautiful as long he does not speak. As soon as he speaks, then he is revealed 
that he is a rascal.” So don’t talk this. :Tavac ca sobhate murkha. You can dress yourself, 
very nice gentleman. People will res...But as soon as you talk nonsense—”Oh, here is a 
rascal,” that’s all. That is going on. They are... In the name of scientist, philosopher, they are 
talking nonsense and exposing themselves that they are all rascals.” 
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1976 Conversations and Morning 

Walks 

Room Conversation — January 16,1976, Mayapur: 

“Prabhupada: Yes. (break) ...is in ignorance. Combination of matter and soul, moving 
animals. Some of them are standing as trees and plant, and some of them are moving. 
Where is the science to study? What is your value of knowledge? Hm? If they do not know 
the fundamental things, then what is the value of their knowledge? Simply observation, 
superficial, externally. There is good scope. They are receiving these books. We should 
take chance of preaching this Bhagavatam, and the classes should be held especially.... No, 
the religious classes are already there. Let them study Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita. And 
they will accept it. They are not fools. Simply we have to introduce it. The Western peo¬ 
ple, they are not fools, but misguided. So you take the charge of guiding them; then Krsna 
consciousness movement will be successful. They will appreciate, they will take it up and 
reform, and their life will be successful. And if they utilize their intelligence how to reduce 
population and kill child within the womb and “There is no soul in the womb. When they 
come out then the soul becomes”—what is this nonsense? Unless there is soul, how it be¬ 
comes manifest?” 


Morning Walk -- February 3,1976, Mayapura: 

“Bhavananda: You are giving one version of Bhagavad-gita, but there are so many versions. 
Prabhupada: If you can learn one, then your life will be successful for many thousand years. 
Hm? ::Kasmin tu bhagavo vijnate sarvam idam vijnatam bhavati. You simply understand 
one verse of Bhagavad-gita; then you understand everything. This is the meaning. Kasmin 
tu bhagavo vijnate sarvam idam vijnatam bhavati. (Bengali) 

Sudama: I remember once you said, Srila Prabhupada, that it took Arjuna less than for¬ 
ty-five minutes. He understood. But for us it is taking, for materialistic men... 

Prabhupada: Forty-five thousand years, (laughter) Who is therefore mudhas? Intelligent 
men can answer, understand everything, in a minute. And if he’s a fool, rascal, even for¬ 
ty-five thousand years he cannot understand. We are giving the best service to the whole 
world, trying to make them educated in Krsna consciousness.” 

Room Conversation — April 22,1976, Melbourne: 

“Prabhupada: The child can understand, “Now, two finger and two finger, it becomes four 
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finger.” In this way we have to learn it. Therefore there are so many books. It is for the hu¬ 
man being to learn. But if we simply remain civilized like cats and dog, then what is your 
advancement of civilization? There is no advancement. If you sit on this chair, and the 
others, they are sitting on the floor, sitting purpose is served. But if you say, “Sitting on the 
chair is civilized, and that is uncivilized,” that is mental concoction. You have to serve your 
purpose. If by sitting on the floor you can understand what you are, that is civilization. And 
without understanding yourself, if you waste your time for manufacturing a chair, that is 
cats’ and dogs’ civilization. So that is going on. They are busy in manufacturing chairs, how 
to sit comfortably, without any knowledge that what is the value of life and what is life. 

This is going on. They are thinking that constructing big, big skyscraper building and mo¬ 
torcars and high roads and so many, so many, unnecessary things, that is advancement of 
civilization. No. Advancement of civilization is there when you know what you are. That is 
advancement of.... You can.... There is no prohibition. The materialistic way of civilization, 
constructing big, big house, there is no.... You don’t stop it, but if you forget yourself—you 
do not know what you are—then it is wasting time because the human life is specially 
meant for understanding “What I am?” The cats and dogs, they cannot do. Therefore this 
Krsna consciousness movement, to enlighten people actually what he is, what is the aim 
of life and how his life will be successful, how at the present moment he is living, how he is 
spoiling his valuable life. These are the subject matter dealt in these books.” 

Garden Conversation -- June 9,1976, Los Angeles: 

“Prabhupada: Now, if He is ordering to become His devotee, how can I try to become an¬ 
other God, competitor? This is the folly, and for this we are suffering. He asked him, “You 
become My devotee.” And I want to become another God, competitor. And therefore we 
are suffering. We cannot become another God. That is not possible. But artificially you are 
trying. Therefore you are suffering. Anything you try artificially, you’ll suffer. If you try 
for a thing artificially, then what is the result? Result will be suffering and disappointment. 
Therefore sastra says, tasyaiva hetoh prayeteta kovidah. Don’t try for such things... You 
have tried all through in different forms of life. You have failed. So don’t try for that. But try 
to become servant of God. Then your life will be successful. Because in the material world 
the endeavor is how to become God in different varieties: how to become president, how 
to become minister, how to become master, how to become very strong man, very wealthy 
man, very beautiful man, so on, so on, so on, up to—when everything fails—then how 
to become God. When everything fails, then, ultimately, “Now I shall become God.” The 
same disease is there, how to become big, now the biggest. And that is the same disease in a 
different form.” 
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Morning Walk — June 17,1976, Toronto: 

“Indian: How important is the association with the devotees? 

Prabhupada: Yes. :Satam prasangan mama virya-sarhvido bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah 
kathah (SB 3.25.25). Therefore sadhu-sanga wanted. Association of devotees. That is want¬ 
ed. Then our life will be successful. Not mysticism. 

Satsvarupa: Srila Prabhupada, I think Bhakta Gene wants to know if you recognize that 
there are any great devotees in that Christian tradition. Do we recognize that any of those 
Christian saints were great devotees? Did they develop love of God? Or what’s the compar¬ 
ison? 

Prabhupada: I do not know, I have not studied Christianity. But if anyone has developed 
love, that is perfection. So there is not question of my knowing or not knowing. If actually 
one has developed love for God, he’s perfect. That’s all. 

Bhakta Gene: This is what prompted me to ask my first question, Your Grace. What has 
brought me here has been my search... 

Prabhupada: No, it is God’s desire that you are sincere, you have come. Now utilize the 
association and the opportunity, your life will be successful. We have got enough books to 
convince you about this science. So you read it. 

Bhakta Gene: I am convinced. 

Prabhupada: Yes. Why one should be after mysticism? What is the benefit? 

Bhakta Gene: It was the mystics that brought me here. This was the thing. It was their love 
of God... 

Prabhupada: Where is mystic? We don’t show any mystic. 

Bhakta Gene: No. The term, we’re having trouble with the term. The term “mystic” was 
applied to transcendentalists within the church to show a difference between them and the 
traditionalists. The traditionalists were those who paid attention to the script. 

Prabhupada: What do you mean by traditionalist? 

Bhakta Gene: The traditionalists are strictly the old Roman Catholic traditionalists. 
Prabhupada: No, apart from Roman or, what do you mean by traditionalist? 

Bhakta Gene: Those who abided by tradition rather than the scriptures. 

Prabhupada: Oh, scripture, they have no respect for scripture? 

Bhakta Gene: Well, they had respect for scriptures, but they had more respect for tradition. 
Ritualistic laws. 

Prabhupada: What is the tradition? 

Satsvarupa: The way the church would apply the ritual rather than actually trying to... 
Prabhupada: But that is required. That is required. Just like we are worshiping the De¬ 
ity. This is traditional. From time immemorial. So how you can reject? This is the way. 
:Sravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam (SB 7-5.23). That is bhakti way. 


Make your life successful 


98 with quotes by Srila Prabhupada 


The North-Eastern Ocean 99 1976ConversationsandMorningWalks 

Bhakta Gene: But so much of the tradition within the Roman Church has no reference to 
any scripture. 

Prabhupada: No, no, that has not been properly done. Otherwise, just like here, we have got 
temple, regulative principle. If it is done properly, the result will be there. If it is improperly 
done, then there is no result. How these boys, European, American, they never knew what 
is Krsna. But on account of this following the traditionalism, they are becoming devotees. It 
is practical, you can see. Simply theoretical knowledge will not do. Must be practical. That 
is traditionalism. Tat-tat-karma-pravartanat. That is the Nectar of Instruction. Tat-tat-kar¬ 
ma-pravartanat. This is traditional. One has to follow the traditional rules and regulations. 
:Utsahan niscayad dhairyat tat-tat-karma-pravartanat (Upadesamrta 3). First of all one 
must be enthusiastic: “I shall become devotee.” Then, utsahan dhairyat, with patience. Then 
niscayat, with conviction: “Yes, I am following the rules and it will be successful.” And 
tat-tat-karma-pravartanat. You have to follow the traditional rules and regulations. Sato 
vrtteh, you must be honest. Sadhu-sanga (CC Madhya 22.83). And these things in the asso¬ 
ciation of devotees. Sadbhir bhaktih prasidhyati. Then your bhakti, devotional life will be 
successful. 

Evening Darsana — July 11,1976, New York: 

“Prabhupada: Krsna is the Supreme Lord, the supreme authority; His instruction is final, 
and anyone who can understand this, his life is successful. Therefore our request is that 
don’t make unnecessary useless interpretation. You take Bhagavad-glta as it is and act 
accordingly, your life will be successful. This is our mission. That is Krsna consciousness 
movement. But if you cannot understand Bhagavad-glta, we can try to explain before you 
what it is. Hare Krsna. (guests coming in or leaving)” 

Conversation at House of Ksirodakasayi dasa — July 25,1976, London: 

“Prabhupada: 
daivl hy esa gunamayl 
mama maya duratyaya 
mam eva ye prapadyante 
mayam etam taranti te 
(BG 7.14) 

If you actually want to be not to be controlled by the laws of material nature, that you can 
do. That is possible. And that is possible simply by understanding Krsna. So we are present¬ 
ing this philosophy of Krsna consciousness. It is not a manufactured thing. We are quot¬ 
ing from Bhagavad-glta the same thing. We are not presenting something manufactured. 
There is no need, because things in perfection is already there in the Bhagavad-glta. There 
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is no need of manufacturing by fools and rascals. There is no need. Everything is there in 
perfection. Simply we have to accept it and apply it in practical life. Then our life will be 
successful. Simply we have to understand it. Krsna says that :janma karma ca me divyarh yo 
janati tattvatah (BG 4.9). Simply to understand Krsna as He is... Then janati tattvatah, any¬ 
one who is able to understand Krsna in truth, then what is the result? The result is :tyaktva 
deham punar janma naiti mam eti kaunteya: (BG 4.9) “Such person, after giving up this 
body, he does not accept another material body.” At the present moment we are giving up 
one material body and accepting another material body. :Tatha dehantara-praptir dhlras 
tatra na muhyati (BG 2.13). This is our conditional life, but we are kept in such dense dark¬ 
ness of knowledge that we are thinking that “We are free. We can do whatever we like.” 

This is very dangerous civilization—no knowledge of the spiritual life, no knowledge how 
the soul is transmigrating from one body to another, no knowledge what is the future, no 
knowledge what is the goal of life. Simply like cats and dogs you dance, eat, drink, be merry 
and die, that’s all. This is not good life. You must be very serious, especially those who are 
Indians. They should take it very seriously. Because this Krsna culture, Bhagavad-gita, was 
spoken in the Battlefield of Kuruksetra in India, and if we Indians, we do not take full ad¬ 
vantage of this great transcendental knowledge, then you are committing suicide. 

So my request is, all the Indians who are here in this foreign country, keep your own origi¬ 
nal culture. Don’t forget. Don’t be bewildered. Be in your position.” 

Room Conversation — July 31,1976, New Mayapur (French farm): 

“Prabhupada: Vasan danto guror hitam. The beginning of life is how to become cent per¬ 
cent obedient to guru. That is Gurukula. That training should be given. The whole pro¬ 
cess is that our life will be successful when we strictly follow guru and Krsna. Guru means 
Krsna; Krsna means guru. Not Mayavada, but guru means one who follows Krsna, he is 
guru. :Saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih **. So guru is 
directly God, saksad-hari. Saksad means directly. So saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair 
uktas **, in every sastra it is said the guru is one, Krsna. So, it is stated in the sastra and it is 
accepted by authorities. Not that it is simply stated. Samasta-sastrair, uktas.” 

Evening Darsana — August 11,1976, Tehran: 

“We are simply calculating loss and gain. Just imagine what is the loss by misusing this hu¬ 
man form of... If you want to spoil this life under the influence of misleaders, you can do it. 
But if we prefer to take the sense of following leadership of Krsna, then our life is success¬ 
ful.” 
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Garden Conversation — October 14,1976, Chandigarh: 

“Prabhupada: Krsna also says, :acaryam mam vijaniyat. Acaryam mam vijaniyan na- 
vamanyeta karhicit (SB 11 .17.27). Acarya and Krsna-identical. Who is acarya? Who speaks 
on behalf of Krsna, he is acarya. Acarya means one who speaks on behalf of Krsna. That is 
acarya. 

Indian man (4): Because Krsna never wrote any book... 

Prabhupada: He spoke. 

Indian man (4): ...therefore we have to depend upon His... 

Prabhupada: No, no. Krsna did not write, but Krsna spoke. If you speak and if I note down 
and write, what is the difference? Because you did not see, therefore it is not good? He 
spoke and I note down, er, you note down. Then it is as good. Krsna was speaking, and 
Sanjaya was noting, and that was written by Vyasadeva in the Mahabharata. So what is the 
difference? 

Indian man (4): That is one disclosure. That is one only Bhagavad-glta. 

Prabhupada: That is sufficient. First of all, you understand few lines of Bhagavad-glta; then 
jump over other. About this only, one line, :tatha dehantara-praptir dhiras tatra na muhyati 
(BG 2.13), if you simply understand this one line, your life will be successful.” 

Morning Walk -- December 5,1976, Hyderabad: 

“Prabhupada: :Krsna says, sarva-loka-mahesvaram: (BG 5 . 29 ) “I am the proprietor of all 
the lokas.” And each loka... Suppose this loka, earthly planet. There are hundreds of gold 
mines. Why you are captivated with the chataka gold? Why don’t you be captivated by the 
person who has millions of gold mines by His wish? So we are poor; therefore we are capti¬ 
vated by poor magician. If we are intelligent, then we should be captivated by Krsna’s mag¬ 
ic. That is intelligence. But we are poor; we are captivated by poor magic. That’s all. Don’t 
be poor. :Mudho nabhijanati mam ebhyah param avyayam. Don’t remain mudhas. Try to 
understand Krsna. Then your life will be successful. That is Krsna knowledge. :Janma kar¬ 
ma ca me divyam yo janati tattvatah (BG 4 - 9 ). Anyone who understands Krsna’s activities, 
then he becomes liberated. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti (BG 4 . 9 ). Why don’t 
you use your valuable time for understand Krsna? Why you are captured by the poor rascal 
magicians? That means we are unfortunate. If we become captivated by tiny magician, that 
means we are unfortunate. Be captivated by the magic Krsna has shown. That is the point.” 


1977 Conversations and Morning 
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Morning Darsana and Room Conversation Ramkrishna Bajaj and 
friends — January 9,1977, Bombay: 

“Prabhupada: It is... You... You have been taught that Krsna is an ordinary person, may¬ 
be little more in knowledge. That you are taking like that. Kupa-manduka-nyaya. Ku- 
pa-manda, the toad in the well, he is informed, “Oh, I have seen one Atlantic Ocean.” So 
he is thinking “Atlantic Ocean may be.... This well is three feet. It may be four feet. Or 
five. Come on, ten.” These rascals are thinking like that—avajananti mam mudha (BG 
9.11)—that “Krsna may be more intelligent by one feet or two feet. Let us compromise-ten 
feet.” This is going on. And Krsna says, mattah paratararn nanyat: (BG 7-7) “I am the Su¬ 
preme.” They won’t believe. They’ll manufacture their ideas. This is going on. Aham adir 
hi devanam (Bg 10.2). They won’t believe that. And still, they’ll declare, “I am student 
of Bhagavad-gita.” They won’t believe a word of Krsna, and they’ll say, “I am student of 
Bhagavad-gita.” This is going on. This is our position. In India everyone says, “I have read 
Bhagavad-gita three hundred times,” but he does not know even a word. So this should be 
stopped. If we want to advance actually, you take every word of Bhagavad-gita and try to 
apply in life. Then everyone will be happy. That is a fact. The instruction is there. There is 
no difficulty to understand. There is no question of interpretation. Simply take it as it is and 
try to apply it in life—you’ll be happy. And your human life will be successful. :Tyaktva 
deham punar janma naiti (BG 4.9). Up to this human form of life, we have passed through 
so many evolutionary process, but if you understand Krsna, then, after leaving this body, 
no more material body, 
janma karma ca divyam 
me yo janati tattvatah 
tyaktva deham punar janma 
naiti mam eti... 

(BG 4-9) 

And that is success. If you simply study Krsna, then your life is successful.” 

Evening Conversation — January 25,1977, Puri: 

“Prabhupada: They simply wasted their time. :Srama eva hi kevalam (SB 1.2.8). Simply 
wasting time. Therefore this is the best service, to revive Krsna consciousness for the hu¬ 
man society and send them back home, back to Godhead. This is the best service. 
Gargamuni: And if anybody helps us, then he is also greatly benefited. 

Prabhupada: He is also... He becomes recognized by the master. “Oh, he is trying for this, 
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what I want.” Naturally he becomes immediately recognized, although he has no qualifi¬ 
cation. If he tries. Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu... :Yare dekha tare kaha ‘krsna’-upa- 
desa: (CC Madhya 7-128) “You become guru. No qualification required. Simply you repeat 
what Krsna has said.” Just see how simplified. Don’t talk anything nonsense. :Yare dekha 
tare kaha ‘krsna-bas. So who cannot do it? Anyone can do it, even a child, (laughs) Our 
Syamasundara’s daughter. She was preaching, “Do you know Krsna?” They said, “No I have 
got no...” “The Supreme Personality.” This is preaching, simply if you say that “Krsna is the 
Supreme Personality, supreme controller. Just be obedient to Him.” Where is the difficulty? 
Anyone can preach. Chant Hare Krsna. Bas. Three words: Krsna is the Supreme Person¬ 
ality of Godhead; surrender unto Him; and chant Hare Krsna. Your life will be successful. 
What is the difficulty in preaching these three words? Hm? Is there any difficulty? Even a 
child like Sarasvati, she can preach. Then what to speak of others? Those who are educat¬ 
ed, grown-up, advanced, they can put the matter more nicely, more convincingly, more 
philosophically. That is another thing. But these three words, that “Krsna is the Supreme 
Lord; you are servant; and chant Hare Krsna”—bas, preaching complete. Very simple thing 
and the sublime instruction. Everyone can become guru by simply teaching these three 
words. Not sophisticated, but he must also understand not blindly. :Bharata-bhumite haila 
manusya-janma yara, janma sarthaka kari (CC Adi 9-4l)’. He must also understand these 
three words perfectly. Then wherever he speaks, he’ll be successful. Not that “For you I am 
speaking. I can do everything independently.” No. I am also servant of Krsna. Realized. 

This is realization.” 


Evening Conversation — January 25,1977, Puri: 

“Gargamuni: I met one professor in Lucknow University. For his own self he purchased all 
of your books. And I asked him, “Can you help us to meet more professors in Lucknow 
University who also can take?” He said, “They are all debauch.” 

Prabhupada: Yes. 

Gargamuni: “They are in the bar.” He says they all go to the hotel. They get paid high salary. 
They go to the hotel, they drink and they have prostitute. He told me this. 

Prabhupada: Just see. 

Gargamuni: I said, “Just see.” And these are so-called big professors. 

Prabhupada: Yes. 

Gargamuni: Authors of books. He said, “They will not purchase. But I think these are valu¬ 
able. Therefore I am purchasing.” He told me this. 

Prabhupada: This is the fact. 

Gargamuni: So all of these men are nonsense. But people accept their... 

Prabhupada: So we have no business to print other books of Gosvaml literature. 
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Satsvarupa: To cater to them. 

Prabhupada: That is not required. 

Gargamuni: They won’t follow, anyway. 

Prabhupada: These two books, Bhagavata and Bhagavad-gita, if they actually read and 
assimilate, their life will be successful. So we want to organize widespread publicity of these 
books. They’ll be benefited.” 

Room Conversation — April 5,1977, Bombay: 

“Tamala Krsna: “Wonderful Krsna.” 

Prabhupada: Yes. If simply they appreciate that Krsna is wonderful, their life will be suc¬ 
cessful. This very simple thing. A child can do it. Krsna is wonderful, there is no doubt. 

Let them admit only. They will be pushed forward in Krsna consciousness. I’ll request only 
these big, big men that maintain this institution to attract intelligent persons from all over 
the world. And you do all nonsense, whatever you like, but maintain this. And if possible, 
after retirement come and do practical something. What is this nonsense? Andha yathand- 
hair upa... What he will do? They are promising so many rascal things. What you will do? 
What you have got? Indira promised so many things. Bluffed. What she can do? Now she 
is, herself, Indira Gandhi. :Te pisa-tantryam uru-damni baddhah. Isa-trantryam uru-dam- 
ni baddhah. They want to do something.” 


2nd wave: 

Correspondence 
1966 Correspondence 

Letter to Sripad Narayana Maharaja written from New York, August 21, 
1966 : 

“They are also practicing sadacara, leaving all bad habits. Also, they are taking Mahapra- 
bhu’s mahaprasada. By doing this their lives are becoming successful (danyati dhanya). 
When they do kirtana, dancing with their arms upraised, I remember Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura’s predictions and become so pleased. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura wrote very hope¬ 
fully, “When will that day come when white people, that is Europeans and Americans, join 
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with all others and loudly sing Mahaprabhu’s kirtana.” So I can see that that day has come. 


1967 Correspondence 

Letter to Murari — Vrindaban 3 August, 1967 : 

“I am so glad you are playing music for Krishna. It is a great service of your talent. Anyone’s 
special talent should be engaged in the service of the Lord, and thereby becomes successful 
in his life.’” 


Letter to Subala — San Francisco 16 December, 1967 : 

“Both you and Srimati Krishna devi are sincere workers for Krishna Consciousness and as 
such Krishna will never put you in difficulty, rest assured. Don’t be discouraged. Sit down 
tightly husband and wife. If nobody comes to hear, please chant and hear yourself. Success 
or failure does not matter. On the Absolute world there is no such relativities as a success 
and failure. The one thing in the Absolute world is to serve Krishna. Don’t care for the re¬ 
sult. Krishna must know that we are working very seriously and that is our success of life.” 

1968 Correspondence 

Letter to Krishna devi written from Los Angeles, January 26, 1968 : 

“Mistakes there may be in our life, but if we stick to Krsna Consciousness, Krsna will surely 
put us on the right path. Your husband Sriman Subala das is living with me very peaceful¬ 
ly, and he is carving Radha and Krsna, from hard wood. So this life of material existence is 
just like hard wood and if we can carve Krsna out of it, that is the success of our life.” 

Letter to Hamsaduta — Los Angeles 4 February, 1968 : 

“I thank you very much for your letter dated January 1, 1968 ; and I am so proud to have 
such spiritual sons and daughters like you, who are so humble in their dealings but who are 
so high in their spiritual understanding. Lord Caitanya instructed us to be more humble 
than the grass on the street, and more tolerant than the trees, and to offer all respects to all, 
demanding no respect for ourselves. All these nice qualifications make one worthy to chant 
Hare Krishna. Just try to follow these principles and keep staunch faith in Krishna and in 
Spiritual Master, and your life will be successful without any doubt.” 
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Letter to Boys and Girls written from New York, April 21, 1968 : 

“Everyone of us had to pass through many millions of years in the chain of evolutionary 
process from aquatic to plant life, from plant to reptile life, then to the species of birds, 
beasts, uncivilized human beings and now this is the golden opportunity with these nice 
American bodies. You have high intelligence, opulences, birth in the families of the rich 
nation. Use this opportunity for making life successful and go back to Krishna, back to 
Home.” 


Letter to Jadurani — Montreal 20 June, 1968 : 

“Everyone who is in Krishna Consciousness can know Krishna is with him. Others do not 
know. In the Bhagavad-gita, Krishna says that I am the Supersoul everywhere. So Krishna 
is so kind that He is always with us as Friend; if we can learn to treat Him with our friend¬ 
ly love and affection the reciprocation is permanent, and that is the highest success of our 
human form of life. I shall be glad to hear from you at your convenience. And chant always 
joyfully Hare Krishna. Thank you very much. Hoping you are well.” 

Letter to Christopher — Montreal 13 July, 1968 : 

“So, I would advise you not to waste your time in such hodge-podge society, but follow the 
principles rigidly, and faithfully, and your life will be successful. You say that you do not 
really know enough about what they are following, because you have not assimilated the 
philosophy. But if you take the philosophy seriously, certainly you will be able to convince 
others.” 

Letter to Nathan Baruch written from Montreal August 07,1968: 

“Your letter is very encouraging, and I think in future your enthusiasm and energy can 
very suitably be engaged in the transcendental loving service of Krishna. Everyone of us 
has got a certain amount of good energy derived from Krishna, and when that energy is 
employed under the expert direction of Spiritual Master, one’s life becomes successful. That 
is the secret of Krishna Consciousness.” 


Letter to Tamala Krsna — Montreal 19 August, 1968 : 

“I am glad to see in your letter indication that within very short time, you have been en¬ 
trapped by Lord Krishna’s Grace and you have expressed your transcendental feelings in 
such a nice way, that I cannot but admire your capacity to grasp so quickly about the whole 
philosophy and I must pray to Lord Krishna for your more and more advancement in 
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Krishna Consciousness, and be happy and successful even within this very life. That is my 
ardent desire.” 


Letter to John Darsinos — Los Angeles 23 November, 1968: 

“I have read your letter (undated) and am very pleased that you are appreciating this move¬ 
ment of Krishna Consciousness. Please continue this attitude of appreciation for Krishna’s 
mercy and your life will be successful with no doubt.” 

1969 Correspondence 

Letter to Anuradha — Los Angeles 19 January, 1969 : 

“I am so glad to learn that you and_are well and comfortable in San Francisco. I think 

that your child is very nice, and Krishna has given him a great opportunity to perfect him¬ 
self in spiritual life because He has placed him under the care of a mother who is a sincere 
devotee. Try to help him grow up peacefully in Krishna Consciousness, and Krishna will 
certainly smile upon you for your efforts. I am well aware that you are a good, sincere soul, 
so continue in this way and surely your life will be successful.” 

Lecture Excerpt — Los Angeles, February 9,1969: 

“Nobody is independent. It is not possible to become independent. It is simply false pride, 
independent. So don’t try to become independent. Please try to become dependent on 
Krsna. That will make your life successful.” 

Letter to Sivananda — Hawaii 9 March, 1969 : 

“Take it from me that I am always praying to Lord Krishna for your success in Krishna 
Consciousness movement. You’re very sincere devotee and if you simply stick to the prin¬ 
ciples, success is sure for your life. Krishna’s Mercy is always bestowed upon one who is 
sincerely serving Him.” 

Letter to Jayagovinda — Hawaii 30 March, 1969 : 

“As far as possible, we should everyone of us try to work as hard as possible for Krishna’s 
satisfaction. This material body can be adjusted with practice. If we adjust these bodily 
activities towards Krishna’s side, then the labor is fruitful, but if we adjust towards maya’s 
side, then the labor is useless. A little labor done for Krishna is never lost. But the greatest 
labor done for Maya is simply waste of time. So I think by the Grace of Krishna you are 
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feeling nice now. Please try to work hard for Krishna, and your life will be glorious.” 

Letter to Brahmananda — Allston, Mass 6 May, 1969: 

“The temple is an ideal institution, and people should come to learn, because if they can 
make every house like our temples, then their lives will surely be successful.” 

Letter to Labangalatika — Los Angeles 24 June, 1969 : 

“I am just looking over the letter that you had given to me in New Vrindaban, so I shall 
reply to it herewith. You are a very good girl, and I have seen with pleasure your advance¬ 
ment in Krishna Consciousness. It appears that in your previous life you had cultured 
this knowledge, and on account of your pious life, you have got a very good son who is 
developing in Krishna Consciousness. So New Vrindaban is the right place for you now, 
simultaneously to advance in Krishna Consciousness and to take care of your boy directly 
in your presence. I have advised Kirtanananda Maharaja that girls who are living in New 
Vrindaban should be engaged in the following activities; l) taking care of the children, 2) 
cleaning the temple, kitchen, etc. 3) cooking, and 4 ) churning butter. So for the time being, 
you remain in New Vrindaban, follow the principles carefully, and I am sure that your life 
will be successful.” 

Letter to Vamanadeva written from Los Angeles, June 27 , 1969 : 

“I thank you very much for the nice sentiments you have expressed in your letter, and if 
continue to develop such feelings and engage all of your energy in the service of the Lord, 
then surely you will come out successful in perfecting your life in Krishna Consciousness.” 


Letter to Dayananda written from London, November 13,1969: 

“We should always be careful that we are serving Krishna, and we shall do nothing which 
may displease Him. Than our life is successful. According to Srimad-Bhagavatam, our life, 
our wealth, our intelligence, and our speech should all be engaged in Krishna’s service, and 
that is the criterion of perfection in human life.” 

Letter to Krsna dasa — Boston 25 December, 1969 : 

“Now the Krishna Consciousness Movement is given to you, some selected European and 
American boys and girls. Please try to maintain it heart and soul with faith in Krishna, and 
your life will be successful. I am an old man and I may shift away from the scene at any 
moment; but I am very much hopeful of my disciples who are so sincerely helping me. This 
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movement is greatly needed for the human society, so we are not working like any political 
party, but we are trying to execute the Will of the Supreme Lord.” 

1970 Correspondence 

Letter to Mandali Bhadra — Los Angeles 3 February, 1970: 

“Krishna’s causeless Mercy is always there. If we take up that causeless Mercy a little seri¬ 
ously than further causeless Mercies are bestowed one after another unceasingly. Krishna is 
more anxious to bestow His benediction upon us than we are ready to take it. If we there¬ 
fore sincerely engage our selves in Krishna Consciousness activities, certainly we will ad¬ 
vance more and more by the causeless Mercy of the Lord. So by the Grace of the Lord you 
have got a very nice engagement. Try to execute this with all attention and then certainly 
you will feel transcendental bliss and your life will be successful without waiting for the 
next.” 


Letter to Sriman Murthy — Los Angeles 22 May, 1970: 

“Either you take your birth as a human being or as an animal, there is a set of parents. But 
Krsna is available in the human form of body, so Krsna is more important than the parents. 
So do not miss the opportunity of your present human form of body. Try to understand 
Krsna, and make you life successful.” 

Letter to Makhanlal — Los Angeles 3 June, 1970: 

“You are all helping me in the execution of my mission so please do not try to do anything 
beyond the jurisdiction of my instructions. My will I have already disclosed to you all that 
each and every one of you should chant the Mahamantra regularly in sixteen rounds, fol¬ 
low the four regulative principles, chant Hare Krsna mantra on the streets, try to distribute 
our books and literature, and specifically in San Francisco you should observe the annu¬ 
al Ratha Yatra festival very gorgeously. I can assure you that if you follow my instruction 
as above mentioned there is no doubt about it that through me my spiritual Master Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura will be pleased, and through His mercy Lord Nityanan- 
da will be pleased. In this way Lord Caitanya and ultimately Radha Krsna will be pleased, 
and thus your life will be successful.” 

1971 Correspondence 

1970 Correspondence 
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Letter to Cidananda written from Nairobi, September 28,1971: 

“You should take it that your hospitalization is an opportunity of chanting Hare Krishna 
mantra 24 hours. After all we are not this body so bodily disorders cannot hamper our 
advancement in Krishna Consciousness. So long the tongue is active we can chant. Even if 
the tongue is not active we can think of Krishna. Someway or other if we can keep in touch 
with Krishna that is our success of life.” 

1972 Correspondence 

Letter to Gaura Sakti — Los Angeles 22 August, 1972: 

“I am in due receipt of your letter dated July 22, 1972 requesting initiation, and upon the 
recommendation of Madhudvisa Swami, I have gladly consented to give you Gayatri man¬ 
tra. This second initiation is very, very serious business, and you must become very strong 
and firmly situated in devotional service, and stick rigidly to chanting at least 16 rounds 
daily, without fail, and following the regulative principles without any deviation. This 
things will insure that you will be protected from Maya, and that yourlife will be successful 
and in the end you will go back to home, back to Godhead.” 

1973 Correspondence 

Letter to Sukadeva — Calcutta 17 4 March, 1973: 

“Krsna has given everyone something extraordinary and to serve Krsna with one’s extraor¬ 
dinary talent means successful life.” 


Letter to Kurusrestha — Bombay 16 October, 1973: 

“Regarding your Sankirtana, yes, if anyone chants, tries to follow the rules and regulations, 
and reads our books, he’ll be successful in his life.” 

1974 Correspondence 
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Letter to Caitya-guru — Vrindaban 7 February, 1974: 

“Be steady in Krsna Consciousness and do your duty so you may be blessed by Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu and Krsna and make your life successful.” 

Letter to Sudama Vipra — Mathura 10 August, 1974: 

“My advice to you is that whatever instruction you have received from me, just try to fol¬ 
low to your best. You must keep your sannyasa stage, because you have taken it from me. 
Wherever you go, try to follow the regulations, and Krsna will bless you. If Krsna blesses 
you, your life will be successful.” 

Letter to Bhurijana — Vrindaban 17 August, 1974: 

“I get great pleasure when I see my own disciples from America going to far off places leav¬ 
ing their rich nation with all facilities and their families, to preach. The secret of success in 
spiritual life is to satisfy one’s spiritual master.” 

Letter to Nrhari — Bombay 22 November, 1974: 

“I am in due reciept of your letter dated September 27 th, 1974 from San Diego. I have also 
received the photograph of your new son Mahaprabhu Das and he appears to be very nice 
so keep him carefully and raise him in Krishna Consciousness and your life will be success¬ 
ful.” 


Letter to Navayogendra written from Bombay, December 10,1974: 

“You are a experienced preacher and this is to your eternal credit. If we can do something 
even a little thing, in the service of Krishna in this life, then it is considered that this life is a 
success.” 


1975 Correspondence 

Letter to Taitreya written from Honolulu, June 19,1975: 

“Fortunately you have got a very good husband, and you are also a very good wife. So, live 
co-operatively and help him in writing essays which he has done very nicely. In this way, 
both of you will be happy and successful in life.” 

Room Conversation — July 31,1975, New Orleans: 

“Either brahmana, either ksatriya, either vaisya or sudra. Nobody should become idle and 
gossiping, and sleeping, then utilize... This should be principle. Everyone should be en- 
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gaged in Krsna consciousness, then life is successful. And self-sufficient. If we have got 
spoiling living program, these are necessities.” 

Letter to Deoji Punja — Bombay 4 November, 1975: 

“Simply by depending on the mercy of the Lord and carrying out the order of the spiritual 
master, ones success in spiritual life is guaranteed. I thank you for your endeavor.” 

Letter to Satsvarupa — Bombay 20 November, 1975: 

“Regarding Denver, why are they doing business? This creates a bad atmosphere. We shall 
only do one business and that is book-selling. That’s all. As soon as you become karmis 
after business, then spiritual life becomes damaged. This business should not be encour¬ 
aged any more. Doing business and not sankirtana, this is not at all good. :Visaya chadiya 
kabe suddha ha’be mana/ kabe hama herabo sri-vrndavana. “When the mind is completely 
purified, being freed from material anxieties and desires, then I shall be able to understand 
Vrndavana and the conjugal love of Radha and Krsna, and then my spiritual life will be 
successful.” One has to engage himself in devotional service, giving up the engagement of 
manufacturing pounds, shilling, pence. Sankirtana is very good, but grhasthas under con¬ 
dition can do other business, only if they give at least 50%, but sankirtana is the best busi¬ 
ness. 


1976 Correspondence 

Room Conversation — January 16,1976, Mayapur: 

“Let them study Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita. And they will accept it. They are not fools. 
Simply we have to introduce it. The Western people, they are not fools, but misguided. So 
you take the charge of guiding them; then Krsna consciousness movement will be success¬ 
ful. They will appreciate, they will take it up and reform, and their life will be successful.” 

Room Conversation — April 27,1976, Auckland, New Zealand: 

“Eating, sleeping, mating and defense. This is going on. But everything can be used prop¬ 
erly for peaceful condition, and when you become peaceful, no disturbance, then you can 
very happily chant Hare Krsna and your life becomes successful. This is our program. We 
don’t want to stop anything. How it can be stopped?” 

Letter to Nitai — New York 8 July, 1976: 
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“Continue with your program in the temple. It is a good program and it sounds that you 
are doing very nice! You may begin translations of Brhad-Bhagavatamrtam, and La- 
ghu-Bhagavatamrtam as requested. 

So you stick to Vrindaban some how or another. Use the security rooms below the Deities 
and look after it nicely and I will give you silver plates for the Deities on hearing from you 
assurance that they will be properly cared for. Previously I haven’t introduced because of 
insecurity. Yes, be attached to the Deity and your life will be successful.” 

Room Conversation With French Commander — August 3,1976, New 
Mayapur (French farm): 

“We have to follow Krsna alone. Not all these rascals, silly jackals. Then our life is success¬ 
ful. Krsna can give you all guidance. In all respective necessities of life, there is everything 
complete. We haven’t got to follow the silly jackals. So here is a nice place, you stay here 
and forget the silly jackals and take to Krsna alone or His devotees. Then you can start 
very nicely a center anywhere. That is the duty of everyone. We should open hundreds and 
thousands of centers all over the world. But one who is going to open, he must be first of all 
trained up.” 

Room Conversation — November 11,1976, Vrndavana: 

“Nobody will live. Don’t be anxiety. That’s all. Anyone who has come to this material world 
will die. One is going to die today; another is going to die tomorrow. It is a question of first 
and second, but everyone will die. So before death one should be complete in Krsna con¬ 
sciousness. That is success of life. The tree is standing for thousands of years. So what is the 
use of living like that? A tree cannot chant Hare Krsna but lives for thousands of years. Do 
you think that kind of living is very worthy, standing in one place, cannot move even, and 
what to speak of chanting? So you have got the chance to chant Hare Krsna. Utilize that. 
Don’t be anxious that “I am going to die.” Who is going to live? Why don’t you understand 
that? Nobody is going to live. So before death one should be complete in Krsna conscious¬ 
ness. That is success.” 


1977 Correspondence 

Room Conversation with Mr. Myer — July 2,1977, Vrndavana: 

“This should be the motto, how we engage our life, our money, our intelligence, our words, 
to improve Krsna consciousness. That is success. Varnasrama-vibhagasah samsiddhir hari- 
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tosanam (SB 1 . 2 . 13 )” 

Room Conversation — October 8,1977, Vrndavana: 

“That is my desire. Don’t waste time for bodily comforts. You have got this body. You have 
to eat something. You have to cover yourself. So produce your own food and produce your 
own cloth. Don’t waste time for luxury, and chant Hare Krsna. This is success of life. In 
this way organize as far as possible, either in Ceylon or in Czechoslovakia, wherever... Save 
time. Chant Hare Krsna. Don’t be allured by the machine civilization.” 

Thus Ends Damodara Svarupa’s archives of Srila Prabhupada’s quotes on how to make 
your life successful from ‘Srila Prabhupada ’s Conversations, Morning Walks, Letters & 
Correspondence\ 
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